
 8/16/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:00 P.M. 
August 16, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms, Hansen,  
Kling and Fernen.   
  
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to approve the amended meeting agenda with the addition of 
signing an Agreement for Dispatch Services with the City of Belle Fourche, surplus several old 
computers and monitors and have an Executive Session regarding personnel.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the minutes from the July 19, 2011  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting, the July 21, 2011 Special Budget meeting,  
the August 2, 2011 Regular Commissioners’ meeting, the August 5, 2011 Special Budget meeting  
and the August 9, 2011 Special Budget meeting .  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to table the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for July 31, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Harms to accept the County Lien report for July 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
The following liens for July have been applied: 

Abuse & Neglect 2,345.36 A&N 

Barker, Bobby 715.00 CAA 

Boyer, Micheal 1,558.15 Jail 

Carlson, Dara 110.00 Jail 

Dahn, David 220.00 Jail 

Delatore, Salvadore 110.00 Jail 

Garza, Abel, Jr 230.95 CAA 

Gibson, Timothy, Jr 55.00 Jail 

Giroux, George 100.00 Jail 

Johnson, Justin 165.00 Jail 

Nelson, Theresa (aka Teresa) 176.00 CAA 

Porep, Jesse 385.00 Jail 

Roehler, Mark 1,070.75 CAA 

Rogge, Timothy 110.00 Jail 

Romey-Westland, Rosemary 55.00 Jail 

   (aka Bennett)   

Verry, Thomas 984.00 CAA 

Weir, Jeffrey 1,100.00 Jail 

Total $  9,490.21  

   
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout with the 
exception of holding voucher number 80086 payable to Interstate Engineering, Inc. for the amount of 
$566.40 until clarification from Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to accept the Register of Deeds report for July 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the following travel requests:  
Auditor Elaine Jensen and Deputy Treasurer Tracy Monier to attend a SDACES meeting in  
Oacoma, SD on August 17 – 18, 2011, Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken to attend 
a Training and Exercise Planning Workshop in Pierre, SD on August 17 – 18, 2011,  
Auditor Elaine Jensen, Treasurer Debra Lensegrav, Deputy Treasurer Tracy Monier and  
Auditor’s Administrative Assistant Mary Rosenau to attend the Fall Convention in Rapid City, SD on  
September 19 – 21, 2011 and Ragine Hendrickson and Dallas Ford to attend a LEDS User Conference 
in Sioux Falls, SD on September 28 – 30, 2011.    Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
   
There were no abatments to present. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign a Certificate of Adoption 
stating that the Board of Butte County Commissioners in Regular Session on August 16, 2011, hereby 
approves the Emergency Operations Plan of Butte County Emergency Management, effective  
August 16, 2011, as the official document for Emergency Operations during enemy attack, natural or 
man-made disasters.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the  
Emergency Management State and Local Agreement Addendum FY 2011.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
The Commissioners, the Director of Equalization/Planning Coordinator Polly Odle and  
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken discussed the Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance that is written by FEMA.  More information is needed therefore no action was taken.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Kling to approve a Project Change Order (PCO) with Mapping and 
Planning Specialists, Inc. for the amount of $6,225.00.  This is an update to Butte County’s original 
agreement with MaPS, Inc. dated 8/1/00.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to sign an Agreement For Dispatch Services between  
Butte County and the City of Belle Fourche beginning on January 1, 2012 and ending on  
December 31, 2014.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett acknowledged that a correction was made to the  
Addendum To Development Agreement between Mark A. Martin and Tri-M Pizza, Inc. and  
Butte County. The correction is as follows:  The parties contemplate 18” culverts (not 18’ culverts) 
or larger as needed. 
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett stated that all Minimum Maintenance Roads should have signage 
stating that the roads are minimum maintenance.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to give an update on  
Highway items and concerns.  
 
The North Indian Creek Bridge Structure was discussed.   
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams reported that the 2009 FEMA projects have been completed. 
Auditor Jensen will notify State Emergency Manager Jason Bauder.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams informed the Commissioners that approximately 11,342 yards of 
gravel is needed for the 2011 FEMA Flood event.   
 
There are problems and concerns regarding the conditions of the Old Belle Highway.  
Highway Superintendent Don Adams has posted slow signs and rough road signs. 



At 3:00 p.m. Highway Superintendent Don Adams publicly opened and read aloud the Bid Proposals for 
the Riley Road Relocation project.  Those present for the Bid Opening were Mr. Robert Newth,  
Interstate Engineer Jim Parker and Diane Dubray.  
 

RILEY ROAD RELOCATION 
BUTTE COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA 

Contractor Bid Bond Base Bid 

Homestead Maintenance Yes $100,328.16 

Pedersen Excavation Yes $119,573.00 

Quinn Construction Yes $129,555.53 

   

         
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve paying voucher number 80086 payable to Interstate 
Engineering, Inc. for the amount of $566.40.  Clarification was received from  
Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
The speed limit signs on the Fruitdale Road have been removed.  The signs were posted while the 
Highway Crew was working on the road.  
 
Corr Construction, Inc. is setting the box culverts on the Camp Crook Road.  The expected completion 
date is September 1, 2011. 
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams continued to discuss additional road 
concerns and issues.  
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle came before the Commissioners asking them to place three full time 
employees (including herself) and one part time person in her office in 2012.   
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle also asked them to revisit the current Ag Policy in regards to 
acreage.   
 
Odle also asked them to consider the GIS Parcel Mapping at an estimated cost of $10.00 - $12.00  
per parcel so Pictometry imagery can be utilized.  
 
Interstate Engineer Jim Parker went through the three bids that were received for the Riley Road 
Relocation project.  After recalculation of the bids, Homestead Maintenance bid was $99,728.16.  
Parker’s recommendation was to award the bid to Homestead Maintenance.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to award the Riley Road Relocation project bid to  
Homestead Maintenance (Robert Newth) from Newell, SD for the amount of $99,728.16.   
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to authorize bid letting for the repair of the Old Belle Highway. 
Bids must be received by 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday September 6, 2011 and will be opened at 11:00 a.m. 
on September 6, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
The Commissioners discussed the proposed 2012 budget with Auditor Jensen.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to add a 3% raise increase to all employees in the 2012 budget.   
Chairman Smeenk called for a roll call vote:   
Fernen – Yes, Kling – No, Hansen – Yes, Harms – No and Smeenk – Yes.  Motion Carried. 
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 



Commissioner Hansen reported that Lawrence County has agreed to partner with Butte County to 
provide a full-time 4-H/Youth Program Advisor.  Butte County’s share of the benefits for this position will 
be $5,437.00 and Lawrence County will pay $5,437.00.  Auditor Jensen is to send Butte County’s letter 
of intent to Ms. Karla Trautman, Associate Director, with SDSU Extension.   
 
Commissioner Harms reported that Mr. Blaise Emerson from Black Hills Council of Local Governments 
would like to visit with the Butte County Commissioners at one of their regular scheduled meetings.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to surplus and dispose of accordingly some old computers and 
monitors that have been in storage.  The Commissioners reminded Auditor Jensen to make sure to 
destroy the hard drives in the computers before they are disposed of.    
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 5:20 p.m. for personnel matters.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to come out of Executive Session at 6:03 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  No action was taken.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to adjourn the meeting at 6:05 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.   
 
                                                                       
  
 
   
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 


