
3/15/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 12:06 P.M. 
March 15, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms, Hansen  
and Fernen.     
  
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to approve the meeting agenda with the addition of an Executive 
Session regarding legal matters and personnel matters.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the minutes from the March 1, 2011 Regular 
Commissioners’ meeting and to approve the minutes from the March 3, 2011 Special Commissioners’ 
meeting.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for February 28, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 

 
AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 

 
BUTTE COUNTY 

 
February 28, 2011 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                     454,368.72 
Wells Fargo Savings                         804,992.87 
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                          5.68 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               1,259,367.27 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 429,644.92 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $ 429,644.92 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 229,509.36 
NHFCU               0.00 
SSFCU    249,644.87 
PB&T                        1,554,048.52 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   2,033,202.75 
 
Cash on Hand          1,250.00 
 
Cash Items         16,100.21 
 
Postage Meter/Postage          3,742.20 
 
Butte County Economic Development       76,636.79 
 
Sheriff Drug Seizure             571.32 
 
Sheriff Credit Card Account          1,500.00 
 
Butte County Emergency / Sheriff                                                                                             1,946.91 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   3,823,962.37 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            3/15/2011 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  3/15/2011 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
   
 
 
 
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to accept the County Lien report for February 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

 
  EXPENSES EXPENSES RECOVERED    RECOVERED 
   FEB 2011          YTD              FEB 2011        YTD 
 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $23,746.62 $34,547.48 $  3,541.79 $  6,611.09 
 
JAIL  $15,016.96 $22,969.64 $  2,018.79 $  2,543.79 
 
POOR LIEN  $  4,184.00      $  4,184.00   $       30.00 $       65.00 
 
REGIONAL JUVENILLE $  6,508.14   $  6,508.14    $    200.00 $     220.00 
DETENTION 
 
The following liens have been applied: 
Rob Akerstrom $553.20 CAA 
Bobby Barker $106.60 CAA 
Johnathan Beane $253.00 CAA 
Cristina Bryan $250.25 CAA 
Lanci Chapman                   $1,193.00 CAA 
John D Collins $659.63 CAA 
Drew Delahoy $275.60 CAA 
Mike Geller $548.70 CAA 
Harry Hamilton $454.40 CAA 
Jacob Lee $342.20 CAA 
Gary Lindley $624.00 CAA 
Scott McVey $384.00 CAA 
Larry Mitchell $379.00 CAA 
Jennifer Netzer $147.25 CAA 
Kasey Noren $106.60 CAA 
Jan Quaring $629.20 CAA 
Nellie Rafael $598.60 CAA 
Bobby Rice $172.20 CAA 
Nancy Roehler $369.00 CAA 
McKala Romey $252.00 CAA 
Randy Sparkman $259.20 CAA 
Amiel Talks $254.20 CAA 
Netanya Walker $308.65 CAA 
Jeff Weir $385.40 CAA 
David Willoughby $292.00 CAA 
Juvenile                  $3,058.25 JUV 
   
Total                $12,856.13  
   
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout with 
the exception of holding Voucher Number 176,368 payable to Butler Machinery for the amount of 
$1,254.90 until clarification is received from Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 



 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to accept the Register of Deeds report for February 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
The February VSO Report was presented at the March 1, 2011 meeting.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to approve the following travel requests:  
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken and Mr. Fred Wells from the Vale Volunteer Fire 
Department/SD IMAT to attend a Risk and Vulnerability Class in Pierre, SD on March 23 – 24, 2011; 
Deputy Gary Brunner to attend a Drug Investigator Training in Deadwood, SD on April 4 – 5, 2011; 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken and Head Dispatcher Dallas Ford to attend a 
APCO – Dakota 911 Conference in Dickinson, ND on May 1 – 5, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve three abatements based on the fact that the 
Applicants have qualified for the Assessment Freeze for the Elderly and Disabled, but missed the 
deadline as prescribed in SDCL 10-6A-4.  The abatements are as follows:    

1. Rosalie Bury – Parcel Number 15.09.G.01B – Amount Abated $420.79 
2. Jack & Mary Moore – Parcel Number 15.20.02.04 – Amount Abated $863.47 
3. Harriette Zimmer – Parcel Number 15.39.01.19A – Amount Abated $911.86 

Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Sheriff Fred Lamphere came before the Commissioners.  Sheriff Lamphere asked for the go-ahead to 
present agenda items in a different order as was presented on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Phillip Thornhill from the City of Newell Fire Department came before the Commissioners asking if 
the Newell Fire Department could use a small portion of the old County Shop building in Newell, SD to 
store a few items.  Chairman Smeenk directed Mr. Thornhill to discuss the matter with Highway 
Superintendent Don Adams but as far as the Commissioners were concerned this request wouldn’t be 
a problem. 
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken and Mr. Fred Wells came before the 
Commissioners asking them to pass a Resolution to approve the five year Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen that the Butte County Board of Commissioners deems it advisable 
and in the best interest of Butte County to approve the said Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
The Butte County Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan is on file in the Butte County Auditor’s Office. 
 

BUTTE COUNTY 
RESOLUTION 2011-12 

 
The Butte County Board of Commissioners deems it advisable and in the best interest of Butte County 
to approve said Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 15TH DAY OF MARCH 2011. 
 
 

BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY        
               COMMISSIONERS 

                             /s/:  Steve Smeenk 
                                                         STEVE SMEENK, CHAIRMAN 
 
 

ATTEST:        /s/:  Elaine Jensen 
 ELAINE JENSEN 

 BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR 
 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to call for Bids for a 100 KW Mobile Generator.  Butte County 
currently has one 100 KW Mobile Generator.  The one Generator is located at the Butte County  
(Belle Fourche) Highway Shop and the second would be placed at the SDDOT State County Shop in 
Newell, SD.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere will check into additional funding information before proceeding with purchasing 
additional cameras for the courthouse.  This agenda item will be tabled until the next meeting.   
 
Commissioner Kling arrived at 12:50 p.m.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the February Activity Report.   
 
Mr. Lyle Sprague from Five F Feedlot arrived at 12:52 p.m. but immediately stepped out of the meeting 
as the Commissioners were planning to go into an Executive Session.    
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 12:53 p.m. regarding legal and 
personnel matters.   Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett and  
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide were both present. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to come out of Executive Session at 1:42 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  No action was taken.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere reported that April 10 – 16, 2011 will be Dispatch recognition week.  An open house 
is planned for April 14, 2011.   
 
Fall River County Commissioner Mike Ortner and Harding County Commissioner Bob Johnson came 
before the Butte County Commissioners asking them to reconsider and join NACo  
(National Association County Officials).  A discussion was held in regards to what the benefits of 
belonging to NACo are to the South Dakota Counties.  Harding County Commissioner Matt Debow and 
Harding County Auditor Kathy Glines were also present.   
 



Chairman Smeenk turned the meeting over to Vice - Chairman Harms at 2:00 p.m.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen asking the Commissioners to reconsider their previous decision 
and join NACo.   Vice – Chairman Harms called for a Roll Call Vote.  Commissioner Fernen – Yes,  
Commissioner Kling – Yes, Commissioner Hansen – No, Commissioner Harms – Yes and 
Commissioner Smeenk – Yes.  Motion Carried.   
 
Vice – Chairman Harms turned the meeting back to Chairman Smeenk at 2:05 p.m.   
 
Commissioner Fernen left the meeting at 2:15 p.m. to leave for Pierre, SD so he could attend the  
New Elected Officials Workshop on March 16 – 17, 2011. 
 
At 2:15 p.m. a Public Hearing was held for the Second Reading of the Proposed Changes to  
Butte County Subdivision Ordinance 2005-2 and Butte County Subdivision Ordinance 2005-2 
Subdivision Checklist.  The Second Reading was read by Chairman Smeenk.  No one was present to 
make public comment.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Kling to accept the Second Reading and Adopt the Proposed Changes to  
Butte County Subdivision Ordinance 2005-2 and Butte County Subdivision Ordinance 2005-2 
Subdivision Checklist.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
The Ordinance will become effective on the 20th day (April 19, 2011) after its completed publication 
which will be on March 30, 2011.   
 
Butte County Subdivision Ordinance 2005-2 proposed change: 
 
Article IV   Section 5   No. 5   Page 12 
 
*Before final approval of the Butte County Commissioners, it is the responsibility of the developer, 
engineer or property owner to have a check made out to the Register of Deeds for the exact amount of 
the recording fees.  This is to be attached to the Final Plat and documents when presented to the Butte 
County Commissioners.  If the check or cash for the exact amount is not attached, the final approval 
will not be done. 
 
Butte County Subdivision Ordinance 2005-2 Subdivision Checklist, proposed change: 
 
Section 4     Final Plan   Page 6 
 
*Before final approval of the Butte County Commissioners, it is the responsibility of the developer, 
engineer or property owner to have a check made out to the Register of Deeds for the exact amount of 
the recording fees.  This is to be attached to the Final Plat and documents when presented to the Butte 
County Commissioners.  If the check or cash for the exact amount is not attached, the final approval 
will not be done. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Harms to approve the Final Plat of Lot 1 of KRF Subdivision located in a 
Portion of Tract 6 in the SW1/4 Section 1, T8N, R2E, B.H.M. Butte County, South Dakota.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  Mr. Al Schreier was also present.  
 
Director of Equalization/Planning Director Polly Odle presented the Commissioners with a FEMA Flood 
Map Update. 
 
Director of Equalization/Planning Director Polly Odle reviewed the 2011 Productivity Ag Valuation 
Formula and the Soil Screen Math Formula with the Commissioners.   
 



Mr. Dan Thompson came before the Commissioners to discuss the flooding waters on St. Anthony’s 
Road which is located north of Newell, SD.  When the flooding ceases Highway Superintendent  
Don Adams will access the road.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to accept SDDOT’s recommendation to accept the Bid from  
Corr Construction Services, Inc. for the amount of $258,706.10 for Project Number BRF 6313(07),  
BRF 6313 (05) PCN:  00RD.  The location of the project:  Structures are located northwest of  
Mud Buttes over North Indian and South Indian Creeks - (Camp Crook Road).  The Improvement Type:  
Structures & Approach Grading (2 – 10’x5’ Precast & 2 – 10’x6’ Precast Box Culverts).   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Ms. Marion Atkins - the South Dakota Field Manager for the Bureau of Land Management came before 
the Commissioners to present them with some updated information in relation to the happenings with 
BLM.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to set rates for County Equipment use.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
 
The Equipment Rates are as follows:   

1. Grader               $150.00 
2. Loader               $125.00 
3. Back Hoe          $125.00 
4. Mower Tractor   $125.00 

 
A brief discussion was held pertaining to the STIP project list that was currently received from SDDOT.  
 
Commissioner Hansen gave an update on the Structure on North Indian Creek.  The construction has 
temporarily stopped until the creek water recedes. 
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed the need for a different spray 
vehicle for the Weed & Pest Department.   
 
The Primary and Secondary Road Designations for the Union Township will be tabled until the  
April 5, 2011 meeting. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve Voucher Number 176,368 payable to Butler 
Machinery for the amount $1,254.90.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners addressed the request for road repair from Mr. Gary Velder.   
Other road concerns and issues within the County were also discussed. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Kling to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the three year lease 
agreement between Butte County and Mr. Keith Franke and for Chairman Smeenk to sign the 
three year lease between Butte County and Mr. Richard Harrison. Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
Committee Reports were given.   
 
Motion by Kling Second by Harms to adjourn the meeting at 4:33 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.       
      
 
  



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
    
 
   
__________________________ 
 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
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