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THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:33 A.M. 
July 5, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms, Hansen and Fernen.   
Commissioner Kling was absent.    
   
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to approve the meeting agenda with the addition of a 
a discussion during Sheriff’s time relating to the addition of a bench for retaining prisoners while they 
are waiting for court.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the minutes from the June 21, 2011  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting with an addition to the minutes.  The addition is  
adding a line to the sentence that NJS Engineering has recently sold their firm to Interstate 
Engineering, Inc. At this time the current personnel from NJS Engineering will remain with 
Interstate Engineering, Inc.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout with 
the exception of holding check number 79691 payable to Fernen Electronics until further clarification 
is received from Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide.  Commissioner Fernen abstained from 
voting due to a conflict of interest.   Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
There were no abatements to present.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve a travel request for VSO Robert Wagner to attend a 
Congressional Forum in Rapid City, SD on July 8, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to accept the VSO report for June 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the current happenings within their 
respective departments. 
 
Committee Reports were given. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to approve the Final Plat of Tracts 1B-1 and 1B-2 of Shape 
Subdivision, a Subdivision of Tract 2A-2 of Shape Subdivision and Tract 1B, all located in the NE4 of 
Section 26, T9N, R4E, B.H.M., Butte County, South Dakota. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
Director of Equalization/Butte County Planning Director Polly Odle and Robert and Teresa Shape 
were all present. 
 
A discussion was held regarding the Emergency Access Road Specifications for Belle View Acres 
Subdivision.  The recommended specifications had recently been approved by the Butte County 
Planning Commission. Director of Equalization/Butte County Planning Director Polly Odle presented 
the Emergency Access Road Specifications to the Commissioners.  Deputy State’s Attorney  
Tim Vander Heide was present for a portion of the discussion.   
 
Attorney Wes Buckmaster and owners Mark and Mary Martin were present for the discussion.  
Attorney Wes Buckmaster asked the Commissioners to please reconsider the recommended 
specifications by making the requirements less stringent for a road that leads nowhere. Attorney 
Buckmaster stated that the current specifications for the Emergency Access Road are proposing a 
financial hardship for the owners. Cathy Eaton was also present for the discussion. 



 
The Commissioners are agreeable to consider some changes to the specifications.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to consider the modification of the specifications to the 
Emergency Road Access for the Belle View Acres Subdivision.   The modifications are as follows: 
  
a)  12’ driving width 
b)   2” compact gravel 
c)   4” road base 
d)   Crown the road with appropriate drainage subject to the approval of the  

  Highway Superintendent 
e)   18” culvert on approach  
f)   Size and number of culverts for drainage are subject to the approval of the  

  Highway Superintendent.  
 
The final approval of the Emergency Road Access will be contingent upon the Commissioners’ 
approval of Attorney Buckmaster’s final draft of the modifications to the Emergency Access Road 
Specifications for Belle View Acres Subdivision. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to present Highway issues 
and concerns.  
 
A discussion was held regarding the road and culvert issue that remains to be an ongoing problem 
on Ziebach Street.  Interstate Engineer Jim Parker told the Commissioners that FEMA has set a fee 
of $6,050.00 for a CLOMR study based on levee, berm, or other structural measures to be done on 
Ziebach Street before any further action can be taken.  Interstate Engineer Jim Parker will continue to 
study different options and designs for the roadway.  Derald and Kelly Hill were present for the 
discussion.  
 
Interstate Engineer Jim Parker discussed the relocation of Riley Road.   
Interstate Engineer Jim Parker will proceed with designing the road.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign an Agreement For 
Voluntary Right-Of-Way Donation from Howard Nozicka for the relocation of Riley Road.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:03 p.m. with the public invited.   
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:34 p.m.   
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for June 2011.  
 
Butte County received word that a FEMA declaration had been signed by President Obama for the 
May 2011 flood event.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere discussed with the Commissioners about installing a security bench for prisoners in 
the downstairs area while they are waiting for trial. Sheriff Lamphere feels this would save on 
transport costs.  Sheriff Lamphere will do some research as to the cost of the bench and what bench 
would serve this need best. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 1:50 p.m. regarding a legal 
contract.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was present.  
 
 



Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to come out of Executive Session at 2:16 p.m.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
No action was taken at this time in regards to the gravel crushing contract with Bob Bak Construction. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve check number 79691 for the amount of $84.85 
payable to Commissioner Fernen.  The purchase was for radio equipment repairs.  Clarification was 
received from Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide regarding the approval of this payable.   
Commissioner Fernen abstained from voting due to a conflict of interest.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to appoint Attorney Brad Gordan as an assignee of  
Public Defender Mike Trump’s contract.  The legal documents will follow for Chairman Smeenk to 
sign.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mr. Ed Baker came before the Commissioners to discuss road concerns. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams gave the fuel prices for July 2011. 
 
A discussion was held in regards to the North Indian Creek Bridge Structure. All options are being 
considered. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed with the Commissioners a complaint he received 
regarding the Williston Basin Road.  Mr. Bruce Crago needs to get haying equipment moved and is 
unable to do so due to the condition of the road.  By a consensus of the Commissioners this portion 
of the Williston Basin Road that Mr. Crago is inquiring about is a private road. No action will be taken. 
 
A discussion was held with Highway Superintendent Don Adams concerning the conditions of the 
roads in Butte County.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen for Highway Superintendent Don Adams to hire up to four 
people as seasonal temporary laborers at $12.50 per hour.  This is to assist with FEMA projects.  
There is no overtime and no benefits available.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
The Commissioners have set the date of Thursday, July 21, 2011 as a 2012 budget work session.  
The work session will begin at 1:30 p.m.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to adjourn the meeting at 4:10 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.    
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING-$6,784.06,AUDITOR’S OFFICE-$8,392.75,BUILDINGS-
$1,859.97,COMMISSIONERS-$5,414.41,DISPATCH-$17,421.65,EM/911-$3,932.41,EXTENSION-
$2,048.00,HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL-$29,561.97,NURSE’S OFFICE-$2,048.00,REGISTER OF DEEDS 
OFFICE-$4,455.79,SHERIFF DEPT-$16,992.12,STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE-$10,887.86,TREASURER’S 
OFFICE-$8,616.00,VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE-$1,163.34 

 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $8,691.26 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $6,984.53 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $35,578.06 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 



ARTEMIS HOUSE $962.50, BACHMAN, RENEE $50.00, BF IRRIGATION DIST. $650.00, BISGAARD, MARTI 
MARIE $50.00, BRILL, CHRIS $15.00, BROOKER, JACK $210.00, BUDAHL, CAITLIN $40.72,  
BUTTE CO FIRE PROTECTION ASS'N $19,451.56, CAROL BUTZMAN CONSULTING SERVICE $350.17, 
CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & DRUG $1,940.00, CLINICAL LABORATORY OF THE BH $1,957.00, CSD $263.00, 
DAY MORRIS LAW FIRM $37.50, DEMOS AUTO BODY & TOWING $117.00, DEWEY J ERTZ, ED.D. $715.00, 
DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $3,469.00, FERNEN, KENNETH $50.74, GARR, HARVEY $53.70, GENE'S LOCK 
SHOP $49.50, GOODROAD, CLINTON $63.32, HARDISON, DEBRA $100.00, KARI, JASON $50.74, KELLER, 
STEPHEN $50.74, KLOPFENSTEIN MD, DAVID $14.25, KNAPP, DEWAYNE $51.48, LANE, SHAWN $61.84, 
LEXISNEXIS $110.00, MEADE COUNTY SHERIFF $10.80, MILLER, RONDA $185.28, OCCUPATIONAL 
HEALTH NETWORK $140.00, PARROW, JENNIFER $68.50, PENN. CO. AUDITOR $27.00, PENNINGTON 
COUNTY JAIL $729.40, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $95.99, REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CTR 
$126.07, REHM, KRISTA $39.98, REINDL, STACI L. $217.67, RILEY, ALICIA $20.00, SCHAUB, LOREN $5.00, 
STORM, MELISSA $20.00, TOPE, DONNA $50.74, WEST PAYMENT CENTER $107.99, WESTERN S.D. 
JUVENILE SERVICES $3,655.00, WILDE & HUNT $1,041.84, WOLFF LAW OFFICE $1,070.75, BACHMAN, 
RENEE $100.00, BISGAARD, MARTI MARIE, $50.00, CAMPBELL COUNTY SHERIFF $30.00, CERMAK, LISA 
$100.00, CITY OF RAPID CITY $175.00, CSD $264.00, GEHRINGER, CINDY $100.00, HARDISON, DEBRA 
$50.00, MEADE COUNTY SHERIFF $41.00, RAPID REPORTING $180.00, BARKER WILSON LAW FIRM 
$3,400.00, LEROY HILL LAW $984.00, REINDL, STACI L. $5,500.00, TRUMP LAW OFFICES $3,500.00, BRILL, 
CHRIS $50.00, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $17,270.00, SCHAUB, LOREN $35.00, FIDLER-ISBURG FUNERAL 
CHAPEL $100.00, HORN LAW OFFICE $210.30, RADIOLOGY ASSOCIATES $13.60, REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH CTR $177.37, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $1,516.32, SD DEPT OF TRANS $83.39 

 
PUBLISHING 

BLACK HILLS PIONEER $87.50, RAPID CITY JOURNAL $1,613.11 
 
RENTALS 

BLACK HILLS PURE INC $69.45, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS $535.81, DJ CONSTRUCTION & 
DEVELOPMENT $650.00, MARLIN LEASING $247.40, LINDSTAD'S ALIGNMENT & BRAKE $440.60 

 
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $108.77, BUNNEY'S BODY & COLLISION $2,091.53, DON'S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE $409.57, HERSRUDS OF B.F. $649.04, KONE INC. $339.32, DON'S HANDYMAN SERVICE $357.00, 
G & R CONTROLS $1,350.46, HERSRUDS OF B.F. $760.65, BF IRRIGATION DIST. $1,772.50, EZ 
FABRICATION AND WELDING $15.76, JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL $106.39, BULLBERRY SYSTEMS $1,200.00, 
CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS $77.34 

 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS 

A-1 AUTO RECYCLERS $85.00, BELLE FLOWER SHOP $35.00, CBH COOPERATIVE $3,067.16, CENTRAL 
PARTS $190.21,  CREATIVE PRODUCT SOURCE INC $14.59, DAKOTA LUMBER $258.77 EXPRESS 
WIRELESS $34.99, FASTENAL COMPANY $59.75, FRONTIER GLASS OF BELLE $637.96, HILLYARD/SIOUX 
FALLS $279.17, INTOXIMETERS INC $39.95, $JT VEHICLE SYSTEMS $541.00, JURGENS PRINTING INC. 
$82.00, LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $10.19, MG OIL COMPANY $11,468.22, MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
$36.64, MOTIVE PARTS & SUPPLY $625.97, NEWELL RANCH SUPPLY $31.65, PAMIDA $161.40, PAMIDA 
PHARMACY BELLE FOURCHE $198.23, PHARMCHEM INC $84.00, PIZZA HUT $12.49, QUILL 
CORPORATION $163.03, ROCKMOUNT/NASSAU $244.07, SAND CREEK PRINTING $953.73, SD DEPT OF 
TRANS $13,331.91, SERVALL UNIFORM/LINEN 628.49, STEREOS N STUFF $474.02, STURDEVANT'S AUTO 
PARTS $206.20, WESTERN STAR INC. $87.39, STADIUM SPORTS GRILL $124.35, WEST GROUP $477.75, 
HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $111.15, HOMESTEAD NURSERY $91.30, AG-NEWS $145.00, SD SHERIFFS 
ASSOCIATION $49.83, OFFICE EMPORIUM $135.00, QUILL CORPORATION $202.78, BROOKER, JACK 
$280.00, DAKOTA SECURITY SYSTEMS $401.81, BUTLER MACHINERY $1,348.84, FASTENAL COMPANY 
$67.89, HURON CULVERT & TANK $19,961.77, KIMBALL MIDWEST $164.04, $NEWMAN TRAFFIC SIGNS 
$1,668.00, UNITED RENTALS $605.40, GRABER VOICE AND DATA $97.00, PHARMCHEM $84.00, BUTTE 
COUNTY SHERIFF $106.63, DAKOTA LUMBER $408.52, EXPRESS WIRELESS $63.00, LYLE SIGNS INC 
$1,345.42, SAND CREEK PRINTING $986.02 

 
TRAVEL AND CONFERENCE 

CEDAR SHORE RESORT $491.70, SDAAO $750.00, BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA INN $419.95, BUTTE 
COUNTY SHERIFF $961.16 

 
UTILITIES 

BH POWER & LIGHT CO $2,721.06, KNOLOGY $399.21, MCGAS PROPANE $566.04, MONTANA-DAKOTA 
UTIL.CO $674.40, QWEST $800.03, TOWN OF NISLAND $64.10, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO. 
$100.52, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $154.57, BH POWER & LIGHT CO $81.03, A T & T $64.91, BUTTE 
ELECTRIC COOP $211.68, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $55.00, GOLDEN WEST COMPANIES $23.45, ALLTEL 
$973.90, QWEST $30.99, KNOLOGY $709.79, QWEST $812.91, REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC $112.30 

 



OTHER 
BROCK, DALE $31.00 

 
PRINCIPAL 

BUTLER MACHINERY $9,751.04 
 
 
 
 

 
      
         
 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 

 


