
12/06/2011 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:37 A.M. 
December 6, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms, Hansen,  
Kling and Fernen.   
  
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the amended meeting agenda with the following 
additions, discuss a road concern on 183rd Avenue near Vale, SD, Sheriff Lamphere will be present at 
10:00 a.m. instead of 1:30 p.m. as he has a meeting to attend in Pierre, SD and to approve the  
2012 Contract Agreement between Butte County and the South Dakota Department of Health for  
Community Health Nursing Services. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve the minutes from the November 22, 2011 meeting. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to accept the VSO report for November 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the following travel requests: Emergency Manager 
Percy Bekken to attend a Regional Emergency Management meeting in Kadoka, SD on  
December 8, 2011, Director of Equalization Polly Odle, Deputy Director of Equalization  
Heather Schmidt and Appraiser Jennifer Netterberg to attend a Sales Ratio meeting in Sturgis, SD on 
December 12, 2011 and Director of Equalization Polly Odle, Deputy Director of Equalization  
Heather Schmidt and Appraiser Jennifer Netterberg to attend a required U.S.P.A.P. meeting in 
Chamberlain, SD on January 25 – 27, 2011. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
There were no abatements.  
 
Department Heads came before the Commissioners to give updates on happenings within their 
respective offices. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners and distributed the Activity Report for  
November 2011. 
 
Mr. Lynn Hammerstrom, Ms. Renae Schaeffer and Mr. Scott Peterson whom all represent the  
Belle Fourche Development Corporation came before the Commissioners to discuss the development 
of Busfield Addition Industrial Park. The group is interested in using the CDBG Money that Butte 
County currently holds. The balance as of November 30, 2011 is $76,681.32. The money can be 
distributed in the form of a grant as well as a revolving loan. The money is to be used as a specific 
project intended for economic development. City Council Representative Mr. John Washburn was also 
present. The Commissioners will take this request under advisement. No action was taken.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss Highway matters.  
 
The North Indian Creek Bridge Structure was discussed. Interstate Engineering, Inc. is proceeding  
with a 60 foot clear span bridge design. No further action was taken. 
 
 
 



The Helmer Road was discussed in regards to the hill sliding that has forced the closure of the road.  
The City of Belle Fourche will be calling for bids to hire a contractor to move enough dirt to open the 
road and to stop the hill from sliding further. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Emergency Manager Percy Bekken discussed the fading of 
the blue signs for private roads and lanes. There are approximately 280 blue signs in the county.  
Emergency Manager Percy Bekken is looking into the possibility of having some of the signs  
replaced through a warranty with 3M Company. 
 
The Riley Road Relocation Project was discussed.  
 
Mr. Bob Orwick informed Auditor Jensen that Union Township dissolved effective December 1, 2011. 
Auditor Jensen will discuss the dissolving of the Township with Deputy State’s Attorney  
Tim Vander Heide and Legislative Audit Al Schaeffer.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Weed & Pest Supervisor Bill Erk discussed with the 
Commissioners the purchase of a John Deere Side by Side Spray Vehicle for spraying purposes.  
The recommendation regarding the necessity of the spray vehicle came from the  
Butte County Weed & Pest Board. The cost for the spray vehicle is estimated at $10,000.00. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to authorize the purchase of a John Deere Side by Side Spray 
Vehicle for the estimated cost of $10,000.00. The spray vehicle will have a roof and windshield which is 
included in the price. The spray vehicle will be purchased from Bentz Equipment.  
The purchase comes under the recommendation of the Butte County Weed Board.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Additional Highway concerns were discussed with Highway Superintendent Don Adams. 
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:05 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
Chairman Smeenk called the meeting back to order at 1:43 p.m. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 1:44 p.m. with  
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide regarding legal and personnel matters.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
No action was taken regarding the North Indian Creek Bridge Structure and the  
Emergency Road Access in Belle View Acres. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Emergency Manager Percy Bekken came before the Commissioners asking them to pass  
Flood Resolution 2011-14. Flood Resolution 2011-14 is in relation to the  
Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance 2011-1 which will be effective on December 27, 2011. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to adopt Resolution 2011- 14.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

FLOOD RESOLUTION 2011-14 
 

 WHEREAS certain areas of Butte County are subject to periodic flooding, mudslide  

(i.e., mudflow), or flood-related erosion, causing serious damages to properties within these areas; and 

 WHEREAS relief is available in the form of federally subsidized flood insurance as 

authorized by the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968; and 

 WHEREAS it is the intent of this Commission to require the recognition and evaluation of 

flood, mudslide (i.e., mudflow), or flood-related erosion hazards in all official actions relating to land use 

in areas having these hazards; and 

 WHEREAS this body has the legal authority to adopt land use and control measures to 

reduce future flood losses pursuant to SDCL § 9-36 and SDCL § 7-18-14. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Commission hereby: 

1. Assures the Federal Emergency Management Agency that it will enact, as necessary, and 

maintain in force in those areas having flood, mudslide (i.e., mudflow), or flood-related 

erosion hazards, adequate land use and control measures with effective enforcement 

provisions consistent with the criteria set forth in Section 60.3 of the Nation Flood Insurance 

Program Regulations; and 

2. Vests the Butte County Planning Director with the responsibility, authority, and means to: 

 a. Assist the Administrator, at its request, in its delineation of the limits of the  

      area having special flood, mudslide (i.e., mudflow), or flood-related erosion    

      areas.  

b.  Provide such information as the Administrator may request concerning present 

     uses and occupancy of the floodplain, mudslide (i.e., mudflow), or flood-   

      related erosion areas. 

 c.  Cooperate with Federal, State and local agencies and private firms that  

      undertake to study, survey, map and identify floodplain, mudslide (i.e.,      

      mudflow), or flood-related erosion areas, and cooperate with neighboring   

      communities with respect to management of adjoining floodplain, mudslide   

     (i.e., mudflow), or flood-related erosion areas, in order to prevent aggravation   

     of existing hazards. 

 d.  Submit on the anniversary date of the community’s initial eligibility an annual   

      report to the Administrator on the progress made during the past year within   



      the community in the development and implementation of floodplain      

      management measures. 

 e.  Upon occurrence, notify the Administrator in writing whenever the boundaries   

      of the community have been modified by annexation or the community has   

      otherwise assumed or no longer has authority to adopt and enforce floodplain   

      management regulations for a particular area.  In order that all Flood Hazard   

      Boundary Maps and Flood Insurance Rate Maps accurately represent the   

      community’s boundaries, include within such notification a copy of a map of   

      the community suitable for reproduction, clearly delineating the new corporate   

      limits or new area for which the community has assumed or relinquished   

      floodplain management regulatory authority. 

3.  Appoints the Floodplain Administrator to maintain for public inspection and to furnish 

     upon request, for the determination of applicable flood insurance risk premium rates 

     within all areas having special flood hazards identified on a Flood Hazard Boundary 

     Map or Flood Insurance Rate Map, any certificates of floodproofing and information 

     on the elevation (in relation to mean sea level) of the level of the lowest floor 

     (including basement) of all new or substantially improved structures, and whether or 

     not such structures contain a basement, and if the structure has been floodproofed, the   

     elevation (in relation to mean sea level) to which the structure was floodproofed. 

4.  Agrees to take such other official action as may be reasonably necessary to carry out 

     the objectives of the program. 

 

Date of Adoption: December 6, 2011 

Certification: 

 

/s/:  Steve Smeenk, Chairman /s/:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
                 (Signature)                  (Signature) 
 

 
The County Road Atlas is being reviewed by Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  
 
The Emergency Manager Job Description was discussed.  
Auditor Jensen is working with Safety Benefits, Inc. to acquire job descriptions for all employees. 
 
The Butte County Planning Commission made a recommendation that Butte County assess 
an address fee of $200.00 for anyone acquiring a new 911 address. Butte County Planning Director  
Polly Odle and Emergency Manager Percy Bekken were both present for the discussion. 
An Addressing Fee Ordinance will be drafted and the first reading will be held on Tuesday,  
December 20, 2011.  
 
Committee Reports were given. 



 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the 2012 contract 
agreement between Butte County and the South Dakota Department of Health, Community Health 
Services for Community Nursing Services.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Commissioner Kling recused himself at 3:45 p.m. due to a conflict of interest regarding the Liquor 
License Public Hearings. 
 
A public hearing was held at 4:00 p.m. for the following liquor license renewal applications for 2012.   
Stone House Saloon LLC – Retail (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
Extreme Enterprises LLC – Branding Iron Steakhouse & Saloon –  
Retail (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
Newell Golf Club – Retail (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
Besler’s Cadillac Ranch LLC Retail (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
MishMash (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
  
Those present for the Liquor License Public Hearing were Attorney Mike Day,  
Chris & Rose Anne Besler and Mr. Randy Deibert, RLS, PS. 
 
Attorney Mike Day, who represents Besler’s Cadillac Ranch, LLC. presented the Butte County 
Commissioners with a map defining the specific areas where alcohol will be served on the premises.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to approve the following 2012 liquor license renewal applications 
as presented by Auditor Jensen.   
Stone House Saloon LLC – Retail (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
Extreme Enterprises LLC – Branding Iron Steakhouse & Saloon –  
Retail (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
Newell Golf Club – Retail (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
Besler’s Cadillac Ranch LLC Retail (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
MishMash Retail (on-sale) Liquor (Sunday Sales) 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.     
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to adjourn the meeting at 4:05 p.m. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $6,839.26, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $9,434.47, BUILDINGS $2,279.17, COMMISSIONERS 
$5,414.40, DISPATCH $19,804.39, EM/911 $2,588.66, EXTENSION $2,048.00, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL 
$26,792.50, NURSE’S OFFICE $2,048.00, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE $4,591.49, SHERIFF DEPT $17,145.91, STATES 
ATTORNEY OFFICE $12,580.74, TREASURER’S OFFICE $8,867.26, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $1,163.34 
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $8,539.57  
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $7,032.18  
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $36,189.24  
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

AMERICAN TECHNICAL SERVICES $3,200.00, ANLIKER, MARTI MARIE $150.00, BACHMAN, RENEE $150.00, BARKER 
WILSON LAW FIRM LLP $3,400.0, BEGUIN, SHAWN $101.48, BELLE FOURCHE VETERINARY CLINIC $60.00, BERGIN, 
DUSTY $28.14, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $262.50, BO'S LAWN SYSTEMS $50.00, BRILL, CHRIS $30.00, 
BROOKER, JACK $355.00, BUCHHOLZ, DOUG $94.81, CARLSON, JEAN M. $41.50, CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & DRUG 
$1,650.00, COMPUTER SOFTWARE ASSOCIATES $187.92, DAY MORRIS LAW FIRM $195.00,  DON'S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE $204.00, DUSEK, DAWN $38.50, GEHRINGER, CINDY $50.00, GINSBACH, LACI $104.44, HARDISON, DEBRA 
$250.00, HARGENS, BETSY $27.40, HARKINS, CAROLYN M $180.00, GORDON LAW, PC $5,119.30, HOFFMAN, DIRK 
$20.00, HOLDHUSEN, RICHARD $50.74, INTERSTATE ENGINEERING $10,772.05, J&J ATTORNEY SERVICE $34.80, 



JODIE B PHOTOGRAPHY $225.00, JORGENSEN, BETTY JO $20.00, LEXISNEXIS $110.00, MAPPING AND PLANNING 
SPECIALISTS $2,237.50, MARCHIANDO, CURT $20.00, MARSHALL CONSTRUCTION $220.00, MEADE COUNTY 
AUDITOR $11,962.40, MHM BUSINESS SERVICES $425.00, MILLER, RONDA $147.60, MUTCHLER, TRICIA L $17.00, 
MYERS, GEORGE $101.48, NATIONAL DISTRICT ATTY'S ASSOC $95.00, NEIMAN, MARY $20.00, OCCUPATIONAL 
HEALTH NETWORK $75.00, OLSON, MARGARET $196.20, PALMER, JAMIE $101.48, PENN. CO. AUDITOR $82.00, 
PENNINGTON COUNTY JAIL $1,251.60, PENNINGTON COUNTY STATES ATTORNEY $400.00, PRATT, BERTHA $50.74, 
REEVES, EVERETT $104.44, REGIONAL HEALTH PHYSICIANS $360.00, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $1,238.87, 
RAPID REPORTING $220.00, REINDL, STACI L. $10,734.09, RICHLAND COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT $17.00, SAFETY 
BENEFITS INC $65.00, SCHAUB, LOREN $15.00, SCHAZENBACH, TERESA $20.00, SCHMIDT, PEGGY $102.96, SHEER, 
ROBERT $20.00, SILK, MIRANDA $20.00, THOMPSON, KATIE J $123.00, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED 
$141.50,TYLER TECHNOLOGIES  INC $843.75, VANDERWERFF, MARCI $101.48, WEHRKAMP, TONIA $20.00, 
WESTERN S.D. JUVENILE SERVICES $2,795.00, WESTLAND, ROSEMARY $20.00, $WILDE & HUNT $195.83, WOLFF 
LAW OFFICE PLLC $719.0, WHO LET THE DOGS OUT $50.00, ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC $16,999.50 
   
PUBLISHING 

 RAPID CITY JOURNAL $1,136.01 
 
RENTALS 

BLACK HILLS PURE INC $96.20, DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $650.00, MARLIN LEASING $284.51, KV 
WELDING $938.35, ROSS RENTALS, LLC $185.00 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $103.30, CAN AM AUTO REPAIR $598.50, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC 
$633.85, DAKOTA LUBE $25.00, FRONTIER GLASS OF BELLE $147.99, GRIMM'S PUMP & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY $31.93, 
HOMESTEAD MAINTENANCE $1,045.70, JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL $1,157.36, K&K KUSTOMS $252.60, KONE INC. 
$339.32, NEWELL SERVICE CENTER $64.69, SCOFIELD SERVICE $371.00  
 

SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS 
 ARKANSA FLAG AND BANNER $264.75, NORTHERN HILLS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION $21.72,U S POST OFFICE 
$3,723.40, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $262.50, BLACK HILLS WEEKLY GROUP $36.00, BULLBERRY SYSTEMS 
INC. $5,500.00, BUTLER MACHINERY $1,002.77, BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF $626.03, CBH COOPERATIVE $3,311.53, 
CENTRAL PARTS $301.39,  CHAIN SAW CENTER $119.99, DAKOTA LUMBER $8.49, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
SAFETY $1,100.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $24.50, FASTENAL COMPANY $177.52, FIRST INTERSTATE BANK 
$58.00, GRIMM'S PUMP & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY $57.90, HIGHMARK, INC. $572.00, HERSRUDS OF B.F. $32.00, 
HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $302.64, JOHNSON ELECTRIC $107.50, K BAR J ENTERPRISES, LLC $300.00, LAR-JO'S 
$69.80, LAW ENFORCEMENT SYSTEMS $93.00, MATT PARROTT AND SONS COMPANY $252.20, MCLEODS $373.56, 
MOTIVE PARTS & SUPPLY $78.91, NEVE'S UNIFORMS INC. $96.83, MG OIL COMPANY $12,233.76, OFFICE DEPOT 
$27.42, OFFICE EMPORIUM $39.47, PAMIDA $200.32, PAMIDA  INC – STURGIS $119.85, PHEASANTLAND IND. $84.00, 
QUILL CORPORATION $355.69, ROBERT A TELKAMP $165.99, SACRISON ASPHALT PLANT $118,517.63, SAND 
CREEK PRINTING $1,531.41, SD DEPT OF TRANS $6,503.90, SD POLICE CHIEF'S ASSOCIATION $211.33, SD 
SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION $653.30, STATE BAR OF SOUTH DAKOTA $45.00, STEREOS N STUFF $173.32, 
STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $153.76, TRUENORTH STEEL $8,961.00, BF REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER $20.00, 
WELLS PLUMBING $32.32, WEST PAYMENT CENTER $107.99, WEST TIRE $452.48 , WESTERN S.D. JUVENILE 
SERVICES $2,795.00, WESTLAND, ROSEMARY $20.00, $WILDE & HUNT $195.83, WOLFF LAW OFFICE PLLC $719.08   
  

TRAVEL AND CONFERENCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF $50.00, HARRIS, LINDSEY $150.00, SD HUMAN SERVICES CENTER $69.00, STEINLEY REAL 
ESTATE APPRAISAL $555.00 
 
UTILITIES 

AT&T $64.09, AT&T MOBILITY $779.81, BH POWER & LIGHT CO $2,768.82, BUTTE ELECTRIC COOP $186.30, BUTTE-
MEADE SANITARY DIST $61.00, CENTURYLINK $1,608.75, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $195.87, GOLDEN WEST 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS $23.45, KNOLOGY $716.12, MCGAS PROPANE $582.39, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL.CO 
$1,397.81, REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC $112.30, TOWN OF NISLAND $64.10, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO. 
$100.29   
 
OTHER  
SDML WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION RENEWAL $33,860.00 
  
 
 

 
 
   
 



       
 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
 

 


