
08/02/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. 
August 2, 2011.  Commissioners present were Harms, Hansen and Fernen.   
Commissioner Kling and Commissioner Smeenk were absent.    
   
Vice-Chairman Stan Harms called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the amended meeting agenda with the addition  
of a discussion during Highway Department’s time pertaining to the Whitewood Valley Road,  
the condition of the Bridge on Harding Road and Dave Gustafson from Heavy Constructors will be 
present to discuss construction options pertaining to the North Indian Creek Bridge Structure.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to table the minutes from the July 19, 2011  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting and the July 21, 2011 special budget meeting.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Commissioner Kling arrived at 9:33 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for June 30, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 

 
AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 

 
BUTTE COUNTY 

 
June 30, 2011 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking   $                   1,196,274.84 
Wells Fargo Savings                                1,055,399.43 
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                          5.68 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $                 2,251,679.95 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $  430,279.10 
Wells Fargo Investment Account               0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $  430,279.10 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate    $  229,509.36 
NHFCU                  0.00 
SSFCU       250,546.73 
PB&T                                    1,559,345.67 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                    2,039,401.76 
 
Cash on Hand          1,250.00 
 
Cash Items                 0.00 
 
Postage Meter/Postage               0.00 
 
Butte County Economic Development     76,656.11 
 
Sheriff Drug Seizure             571.39 
 
Sheriff Credit Card Account         1,500.00 
 
Butte County Emergency / Sheriff                                  1,946.91 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                     4,803,285.22 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            8/01/2011 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav 7/27/2011 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vice-Chairman Harms turned the meeting over to Chairman Smeenk at 9:35 a.m. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout with the 
exception of holding warrant number 79990 payable to SD Department of Transportation for the 
amount of $14,916.55 until further clarification is received from Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
There were no abatements to present.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to approve a travel request for VSO Robert Wagner to attend 
the required VSO Annual Training in Pierre, SD on August 29 – 31, 2011.  The estimated cost is 
$350.00.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Kling to accept the VSO report for July 2011.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
 
Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the current happenings within their 
respective departments. 
 
Committee Reports were given. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams provided clarification regarding warrant number 79990 payable 
to the SD DOT.  The cost is for engineering fees for Project CS6313(07) 00RD (Box Culvert) on  
Camp Crook Road. Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve paying warrant number 79990 
payable to the SD DOT for the amount of $14,916.55.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams delivered the fuel prices for August 2011. 
 
A discussion was held regarding the speed limit on the Sourdough Road.  The speed limit is 55 mph.  
There have been some complaints of excess speed on the road. Highway Superintendent  
Don Adams is to check to see if all signage is in place.  
 
Christina McLaughlin is concerned about the excess speed on 193rd Street near Vale, SD.   
By a consensus the Commissioners directed Highway Superintendent Don Adams to post a  
Children At Play Sign with the addition of Slow posted below it near the McLaughlin residence.  
The 193rd Street near Vale, SD is a minimum maintenance road.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Butte Electric to install a cable in the County Right Of Way on Orman Road  
for 1000 feet by trenching and boring.  The depth of the cable will be 4 feet.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Butte Electric to install a new electric line by crossing the Sourdough road.  
The method of installation will be done by trenching. The depth of the cable will be 4 feet.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
A brief discussion was held pertaining to the two box culverts that are being installed on the  
Camp Crook Road.  Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide drafted a letter to Attorney Max Main 
addressing the Colloid Bypass and Haul Road Agreement.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams reported that one GPS unit has been installed in a blade.   
The installation of the other 5 units is planned for in the near future.  The grid mapping is being 
completed by Highway Secretary Melissa Mitchell.      



 
The Bridge on the Harding Road has a hole in the back wall that needs to be fixed.  
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed different maintenance 
options for the Old Belle Highway. 
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 11:25 a.m. with the public invited.   
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 12:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. Dave Gustafson and Mr. Philip Hohn from Heavy Constructors, Inc. were both present to discuss 
the proposed construction option for the North Indian Creed Bridge Structure.   
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to accept the proposal as is from Heavy Constructors, Inc.  
with additional steel on the north end retaining wall and include a written approval of engineering and 
design to meet the State and Federal Government specifications for Bridge Replacement.  
The estimated cost is of the project is $223,000.00.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.    
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for July 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to pass Resolution 2011-13 which is A Resolution To Provide 
For Temporary Emergency Regulation Of Open Burning And Other Fire Hazards In Butte County.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 

RESOLUTION 2011-13 
 
A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR TEMPORARY EMERGENCY REGULATION OF OPEN BURNING AND 

OTHER FIRE HAZARDS IN BUTTE COUNTY 
 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of Butte County are charged with protecting the health and safety of the 
citizens of Butte County, including all property situated therein; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Emergency Manager of Butte County has consulted with local fire officials and law 
enforcement officials concerning the threat posed by wildfires; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commissioners of Butte County have deemed it necessary to enact certain temporary controls 
to reduce the threat posed to the citizens and property of Butte County by wildfires. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to SDCL 7-8-20 (18) Butte County does hereby enact 
this resolution on an emergency basis effective August 3, 2011 at 12:01 AM and impose a ban to prohibit or 
restrict open burning in order to protect the public health and safety; and 
 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the prohibited activities shall include open fires, and any other activity which 
could be reasonably calculated to lead to the ignition and/or spread of wildfires in Butte County; and 
 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the area to which the prohibitions referenced above shall be applicable shall 
include the entire area of Butte County excepting those lands falling within the boundaries of any commercial, 
state, or federal campground.  Fires will be allowed in designated fire pits/places only, the merits of which will 
be left to the discretion of the Butte County fire department serving the affected jurisdiction.  Such fires and 
barbeque grills (briquette type) will be attended at all times; and 
 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that open flame/burning will not be allowed at any time, except with fire 
department supervision.  Request for fire department supervision/standby shall be made seven days in 
advance or at the discretion of the affected fire department.  Each request for fire department 
supervision/standby shall be made to the fire department serving the affected jurisdiction.   
 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that any and all violators of this emergency declaration will be forwarded to the 
Butte County State’s Attorney for prosecution under South Dakota Codified Law.  
 
IT IF FURTHER RESOLVED that the prohibition of certain activities provided for above shall remain in effect 
until such time as the Commissioners of Butte County determine that the threat posed by wildfires has abated. 
 
Dated this 2nd day of August, 2011 
 
     /s/:  Steve Smeenk 
     Steve Smeenk 
     Chairman of the Board 
     Butte County Commissioners 
 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen 
Elaine Jensen 
Butte County Auditor 
 

 
 



Sheriff Lamphere announced the upcoming retirement of Dispatcher Elizabeth Herman effective 
September 1, 2011. A special recognition potluck lunch for Elizabeth Herman will be held on 
Tuesday, August 16, 2011 beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to surplus a light bar from the Sheriff’s Department and dispose 
of accordingly. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere is reviewing different options for a Prisoner Bench.   
 
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide came before the Commissioners to discuss legal matters 
regarding TransCanada.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 1:48 p.m. regarding legal 
matters. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was present.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Harms to come out of Executive Session at 2:00 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to surplus the following property in Butte County which is 
described as:  N1/2SW1/4, SE1/4SW1/4 and NW1/4SE1/4 Section 12, T14N, R9E, BHM  
Butte County, SD and sell at Public Auction in the Commissioners’ Room which is located in the 
Butte County Courthouse on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 at 1:00 p.m.  The property was taken by 
Quit Claim Deed in lieu of tax sale proceedings by the Butte County Treasurer. The property is 
owned by Butte County and consists of 160 acres of unimproved vacant land. The Commissioners 
have set a minimum bid amount of $300.00 per acre. The sale is subject to an easement granted to 
TransCanada. The County will not warrant title and the prevailing bidder will be given a Quit Claim 
Deed by Butte County. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mr. Art Crowley came before the Commissioners to discuss the policy in the Treasurer’s Office 
regarding electronic checks.  Mr. Crowley wants to have his checks returned when he does 
transactions in Butte County. Treasurer Lensegrav told Mr. Crowley that her policy is to not send the 
checks back but she would be happy to make him a copy of the check at the time the transactions 
are completed.  Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was also present.   
 
A brief discussion was held regarding a policy set by Treasurer Lensegrav that no title transfers will 
be done after 4:00 p.m.  This change went into effect on June 1, 2011. 
 
Committee Reports were given. 
 
A 2012 budget preparation meeting has been set for Friday August 5, 2011 to begin at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to adjourn the meeting at 3:20 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY  

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING-$6,960.62, AUDITOR’S OFFICE-$8,269.33, BUILDINGS-$2,108.21, 
COMMISSIONERS-$5,534.40, DISPATCH-$17,413.21, EM/911-$4,135.54, EXTENSION-$2,048.00, HIGHWAY 
DEPT/WEED CONTROL-$26,752.46, NURSE’S OFFICE-$2,048.00, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE-$4,482.93, 
SHERIFF DEPT-$17,099.16, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE-$12,401.14, TREASURER’S OFFICE-$8,662.46, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE-$1,163.34 

COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $8,318.59 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

 BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $6,767.17 
GROUP INSURANCE 

 BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $40,346.19 
 



 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

ASBSD DUES $750.00, BACHMAN, RENEE $300.00, BARKER WILSON LAW FIRM $3,544.30, BEGUIN, 
SHAWN $50.74, BELLE FOURCHE VET CLINIC $20.00, BIEREMA, KIRSTEN $11.48, BISGAARD, MARTI 
MARIE $100.00, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE, $34.00, BO'S LAWN SYSTEMS $75.00, BROOKER, JACK 
$440.00, CARLSON, JEAN M. $116.25, CAROL BUTZMAN CONSULTING SERV $1,016.66, CENTURY 
BUSINESS PRODUCTS  INC $62.72, CERMAK, LISA $50.00, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $2.57, CITY OF 
RAPID CITY $595.00, CITY OF STURGIS FIRE EMS $438.62, CODY, DENISE $15.00, CREDIT COLLECTIONS 
BUREAU $125.00, CVD CONSTRUCTION, INC. $ 510.21, DAKOTABILITIES $180.00, DAY MORRIS LAW FIRM 
$215.00, DIAMOND PHARMACY SERVICES  $1,227.22, DIETRICH, DONNA K. $104.14, DON'S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE $306.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $1,053.00, FALL RIVER COUNTY SHERIFF $25.00, FLOREZ, 
JOE $10.74, FOWLER, MAURINE $49.96, GINSBACH, LACI $52.22, HARKINS, CAROLYN M $190.70, 
HOLDHUSEN, RICHARD $50.74, LACROIX LAW OFFICE $224.44, LAWRENCE CO. AUDITOR $368.00, LEWIS 
& CLARK BEHAVIORAL HEALT $142.00, LEXISNEXIS $110.00, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIS  
$9,020.60, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR  $12,405.00, MIKELSON, GARY $45.00, MYERS, GEORGE $50.74, 
NEIMAN, MARLENE $11.48, OLSON, MARGARET $98.10, PALMER, JAMIE $50.74, PENN. CO. AUDITOR 
$151.00, PENNINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF $312.93, PENNINGTON COUNTY STATES ATTOR $600.00, 
PRATT, BERTHA $50.74, 
RADIOLOGY ASSOCIATES $49.50, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $4,859.62, REEVES, EVERETT 
$52.22, REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CTR $296.07, REHFUSS, CATHY $15.00, REINDL, STACI L. $ 
5,500.00, SCHAUB, LOREN $35.00, SCHMIDT, PEGGY $51.48, SD ASS'N OF CO COMM $ 2,853.44, SD ASS'N 
OF COUNTIES $150.00, SD DEPT OF TRANS $15,374.88, SD WING CIVIL AIR PATROL $217.47, TRUMP LAW 
OFFICES PC $3,500.00, TYLER TECHNOLOGIES  INC $19,822.87, VANDERWERFF, MARCI $50.74, WALL, 
BLAINE $10.74, WEST PAYMENT CENTER $107.99, WESTERN SD JUVENILE SERVICES $4,730.00, WILDE & 
HUNT $1,118.24, YANKTON COUNTY TREASURER $103.75 

PUBLISHING 

BLACK HILLS WEEKLY GROUP $36.00, RAPID CITY JOURNAL $856.63 
RENTALS 

BLACK HILLS PURE INC $52.20, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $504.87, DJ CONSTRUCTION & 
DEVELOPMENT $650.00, MARLIN LEASING $247.40, PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL $456.66,  

REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

BICKLE TRUCK & DIESEL SERVICE $17.34, BUTLER MACHINERY $3,280.45, FERNEN ELECTRONICS 
$84.85, G & R CONTROLS $1,049.59, HERSRUDS OF BF $ 273.48, JT VEHICLE SYSTEMS $261.99, KONE 
INC. $339.32, QWEST $996.45, RANDY'S DISCOUNT TIRES $15.50 

SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS 

A & B BUSINESS EQUIP $ 127.87, BUTLER MACHINERY $4,645.96, BUTTE COUNTY EMERGENCY 
MANAGEM $388.00, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE $608.53, CBH COOPERATIVE $3,709.22, CENTRAL 
PARTS $548.77, DAKOTA LUMBER $84.11, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $199.90, FASTENAL COMPANY 
$111.18, FINKBEINER FEED & SEED $1,228.17, HILLS MATERIALS CO  $1,774.82, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS  
$173.94, HURON CULVERT & TANK $468.00, JEFFERSON PARTNERS L.P. $306.00, JMS  INC $559.00, 
JOHNSON ELECTRIC  $2,720.00, KIMBALL MIDWEST $160.91, LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $33.58, MARSHALL 
CONSTRUCTION $218.00, MED TECH RESOURCE, INC $22.40, MG OIL COMPANY $10,709.99, MOTIVE 
PARTS & SUPPLY $219.92, NADA APPRAISAL GUIDES $286.00, NEVE'S UNIFORMS INC. $ 227.40, NEWELL 
RANCH SUPPLY INC $221.10, OFFICE DEPOT $27.98, PAMIDA  $1,098.59, PAGE AUTO SUPPLY $55.73, 
PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER INC $31.83, QUILL CORPORATION $177.49, RHS INC $168.00, ROBERT A 
TELKAMP $18.90, ROUNDUP BUILDING CENTER $75.05, SAND CREEK PRINTING $472.76, 212-79 SERVICE 
CENTER $20.25, STEREOS N STUFF $2,548.37, STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $537.60, SUBWAY 
SANDWICHES & SALADS $27.93, WEST TIRE $782.40 

TRAVEL AND CONFERENCE  

SD ASS'N OF CO COMM $480.00 
UTILITIES 

ALLTEL $172.68, AT&T $65.30, AT&T MOBILITY $765.30, BH POWER & LIGHT $2,911.43, BUTTE COUNTY 
$50.00, BUTTE ELECTRIC COOP $157.07, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $55.00, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE 
$152.45, GOLDEN WEST COMPANIES $23.45, KNOLOGY $305.08, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL.CO $221.09, 
QWEST $1,643.36, REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC $112.30, SERVALL UNIFORM/LINEN $983.06, TOWN OF 
NISLAND $64.10, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO. $100.21 

OTHER 

BUTTE COUNTY EXTENSION POSTAGE $81.46, NEIL W AND DENISE L SMEENK $4,500.00, 
PRINCIPAL 

MERCHANTS CAPITAL      $113,979.65 
 

      
 
         
 



 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 

 


