
12/22/10 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:17 P.M. 
December 22, 2010.  Commissioners present were Kindsfater,  
Smeenk and Hansen.  Commissioner Kling and Commissioner Harms  
were both absent.       
  
Vice-Chairman Marvin Kindsfater called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve the amended meeting agenda which includes the 
cancellation of the final approval of TW plat from the agenda.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to authorize Vice-Chairman Kindsfater to sign the  
2011 Dispatch Contract between Butte County and the City of Belle Fourche.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide and Deputy State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett  
were also present.   
 
State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide came before the Commissioners to inform them about his upcoming 
resignation as State’s Attorney which will be effective December 31, 2010.  State’s Attorney  
Tim Vander Heide recommends that the Butte County Commissioners appoint Deputy State’s Attorney 
Heather Plunkett to State’s Attorney effective January 1, 2011.  Attorney Tim Vander Heide will stay 
working for Butte County in a part time status and will also be employed with Attorney Ken Barker on a 
part time status.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to accept State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide’s resignation as 
State’s Attorney from Butte County effective December 31, 2010.  The Commissioners commended 
State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide on the pleasurable work experience and the Commissioners have 
been very impressed with his ability as State’s Attorney.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to appoint Deputy State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett to the 
position of Butte County State’s Attorney effective January 1, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Butte County Health Nurse – Linda Hoxie came before the Commissioners and gave a report on the 
activities within her office.     
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to go into an Executive Session at 1:32 p.m. regarding legal 
matters.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was present.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to come out of Executive Session at 2:10 p.m.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  No action was taken. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve the minutes from December 7, 2010 and  
December 13, 2010.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.         
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 



 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for November 30, 2010.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 
 

BUTTE COUNTY 
 

November 30, 2010 
 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                     696,775.56 
Wells Fargo Savings                      1,319,812.01 
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                          5.68 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               2,016,593.25 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 428,977.05 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $ 428,977.05 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 229,509.36 
NHFCU           311.24 
SSFCU    248,435.37 
PB&T                        1,547,173.44 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   2,025,429.41 
 
Cash on Hand          1,250.00 
 
Cash Items         12,195.62 
 
Postage Meter/Postage          2,135.00 
 
Butte County Economic Development       76,617.90 
 
Sheriff Drug Seizure            571.25 
 
Sheriff Credit Card Account         1,500.00 
 
Butte County Emergency / Sheriff                                                                                             2,001.89 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   4,567,271.37 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            12/22/2010 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  12/22/2010 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The County Lien report for November 2010 was not presented.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to accept the Register of Deeds report for November 2010.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve a travel request for Treasurer Lensegrav and  
Deputy Treasurer Tracy Monier to attend an Excel Seminar in Rapid City, SD on February 7 – 8, 2011.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.      
 
There were no abatements to present.   
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to give an update within the Sheriff’s department 
and Dispatch.  Sheriff Lamphere reported that the new Computer Aided Dispatch system had been 
installed and training is complete.  Dispatch went live with the new system on December 16, 2010.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to give the Highway Report.   
 
The construction on the North Indian Creek Bridge Structure (10-091-161) on the Camp Crook Road is 
proceeding. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve the 2011 Annual Load Limits on the following roads:  
The following roads will be posted at 6 ton per axle for the same time frame that SDDOT imposes their 
limits:  Arpan Road – 4 miles; Orman Road – 1 mile; Sourdough Road – 1 mile;  
Valley Township – 6 miles; Fruitdale Road – 2 miles; Gray Road 1.1 miles; Halle Rae Road – .5 mile; 
Ziebach Road – Helmer Road from Snoma Road South to Ziebach 1.5 miles.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
There was no action taken on the Cattleguard Applications on Vale Cut-Off Road for Steele Ranch.  
The applications were not submitted.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to authorize Vice Chairman Kindsfater to sign a 
Lease Agreement between the South Dakota Department of Transportation and Butte County which 
are referred to as the Lessors and the Belle Fourche Irrigation District, which is referred to as Lessee.  
Lessors desire to lease to Lessee and Lessee desires to lease from Lessors one (1) chemical storage 
unit approximately twenty-five (25) square feet in size, along with loading privileges, on the terms and 
conditions set forth in the Lease Agreement.  The Lease will begin on January 1, 2011 and will end on 
December 31, 2011.  The Lessee will have the option of renewing for additional one (1) year periods.  
The sum of $200.00 will be collected each year.   Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and the Commissioners discussed some road and gravel 
concerns.   
 
Treasurer Lensegrav showed the Commissioners Delinquent Taxes on Properties that are three years 
and over.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to accept the recommendations from the Extension Board to 
reappoint Tom Seaman and Gwen Kitzan to another three year term on the Butte County Extension 
Advisory Board.  Their terms would then expire on December 2013.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 



Commissioner Smeenk visited with the Commissioners about a Tax Break for new residential homes 
within the County.  No action was taken.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to adjourn the meeting at 4:36 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.      
             
 
__________________________ 
 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Kim W. Kling, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 


