
4/19/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:05 P.M. 
April 19, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms, Hansen, Kling 
and Fernen.     
  
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the meeting agenda with the  
addition of adding three Construction Change Orders from the South Dakota  
Department of Transportation during Highway time.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve the minutes from the April 5, 2011  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for March 31, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 

 
AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 

 
BUTTE COUNTY 

 
March 31, 2011 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                     709,226.18 
Wells Fargo Savings                         455,080.22 
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                          5.68 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               1,164,312.08 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 429,863.86 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $                   429,863.86 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 229,509.36 
NHFCU               0.00 
SSFCU    249,644.87 
PB&T                        1,555,722.18 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   2,034,876.41 
 
Cash on Hand          1,250.00 
 
Cash Items          5,725.86 
 
Postage Meter/Postage          2,686.63 
 
Butte County Economic Development       76,643.30 
 
Sheriff Drug Seizure             571.34 
 
Sheriff Credit Card Account          1,500.00 
 
Butte County Emergency / Sheriff                                                                                             1,946.91 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   3,719,376.39 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            4/18/2011 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  4/18/2011 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
   
 
 
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to accept the General Fund Surplus Analysis report for  
March 31, 2011 as presented by Auditor Jensen.    Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
                         GENERAL FUND SURPLUS ANALYSIS 

     The amount of General Fund dollars that counties can retain as surplus is  
 restricted by SDCL 7-21-18.1 which states:  "The total unreserved, 
 undesignated fund balance of the general fund may not exceed forty percent  
 of the total amount of all general fund appropriations contained in the budget  
 for the next fiscal year.  The total unreserved, undesignated fund balance of   
 the general fund of the county as of March thirty-first and September thirtieth  
 shall be published in the minutes of the proceedings of the board of county  
 commissioners and reported to the Department of Legislative Audit.  The  
 report shall be on forms prescribed by the Department of Legislative Audit." 
 

     The following analysis should be completed as of March thirty-first and September  
 thirtieth of each year.  Thereafter, the unreserved, undesignated fund balance amount  
 should be published in the minutes of the governing board.  This analysis should also 
 be filed with the Department of Legislative Audit.   

   
     

 
                                                    BUTTE  COUNTY 

   
     DATE: MARCH 31, 2011 

     ASSETS: 
   10100 Cash 
 

2,009,565.65  
 10200 Cash Change 

 
  

 10300 Petty Cash 
 

  
 10400 Interest Bearing Accounts 

 
  

 10500 Savings Certificates 
 

  
 10700 Restricted Cash in Banks 

 
  

 10800 Taxes Receivable--Current 
 

  
 10900 Estimated Uncollectible Taxes Receivable--Current 

 
  

 11000 Taxes Receivable--Delinquent 
 

  
 11100 Estimated Uncollectible Taxes Receivable--Delinquent 

 
  

 11400 Judgment Receivable 
 

  
 11700 Accounts Receivable 

 
  

 11800 Estimated Uncollectible Accounts Receivable 
 

  
 12800 Notes Receivable 

 
  

 13100 Due from Other fund 
 

  
 13200 Due from Other Government 

 
  

 13300 Advance to Other Fund 
 

  
 13500 Interest Receivable 

 
  

 14100 Inventory of Supplies 
 

  
 15100 Investments 

 
  

 



     TOTAL ASSETS 
 

2,009,565.65  
 

     GENERAL FUND SURPLUS ANALYSIS 

     LIABILITIES AND EQUITY: 
   20100 Claims Payable 
 

  
 20200 Accounts Payable 

 
  

 20800 Due to Other Funds 
 

  
 20900 Due to Other Governments 

 
  

 21600 Accrued Wages Payable 
 

  
 21700 Payroll Withholding Payable 

 
  

 22300 Revenues Collected in Advance 
 

  
 22400 Deferred Revenue 

 
  

 
     FUND BALANCES: 

   27102 Reserved for Inventory 
 

  
 27103 Reserved for Advance to Other Funds 

 
  

 27199 Reserved for Other Purposes (Specify) 
   

 
Building 

 
302,225.45  

 
 

5th Avenue 
 

30,000.00  
 

 
Maintenance 

 
793,000.00  

 
 

Elections 
 

13,481.77  
 

 
Technology and Equipment 

 
85,000.00  

 27201 Designated for Next Year's Appropriations 
   

 
(one of the following) 

   
 

March - 3/4 of the current year 
   

 
September - 1/4 of current year + subsequent year 

   
 

December - subsequent year 
 

  
 27202 Designated for Other Purposes (Specify) 

   
 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 
  

 27203 Designated for Capital Outlay Accumulations 
 

  
 27209 Undesignated 

 
785,858.43  

 
     TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

 
2,009,565.65  

 
     Following Year General Fund Budget 

   
 

(use current year for March analysis) 
 

3,220,076.53  
 

      
 

   



The unreserved, undesignated fund balance, account 27209,  

 
divided by the following year General Fund budget 

   
 

resulting in the fund balance percentage 
 

24.40% 
 

     
     Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to accept the County Lien report for March 2011.   

Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

 
  EXPENSES EXPENSES RECOVERED    RECOVERED 
   MAR 2011          YTD              MAR 2011        YTD 
 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $10,095.63 $44,643.11 $  3,902.60 $10,513.69 
 
JAIL  $17,888.07 $40,857.71 $     560.00 $  3,103.79 
 
POOR LIEN  $      50.00      $  4,234.00   $         5.00 $       70.00 
 
REGIONAL JUVENILLE $    215.00   $  6,723.14      $       35.00 $     255.00 
DETENTION 
 
The following liens have been applied: 
Johnathan Beane $399.10 CAA 
Drew Delahoy $275.60 CAA 
Steven Lopez $424.70 CAA 
Jesse Porep $422.90 CAA 
Salvadore Delatore                     $392.00 CAA 
Lynn Briggs $314.51 CAA 
Leonard Toohey $654.60 CAA 
Josiah Guerrero $245.00 CAA 
Juvenile                  $3,290.88 JUV 
   
   
Total                  $6,419.29  
   
Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to accept the Register of Deeds report for March 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve the following travel requests:  Ms. Ragine Hendrickson 
and Ms. Deb Jankord to attend a Civil Training in Pierre, SD on April 26 – 27, 2011 and Deputy Brunner 
to attend an Electronic Storage Device Training in Pierre, SD on May 23 – 26, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.   
 
There were no abatements to present.   
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to give an update within his respective departments.   
 
 



Sheriff Lamphere discussed with the Commissioners about a 2008 Citizen’s Corp Grant that 
Emergency Management has received for shelter supplies which consists of 50 Deluxe Aluminum 
Shelter Cots at $37.95 each and 60 Blankets at $4.50 each.  The amount of the grant is $2,417.50.  
This is a 100% funded grant.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to supplement the Emergency Management Budget for 
$2,417.50.  This supplement is for the 2008 Citizen’s Corp Grant.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to go into an Executive Session at 1:43 p.m. regarding legal and 
personnel matters.  Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was also present.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to come out of Executive Session at 2:33 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  No action was taken. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams, Butte County Weed Sprayer Bill Erk and Belle Fourche Irrigation 
District Manager Clint Pitts (whom is on the Butte County Weed Board) came before the 
Commissioners asking for authorization to purchase a pickup for the weed department.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to authorize Highway Superintendent Don Adams to purchase a 
2003 Chevrolet 3500 4x4 Pickup for the price of $14,000.00.  The pickup will be purchased from South 
Dakota Federal Surplus Property.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Commissioner Hansen gave an update on the North Indian 
Creek Bridge Structure.  The culverts have been set and the concrete is complete.  The weather 
conditions are prohibiting the backfilling process.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams gave an update on the County Road Map.  Mr. Larry Dean from 
the South Dakota Department of Transportation who is the Planning Data Manager met with 
Commissioner Ken Hansen, Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Auditor Elaine Jensen on  
April 13, 2011 to review and update the County Road Map. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to grant a variance to Construct An Approach To A County Road 
for Mr. Jay Ericson on Ericson Road.  Mr. Ericson is building a new home.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve An Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Mr. Russ Surdez to install an eight inch sewer line and at the same time install 
a Midcontinent cable on Water Tank Road.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to accept Construction Change Order No 2F on Project Number  
P 6434(03) on Sourdough Road for Asphalt Concrete Crack Sealing and Asphalt Surface Treatment.  
The net change due to CCO is a decrease of $365.21.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to accept Construction Change Order No 3F on Project Number  
P 6503(05) on Whitewood Road for Cold Recycling of Asphalt Concrete and Asphalt Concrete 
Surfacing.  The net change due to CCO is an increase of $178.50.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to accept Construction Change Order No 2F on Project Number  
P 6106(07) on Orman Road for Asphalt Concrete Crack Sealing and Asphalt Surface Treatment.  The 
net change due to this CCO is a decrease of $761.05.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to designate NJS Engineering Company of Spearfish, SD to be the 
Consultant Firm for Bridge # 10-144-013.  The Bridge is located on the Harding Cutoff Road.  The 
tentative projected date for the Bridge Construction is 2014.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Mr. Matthew B. Stoltenberg, Rangeland Scientist and Mr. Tim Reich, Belle Fourche River Watershed 
Partnership Chairman came before the Commissioners to discuss Phase 1 of the Belle Fourche River 
Watershed Groundwater Compilation Project.  The study is being done to establish the availability of 
the aquifer resources.  They also asked the Commissioners to please consider them for matching fund 
financial support for the 2012 Budget. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to accept the 212 Enterprises, L.L.C. / Transfer of Butte County 
Liquor License No. RL – 5292 to Miki V. Scheef , d/b/a “Mishmash” and set the Public Hearing for the 
Transfer for Tuesday, May 17, 2011 at 4:00 p.m.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
Commissioner Kling recused himself due to a conflict of interest.   
 
Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to authorize Auditor Jensen to carry out the first quarter  
adjusting journal entries for actual operating costs that were expended out of Highway Fund 201 
to Highway Fund 202 Snow, Highway Fund 204 Secondary Roads and Highway Fund 206 Wheel Tax.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Additional Highway issues and concerns were discussed.   
 
Treasurer Lensegrav came before the Commissioners asking for additional hours for Ms. Kelly Keegan 
for the week of April 25th and for the week of May 2nd and again the week of October 24th and 
November 4th.  The additional hours are needed for tax collection.  It was a consensus from the 
Board that this request be approved as it is a 2011 budgeted item.   
 
Treasurer Lensegrav discussed with the Commissioners about not doing title transfers after 4:00 p.m. 
because of the fact that the South Dakota Department of Revenue & Regulation – Division of Motor 
Vehicles’ office in Pierre closes at 5:00 p.m. If additional paperwork is needed it is unavailable so the 
customer has to come back at another time to complete the transfer. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling for the Butte County Treasurer’s office to not do title transfers after 
4:00 p.m. This policy will go into effect on June 1, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Treasurer Lensegrav discussed the possibility of closing the Treasurer’s window when understaffed for 
½ hour so a lunch break could be taken by the employee that is working. The Commissioners would 
like to review state statute before making a decision pertaining to this request.   
 
A discussion was held in regards to additional staffing in the Director of Equalization office.  
Director of Equalization Polly Odle was present for the discussion.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to authorize the present 2 full time employees – (40 hours each) 
and 2 part time employees – (20 hours each) to be employed in the Director of Equalization’s office.  
Chairman Smeenk called for a Roll Call vote.  Voting yes were Smeenk, Harms and Fernen.   
Voting No were Hansen and Kling.  Motion Carried.   
 
Agronomy Extension Educator TJ Swan discussed with the Commissioners the reorganization of the 
Extension Offices.  There will be seven regional offices located across the state.  Mr. Swan’s position 
will be in terminated on October 21, 2011.   
 
Committee Reports were given.   
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to hire Custodian Paula Roberts for 30 hours per week and an 
additional person at 15 hours per week.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 5:52 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.   
 
           
        
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
    
 
 
__________________________ 
 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 


