
7/19/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:03 P.M. 
July 19, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms, Hansen and  
Fernen.  Commissioner Kling was absent.     
  
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the meeting agenda. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the minutes from the July 5, 2011  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to table the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for June 30, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to accept the County Lien report for June 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
The following liens for June have been applied: 

Albright, Robert 246.00 CAA 

Abuse & Neglect     6,145.23 A&N 

Barker, Bobby 1,454.10 CAA 

Bertalot, Daniel 303.99 CAA 

Briggs, Lynn 1,190.00 CAA 

Calico, Tiffany 246.00 CAA 

Carlson, Dara 385.00 Jail 

Celander, Lonnie 434.60 CAA 

Chavez, Delia 131.20 CAA 

Coleman, Timothy 434.40 CAA 

Crawford, Lee 336.20 CAA 

Danbom, Scott A 656.00 CAA 

Davis, Gary 542.00 CAA 

Eatherton, Patrick 293.80 CAA 

Feist, Chad 278.60 CAA 

Flanagan, Rex 82.00 CAA 

Gibson, Timothy, Jr 825.00 Jail 

Glasgow, David 188.60 CAA 

Guerrero, Josiah 802.80 CAA 

Hancock, Matthew 322.40 CAA 

Haynes, Michael 713.40 CAA 

Hill, Michelle 213.20 CAA 

Houck, Keisha N 218.45 CAA 

Jensen, Brandon 711.45 CAA 

Jensen, Lisa 114.80 CAA 

Jewett, Jay O 926.60 CAA 

Juvenile 426.40 JUV 

Karas, Timothy 892.80 CAA 

Kenstler, Steven 175.00 CAA 

Kerstetter, Alex 175.00 CAA 

Kopydolowski, Andres  123.00 CAA 

Lane, Brandon 366.80 CAA 



Mathis, Kyle 664.20 CAA 

Noren, Casey 112.35 CAA 

Pate, Nancy 188.60 CAA 

Rafael, Nellie 246.00 CAA 

Rice, Bobby 338.00 CAA 

Roehler, Nancy 418.20 CAA 

Roemer, Ben 154.40 CAA 

Rogge, Timothy 246.00 CAA 

Schiffner, George 252.50 CAA 

Thomas, Brandon 343.00 CAA 

Toohey, Leonard 9,371.07 CAA 

Verry, Thomas 254.20 CAA 

Way, John 183.00 CAA 

Weir, Jeffrey 55.00 CAA 

Westover, Joshua 744.90 CAA 

Willoughby, David 458.15 CAA 

Total $  34,384.39  

   
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout with 
the exception of holding voucher number 79790 payable to Butler Machinery for the amount of 
$4,645.96 and hold voucher number 79853 payable to SD Department of Transportation for the amount 
of $15,374.88 until clarification from Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to accept the Register of Deeds report for June 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve a travel request for Butte County Dispatchers  
Vicki Greenwood, Twyla Hendrickson and DeRae Melanson to attend an EMD Training in Winner, SD 
on July 26 – 29, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
   
There were no abatments to present. 
 
Committee Reports were given. 
 
Chairman Steve Smeenk and Sheriff Fred Lamphere attended a Western South Dakota Juvenile 
Services Center meeting in Rapid City, SD on August 2, 2011.  The cost for Juvenile Services will 
increase from $215.00 to $225.00 per day effective January 1, 2012.      
 
It was a consensus from the Commissioners to proceed with building the dog kennel at the County 
Highway Shop and put in some additional sidewalk at the Butte County Courthouse. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to approve a travel request for Butte County Coroner  
Gary Brunner to attend a mandatory training meeting at the Law Enforcement Training Facility in Pierre, 
SD on July 24 – 26, 2011.  The travel cost will be split with the Lawrence County Coroner.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere was not available to discuss the Prisoner Bench or the light bar.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to table surplussing the extra light bar from a Sheriff’s vehicle. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
 



 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to go into an Executive Session at 1:53 p.m. regarding legal and 
personnel matters.  State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett was in attendance.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to come out of Executive Session at 2:47 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  The following action was taken:  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the Addendum To Development Agreement with the 
added language:  Culverts will be placed in drainage areas and on the approach as deemed necessary 
by the County Highway Superintendent Don Adams. The parties contemplate 18’’ culverts in diameter 
or larger as needed.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle came before the Commissioners and presented an update regarding 
county assessments for 2011 payable in 2012. 
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle invited the Commissioners to attend a Pictometry 
Introduction/Demonstration that will be presented on July 20, 2011.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Interstate Engineer Jim Parker came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the relocation/reconstruction of Riley Road.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to authorize bid letting for the relocation/reconstruction 
of Riley Road. Bids will be received and opened at 3:00 p.m. on August 16, 2011.  
The completion date is October 15, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Interstate Engineer Jim Parker gave an update on the Chip & Seal project on Gray Road which was 
completed by Bituminous Paving, Inc.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to pay voucher number 79790 payable to Butler Machinery for the 
amount of $4,645.96 and pay voucher number 79853 payable to SD Department of Transportation for 
the amount of $15,374.88.  Highway Superintendent Don Adams provided the necessary clarification.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams had received complaints from Sheryl Diedrich and Kim Eymer 
regarding the Old Belle Highway.  The Commissioners discussed the possibility of grinding ½ mile of 
the road and put the road back to gravel.  
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed the North Indian Creek Bridge 
Structure. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve an Application To Construct An Approach To A County 
Road for Robert Newth on the Ericson Road. The reason for wanting the approach is for entry to a 
gravel pit.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams gave an update pertaining to the gravel crushing that is being 
done at the Newth Pit by Bob Bak Construction. The tentative plans are to start hauling gravel the week 
of July 25, 2011. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams brought samples of gravel from the Fisher Sand & Gravel Pit 
which is located near Spearfish, SD and the Fisher Sand & Gravel Pit which is known as the Buchholz 
Pit located near Belle Fourche, SD.  The Commissioners were not satisfied with the samples.  The 
samples are not the quality of gravel that Butte County had before so therefore the Commissioners find 
the gravel to be unacceptable.  



 
An update was given on the Fruitdale Road.  Asphalt was put into holes in the Chip & Seal areas.  
 
The Commissioners will have a special budget preparation meeting on Thursday, July 21, 2011 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to allow Paula Roberts up to 39 hours per week for cleaning of 
the Butte County Courthouse Complex.  This is temporary and is effective immediately.   
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to go into an Executive Session at 4:39 p.m. regarding personnel 
matters.  Sheriff Fred Lamphere was present.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to come out of Executive Session at 5:05 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to adjourn the meeting at 5:06 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.    
 
  
 
   
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 


