
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BUTTE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
April 12, 2011 
April 26, 2011 

 
The Butte County Commissioners met as a Board of Equalization for the year 2011 at 
1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 12, 2011.  Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to 
order. Commissioners present were Stan Harms, Ken Hansen and Ken Fernen.   
Commissioner Kim Kling abstained from being on the Board of Equalization due to a 
conflict of interest. 
   
Director of Equalization Polly Odle and Deputy Director of Equalization Heather Collins 
were also present.  All members signed oaths.  State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett and 
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide were both readily available for questions if 
needed. 
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle reviewed with the Board of Equalization some of the 
state statutes that pertain to the appeal process.    
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the 2011 Tax Exemption List.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

2011 TAX EXEMPT PROPERTY 
 
Black Hills Parrot Welfare, Benevolent: Lot A of TR5 located in Sec1 T8N R2E 
Badlands Early Head Start, Charitable: N1/2 of Lot 3 and all of Lots 4 and 5 in Blk 23, 
Original Newell 
Belle Fourche Economic Development, Lot 1 Block AM Sherill Addn. City of Belle 
Fourche 
Belle Fourche Senior Citizens Center, Benevolent:  W75’ Lot 2, Blk M, Crafts 2nd 
addition, Belle Fourche 
Black Hills Gospel Assembly, Religious:  NENE sec 22, 8-2 
Butte County Housing & Redevelopment Commission: Charitable, Lots 10a, 10b, 27a, 
27b, Willow Brook Sub. Belle Fourche. 
Castle Rock Moreau Hall, Benevolent:  Tract X in NENE sec 29, 13-6 
Christian Life Center, Religious:  Lot 1, Blk 2, Bella Vista addition, Belle Fourche 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Religious:  Lots 8-14, Blk 2, Zukemont 2nd 
addition, Belle Fourche 
Dakota Conference of Wesleyan Methodist Church, Religious:  W50’ W100’ Lot 11, Blk 
58, Original Belle Fourche 
Emil Gruwell Post, Benevolent:  Lots 11-16, Blk 6, Original Nisland 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Religious:  W1/2 Lot 1 and W1l2 N45’ Lot 2, Blk 2, Highland 
addition, Belle Fourche 
First Baptist Church, Religious:  W100’ Lots 1-2, Blk 21, Original Belle Fourche 
First Congregational Church, Religious:  Lots 5-7, Blk 38, Original, and S12.5’ Lot 3 and 
lot 4, Blk 3, Highland Addn, BFC  
Newell Christian Fellowship, Religious:  Lots 12-14, Blk 25, Original Newell 
First Congregational Church, Religious:  Lots 5-7, Blk 38, Original, and S12.5’ Lot 3 and 
Lot 4, Blk 3, Highland addition, Belle Fourche 
First Lutheran Church, Religious:  E1/2 Lot 1, Blk 54, Original Newell 
First Lutheran Church, Religious:  Lots 1-2, Blk 27, Original Newell 



Inner-Mountain Family Resources, Inc., Charity:  Lots 12-14, Blk 16, Original Belle 
Fourche 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Religious:  Lots 7-8, Blk 4, Northgate addition, Belle Fourche 
Landmark Missionary Baptist Church, Religious:  Lot 1, Blk 1, Redwater Ranchettes 2 
Loyal Order of the Moose Lodge, Benevolent:  Lot A, Tract A, Moosehaven addition, 
Belle Fourche 
Masonic Temple, Benevolent:  Lot C7, Blk 31, Original Belle Fourche 
Naja Temple, Benevolent:  Lots 1-2, Blk 58, Original Belle Fourche 
New Dawn Enterprises, Benevolent:  Part of the E1/2NE1/4SE1/4 sec 31, 8-6 
Newell Assembly of God, Religious:  Lots 20-24, Blk 31, and Lots 1-2, Blk 33, Original 
Newell 
Newell Community Baptist Church, Religious:  W100’ of Lot 1, Block 5, Fairview Heights, 
Newell 
Newell Economic Development Corporation: Block 78, Block 83, Block 84, Block 92, 
Original Newell 
Newell Evangelical Church, Religious:  W 259’ of Lot 1, Blk 61, and Lot 1D, Blk 56, 
Original Newell 
Nisland-Arpan Fire Dept., Benevolent: W20’ Lot 13, Blk3, Original Newell 
Nisland Firemen’s Auxiliary, Benevolent: Lots 14-16, Blk 3, Original Nisland 
Nisland Independent Community Church, Religious:  Lots 1-3, Outlot D, Outlots to 
Nisland, Lots 11-14,Blk 11, Lots 3B and 4, Blk 12, and the E100’ N123’ of Blk 12, 
Original Nisland 
NVN Senior Citizens Center, Benevolent:  Lots 28-30, Blk 40, Original Newell 
Open Bible Church, Religious:  Lots 1-3, and 28-30, Blk 11, Southpark 3 addition, Belle 
Fourche 
St. James Episcopal Church, Religious:  Part of Lot 8, Blk 31, Original Belle Fourche 
St. James Lutheran, Religious:  Lots 4-6, Blk 1, Southpark addition, Lot 3, Blk 1 and Lot 
1-4 and 18, Blk 2, Zukemont 2nd addition, Belle Fourche 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Religious:  Lots 12-16, Blk 23, Original Newell 
St. Paul Catholic Church, Religious:  S1/2 Lots 1-3 and Lots 4-6, Blk 32, and N70’ Lots 
4-5, Blk 33, Original Belle Fourche 
Technology for Rural Enhancement of Communities, Charitable, Lots 1-3, Blk 5, 
Northgate Add. #2, Belle Fourche 
United Methodist Church, Religious:  Lot 3, Blk 9, and Lots 1-5, 6A, 29A, Blk 10, 
Southpark 3 Addition, Belle Fourche 
Vale Community Club, Benevolent:  Lots 1-5, Blk 22, Vale 
Vale Fire Dept., Benevolent:  Lots 6-8, Blk 21, Vale 
Vale Lutheran Church, Religious:  Lots 11-12, Blk 32, Vale 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Benevolent:  Lot 26-27, Blk 40, Original Newell 
West River Foundation; Charitable: N100’ & S50’ Lots 19-22, Block 14, Original, Belle 
Fourche 
Western Dakota Health, Inc., Health Care:  Lots 1-2, Hospital addition, Belle Fourche 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to approve the 2011 Veteran’s Exemption List.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
 
 
 
 



Director of Equalization Polly Odle presented three stipulations for the Property Tax 
Assessment Credits for Renewable Resource Energy Systems.  They are as follows: 
    
The first claim was submitted from Larry P. Klipp & Margaret A. Klipp Revocable Trust for a tax 
assessment credit of $7,702. 00 on parcel number 88.08.2.11. 
 
The second claim was submitted from Kenneth D. & Pamela J. Hansen for a tax assessment 
credit of $5,086.00 on parcel number 08.4.16.3. 
 
The third claim was submitted from William & Dallerie Neff for a tax assessment credit of 
$16,974.00 on parcel number 08.3.05.13.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to grant the tax assessment credits for  
Larry P. Klipp & Margaret A. Klipp, Kenneth D. & Pamela J. Hansen and William & Dallerie Neff.  
Voting yes were Smeenk, Harms and Fernen.  Commissioner Hansen did not vote due to a 
conflict of interest.  Motion Carried. 
         
The following tax appeals were brought before the Board of Equalization: 
 

 John & Dawn Habeck – John and Dawn Habeck are appealing parcel number      
      08.2.31.12.1 because one barn is completely gone and one barn is damaged.  
      Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to accept the Director of Equalization’s  

recommendation to lower the assessed value on the Agriculture structures from 
176,081 to 142,567.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  

 
James & Julia Bonato – James & Julia Bonato are appealing parcel number 
08.1.33.2.1 and parcel number 08.1.28.2.2.  This is bare land with no access.  
The Bonatos feel the property is assessed to high.  Motion by Fernen Second by 
Hansen to accept the Director of Equalization’s recommendation and lower the 
assessed value on parcel number 08.1.33.2.1 – 22.64 acres from 79,100 to 
27,168 and lower the assessed value on parcel number 08.1.28.2.2 – 20 acres 
from 72,500 to 24,000.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
John H. & Cindy Orwick – John H. & Cindy Orwick are appealing parcel 
number 14.7.11.2.  There is an older home on the property that was assessed 
with a finished basement.  The basement is not finished and no updates have 
been done to the home.  Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to accept the 
Director of Equalization’s recommendation to change the value on the home from 
55,626 to 33,897.  The total assessed value on the structures would change from 
217,084 to 195,355.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.     

 
Kathleen M. Eastman –  Kathleen M. Eastman is appealing parcel number 
08.1.36.3.  She feels the assessment on the 43.94 acres is assessed too high 
based on recent sales in the area.  Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to 
accept the Director of Equalization’s recommendation to lower the assessed 
value on parcel number 08.1.36.3 from 73,940 to 52,728.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.      

 
 
 
 



Dean Boe – Dean Boe is appealing parcel number 10.4.30.11.1.  The assessed 
value on the 38 acres of land is assessed too high in comparison to other land in 
the area. Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to accept the Director of 
Equalization’s recommendation and change the land value from 63,000 to 
28,500.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.       
 
Jack Kari – Jack Kari is appealing parcel number 15.21.0.37. He feels the 
assessed value on the house and lot is assessed way too high.  He purchased 
the house and lot at a Sheriff’s auction for $6,400. The Director of Equalization 
has the house and lot valued at 32,430. Mr. Kari refuses to let the Director of 
Equalization in to physically view the house.  Please note:  Mr. Jack Kari was not 
in attendance for his designated appointment time of 2:30 p.m.    
 
Jack or Kimberly Kari or Wendy Kari –Raber – Jack or Kimberly Kari or 
Wendy Kari – Raber are appealing parcel number 08.2.23.2.3. They feel the 
assessed value is too high based on the condition of the home.  The home sets 
on 4.99 acres. The Director of Equalization has not been allowed to physically 
view the house.  Please note:  Jack or Kimberly Kari or Wendy Kari - Raber were 
not in attendance for their designated appointment time of 2:30 p.m.   

 
Garrit W. & Elsie Hix– Garrit W. & Elsie Hix are appealing parcel number 
09.4.26.3 – 80 acres and parcel number 09.4.26.23 – 120 acres. The farm land is 
assessed too high based on the fact that the land is very high in alkali or salt and 
needs drainage. The land is Class 6 irrigation land not Class 4.  The production 
on the land is very poor. Wyatt Hix was also in attendance.  
 
Deloris Weyer – Deloris Weyer is appealing the value of the house on parcel 
number 09.6.36.2.  She feels the value on the house is assessed too high.   
 
Garrit W. & Elsie Hix - Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to lower the value 
on  parcel number 09.4.26.3 by 20% and lower the value on parcel number 
09.4.26.23 by 20%. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
 Deloris Weyer – Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to accept the Director of 
Equalization’s recommendation and lower the value on the house from 72,228 to 
63,028 and remove one trailer hookup.  The assessed value for one trailer 
hookup is 1,745.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Croell Redi-Mix, Inc. % Pamida Tax Department - A telephone conference 
was held at 3:15 p.m. with Mr. Dick Millspaugh.  Mr. Millspaugh feels that the 
current market data which includes income and expenses supports a lower 
assessed value.  Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to no change.  Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Robert W. & Phyllis G. Werk – A telephone conference was held at 3:30 p.m. 
with Mr. Robert Werk.  Mr. Werk is asking for an Ag status on parcel number 
08.2.28.35 which consists of 40 acres.  Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to 
accept the Director of Equalization’s recommendation and lower the assessed 
value on the 40 acres from 68,000 to 48,000.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 



Nicholas E. & Linda L. Villani – A telephone conference was scheduled at  
3:45 p.m. with Mr. Villani.  Please let the records show that two different 
telephone numbers were called but the Board of Equalization was unable to 
reach Mr. Villani.  The last attempt was made at 4:00 p.m.  Mr. Villani is 
appealing parcel number 15.00.19.09 because the real estate values have 
declined significantly.  Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to no change.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Lorne Ruzicka – Parcel number 81.08.2.10M –  
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to add a 2000 16 x 76 Liberty Mobile Home 
to the assessment rolls.  A Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 26, 2011 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Room at the Butte County Courthouse.   
Mr. Ruzicka will be sent a Notice of Intention to Add Omitted Property with 
the time and place of the Public Hearing by Auditor Jensen. 
 
 Jack Kari – Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to no change to the value on 
parcel number 15.21.0.37.   Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
 Jack or Kimberly Kari or Wendy Kari –Raber  - Motion by Harms Second by    
 Hansen to no change to the value on parcel number 08.2.23.2.3.   
 Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
The Board of Equalization recessed at 4:15 p.m. and will reconvene at 1:30 p.m. 
on April 26, 2011. 
 
The Board of Equalization reconvened at 1:40 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26, 2011 
with Chairman Steve Smeenk, Commissioner Ken Hansen and Commissioner 
Ken Fernen present.  Commissioner Stan Harms was absent. Commissioner  
Kim Kling abstained from being on the Board of Equalization due to a conflict of 
interest.  Director of Equalization Polly Odle was also present.   
 
A Public Hearing was scheduled at 1:30 p.m. The Public Hearing was to give 
Notice of Intention to Add Omitted Property to the Assessment Rolls for owner 
Mr. Lorne Ruzicka.  The property being added is a 2000 Liberty Mobile Home 
(16x76).  Mr. Ruzicka did not attend.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to add the 2000 Liberty Mobile Home 
(16x76) to the Assessment Rolls for owner Lorne Ruzicka.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to adjourn the 2011 Board of Equalization 
at 1:56 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
  
    ______________________________ 

APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION:   
Steve Smeenk - Chairman 

 
 
 
___________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor            


