
6/21/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:05 P.M. 
June 21, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms, Hansen and  
Fernen.  Commissioner Kling was absent.     
  
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the amended meeting agenda with the addition of 
adding TransCanada during the State’s Attorney’s time and do an automatic supplement to the 
Treasurer’s Budget and do an automatic supplement to the Register of Deeds’ Budget.   
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the minutes from the June 7, 2011  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for May 31, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 

 
AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 

 
BUTTE COUNTY 

 
May 31, 2011 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                     596,372.02 
Wells Fargo Savings                      1,555,399.43 
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                          5.68 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               2,151,777.13 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 430,279.10 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $ 430,279.10 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 229,509.36 
NHFCU               0.00 
SSFCU    250,546.73 
PB&T                        1,559,345.67 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   2,039,401.76 
 
Cash on Hand          1,250.00 
 
Cash Items         30,349.38 
 
Postage Meter/Postage          3,481.77 
 
Butte County Economic Development       76,656.11 
 
Sheriff Drug Seizure             571.39 
 
Sheriff Credit Card Account          1,500.00 
 
Butte County Emergency / Sheriff                                                                                             1,946.91 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   4,737,213.55 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            6/20/2011 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  6/20/2011 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
   
 
 
 



 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to accept the County Lien report for May 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

 
  EXPENSES EXPENSES RECOVERED    RECOVERED 
  MAY 2011          YTD             MAY 2011        YTD 
 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $11,181.11 $67,936.37 $  2,467.13 $17,625.81 
 
JAIL  $14,106.67 $68,115.37 $     685.00 $  3,983.79 
 
POOR LIEN  $     700.00      $  5,376.77   $       30.00 $     150.00 
 
REGIONAL JUVENILLE $         0.00   $  7,153.14    $    220.00 $     875.00 
DETENTION 
 
The following liens for May have been applied: 
Robert Bennett 55.00 JAIL 
Lynn Briggs 1,100.00 CAA 
Dylan Campbell 55.00 JAIL 
Dustin Dimmick 3,520.00 JAIL 
Leonard Toohey 425.00 CAA 
   
Total $5,155.00   
   
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to accept the Register of Deeds report for May 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
There were no travel requests to present. 
 
There were no abatments to present.  
 
Sheriff Fred Lamphere came before the Commissioners to give an update on the Flood Assessments in 
Butte County.  The estimated cost of damages thus far is approximately $800,000.00. Belle Fourche 
City Engineer Rick Schlechter was also present for the discussion. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere discussed with the Commissioners the importance of keeping orange cones in place 
on certain county roads so traffic can be alerted to the dangerous road conditions that still exist in the 
county due to the flooding. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere stated that a 12 x 25 cement pad is the size needed for the dog kennel that will be 
placed at the County Shop.  Commissioner Fernen is working on cost estimates for this project.    
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to go into an Executive Session at 1:45 p.m. regarding legal 
matters.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett and Deputy  
State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide were both present. 
 
Commissioner Kling arrived at 2:00 p.m.  



 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to adjourn the Executive Session at 2:35 p.m.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  No action was taken. 
 
Chairman Smeenk gave an update on the Wind Farm. Black Hills Power has withdrawn from the 
construction of the Wind Farm north of Belle Fourche.  Mr. Chuck Loomis – VP Operations – Black Hills 
Power was not in attendance. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners with Highway items.   
 
An update was given on the North Indian Creek Bridge Structure.  The structure is open for travel with 
minimal gravel.  Mr. Tom C. Davis and Mr. Craig Kukuchka were both present. 
 
NJS Engineering has recently sold their firm to Interstate Engineering, Inc. from Jamestown, ND.   
At this time the current personnel from NJS Engineering will remain with Interstate Engineering, Inc.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to designate Interstate Engineering, Inc. as Butte County’s 
Engineering firm effective immediately.  The re-designation is due to the sale of NJS Engineering.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve a South Dakota Department of Transportation 
Construction Change Order No 3F for the Newell – Orman Road.  The Project Number is P 6106(06), 
PCN 00RE. The type of work is Cold Recycling of Asphalt Concrete and Asphalt Concrete Surfacing. 
The Contractor is Hills Materials Company.  The amount of the change order is an increase of $734.85.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for West River Cooperative Telephone Company to install a 6 x 19 Filled Copper 
Conductor Cable on Kessel Road. The depth of the cable is 36 inches. The cable is for 
telecommunications services. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
A discussion was held regarding the moving and reconstruction of a ¼ mile of Riley Road due to the 
recent flooding.  An Easement is needed from Mr. Howard Nozicka before the project can proceed and 
Interstate Engineering, Inc. needs to complete an engineering consultation on the road.   
 
The Commissioners discussed the gravel crushing that was and is to be completed by Bob Bak 
Construction from Pierre, SD. The Construction Company is moving equipment in this week so 
hopefully the gravel crushing can begin next week.  The gravel crushing site is located at the Newth Pit 
near Nisland, SD. Due to the recent flooding in both Butte County and in the Pierre/Ft. Pierre area,  
Bob Bak Construction has been unable to crush the 2500 yards of gravel by June 3, 2011 and the 
remaining balance of 17,500 yards by June 30th.  
 
Due to the unforeseen flooding the SD State of Emergency Management has granted Butte County a 
60 day extension to complete the projects from the 2009 FEMA event.  The deadline is  
August 30, 2011.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and the Commissioners discussed various road concerns within 
the County.  
 
Committee Reports were given. 
 
 
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign a letter of intent addressed 
to Ms. Karla Trautman, Associate Director with SDSU Extension. The letter states that Butte County 
supports continuing to provide 4-H and youth development work in the County through the new  
4-H/Youth Program Advisor position.  The position is a 50/50 split between Butte County  
and Lawrence County.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Commissioner Kling recused himself at 4:00 p.m. due to a conflict of interest.  
 
A public hearing was scheduled at 4:00 p.m. for the malt beverage license renewals –  
(Sunday Sales) for Extreme Enterprise LLC d/b/a – Branding Iron Steakhouse & Saloon and  
212 Enterprises LLC d/b/a 212 Bait & Tackle.  State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett and  
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide were both present.   
  
Let the records show that the Commissioners took a 25 minute recess.  
 
Amber Ziegler arrived at 4:20 p.m. and Toni Moncur arrived at 4:25 p.m. 
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 4:25 p.m.   
 
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide read the Determination of the Court that the Defendant  
Toni Moncur has been found guilty of: Location of Adult Oriented Business Restricted. The location 
where the violation occurred is 212 Bait & Tackle, 11301 US Hwy 212, Belle Fourche, SD  57717. 
The Judgment of Conviction was filed on April 29, 2011. Even if the applications are approved by the 
Commissioners the applications will then be reviewed by the Secretary of Revenue in Pierre, SD. 
Secretary of Revenue will make the final decision.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to approve the malt beverage license renewal –  
(Sunday Sales) for Extreme Enterprise LLC d/b/a – Branding Iron Steakhouse & Saloon and approve 
the malt beverage license renewal – (Sunday Sales) for 212 Enterprises LLC d/b/a 212 Bait & Tackle.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Commissioner Kling rejoined the meeting at 4:36 p.m. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to supplement the Treasurer’s Budget for the amount of $150.00 
and to supplement the Register of Deeds’ Budget for the amount of $75.00.  The Deputy Workshop that 
was scheduled for June 22 - 23, 2011 in Pierre, SD was cancelled. The amounts being supplemented 
are refunds for the registration fees.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to adjourn the meeting at 4:40 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.     
 
      
 
   
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   


