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THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. 
May 3, 2011.  Commissioners present were Harms, Hansen, Fernen and Kling.   
Commissioner Smeenk was absent as he was attending a W.I.T. (Whatever It Takes)  
Coalition meeting in Newell, SD.   
  
Vice - Chairman Stan Harms called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the meeting agenda with the addition of a change in 
the designation of the Butte County Floodplain Coordinator. This discussion will be held during the 
Sheriff’s allotted time. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to approve the minutes from the April 19, 2011  
Commissioners’ meeting and to approve the Board of Equalization minutes from the  
April 12, 2011 meeting and the April 26, 2011 meeting. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to approve the following abatements. The three applicants 
have qualified for the Assessment Freeze for the Elderly and Disabled, but missed the deadline as 
prescribed in SDCL – 10-6A-4.  An abatement for Denise Arnold for the amount of $40.53 on parcel 
number 708755201, an abatement for Arthur & Delores Garcia for the amount of $6.44 on parcel 
number 67-A5870 and an abatement for Delmar W. or Sandra Oster for the amount of $85.67 on 
parcel number 421205702023UT.  Motion Carried.  Vote Unanimous.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve two travel requests: The first one is for the Director of 
Equalization Polly Odle and Deputy Director of Equalization Heather Schmidt to attend a Sales Ratio 
Workshop in Rapid City, SD on May 18, 2011 and for VSO Bob Wagner to attend a Congressional 
Forum in Hot Springs, SD on May 13, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to accept the VSO report for April 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the current happenings within their 
respective departments. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the 2012 WIC County 
Contract between Butte County and the South Dakota Department of Health and Medical Services. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to give an update pertaining to 
the Butte County Weed Board.  Adams also distributed the minutes from a meeting that was held on 
Wednesday, April 13, 2011. 
 
Mr. Scott Gullickson, Customer Account Technician from Butler Machinery and Mr. Noel Sauer, 
Technology Specialist from Butler Machinery came before the Commissioners to discuss an asset 
management hardware system that can be attached to each piece of equipment in the highway 
department.  This hardware equipment coordinates from the GPS satellites to supply quantitative 
information that can be used on a daily basis to analyze and improve productivity and overall 
operations of the road system.  The estimated cost of each unit is $695.00 with a monthly service  
fee averaging from $30.00 - $50.00 per month. 



Chairman Smeenk arrived at 10:40 a.m. and assumed the meeting as Chairman. 
 
Mr. Jim Parker from NJS Engineering and Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the 
Commissioners to discuss a culvert issue concern on Ziebach Street. Before any changes can be 
made to the culvert a No Rise Certificate needs to completed and approved by FEMA.  The 
Commissioners told Mr. Parker to proceed with a study of the culvert. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to surplus the 1984 Chevrolet Pickup in the Weed & Pest 
department and sell at the Meade County Surplus Auction on May 31, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to lift the weight limits on all asphalt roads except for the 
Helmer Road from National Street to Ziebach Street.  This is effective May 4, 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
  
Highway Superintendent Don Adams presented fuel quotes for May 2011.  
 
The Commissioners recessed at 12:05 p.m. with the public invited.   
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:35 p.m. 
 
The Butte County Fire Association came before the Commissioners to ask for additional funding for 
the 2012 budget. The Association was asking for an additional $21,000.00. Those present were  
Mr. Randy Vallery, Mr. Fred Wells, Mr. Mark Hespe, Mr. Phil Thornhill, and Mr. Andy Howie.  The 
Commissioners thanked the Fire Association for all of their hard work and dedication to Butte County. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for April 2011.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to supplement the Emergency Management Budget for 
$48,008.20 for radios and equipment that has been purchased from a grant.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere discussed with the Commissioners about applying for a three year  
Community Orienting Policing Grant so he could employ another full time deputy in the Sheriff’s 
Department.  The COPS Grant is not 100% funded so therefore due to budget restraints it was 
decided not to apply for the grant at this time.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to move the FEMA Flood Plain Coordinator position from the 
Director of Equalization office to the Emergency Management office.  Mr. Percy Bekken is the 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator for Butte County. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss the happenings within 
her office.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 2:36 p.m. for personnel 
matters with State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to come out of Executive Session at 2:47 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  No action was taken. 
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett and Chairman Steve Smeenk discussed the W.I.T.  
(Whatever It Takes) Coalition meeting that they had both attended earlier in the day at Newell, SD.  
They both reported that it was a very beneficial meeting.   
 



Committee Reports were given. 
 
It was a consensus from the Commissioners for Highway Superintendent Don Adams to proceed with 
Butler Machinery to get a quote for the asset management hardware system for the six CAT Graders. 
This hardware equipment coordinates from the GPS satellites to supply quantitative information that 
can be used on a daily basis to analyze and improve productivity and overall operations of the road 
system. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to adjourn the meeting at 3:30 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  Motion 
Carried.    
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING-$6,189.66, AUDITOR’S OFFICE-$8,346.28, BUILDINGS-$1,816.71, 
COMMISSIONERS-$5,414.40, DISPATCH-$15,072.64, EM/911-$2,588.66, EXTENSION-$2,048.00, HIGHWAY 
DEPT/WEED CONTROL-$27,320.57, NURSE’S OFFICE-$2,048.00, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE-$4,510.07, 
SHERIFF DEPT-$16,893.99, STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE-$8,999.94, TREASURER’S OFFICE-$8,582.41, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE-$1,163.34 

COUNTY SHARE FICA 
         BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $8,137.55 
SDRS (RETIREMENT) 
         BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $6,849.12 
GROUP INSURANCE 
         BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $35,061.34 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES & FEES 

APCO INTERNATIONAL INC $92.00, BACHMAN, RENEE $300.00, BARKER WILSON LAW FIRM $3,400.00, 
BERRETH, SETH W $400.00, BIEGLER, GREG $60.00, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $10.00, BLACK HILLS 
SECURITY $419.40, BOESPFLUG, PERRY $194.74, BROOKER, JACK $240.00, BRUNNER, GARY $217.34, 
INDIGENT MEDICAL TRAVEL ADVANCE $358.78, CARLSON, JEAN M. $6.40, CARLSON, LYNETTE $20.00, 
CAROL BUTZMAN CONSULTING $469.92, CASCADE COUNTY SHERIFF $90.00, CERMAK, LISA $150.00, 
CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY $875.00, CITY OF RAPID CITY $805.00, CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & DRUG 
$700.00, DAKOTABILITIES $180.00, DOLEZAL, SHANE $60.00, DONALD A. JANZ PHD $1,525.00, DOUBLE STAR 
COMPUTING $655.00, ECOLAB $482.50, ENERSON, BURTON $20.00, FREDERICKSON LAW OFFICE $244.60, 
GEHRINGER, CINDY $50.00, GOMEZ, CARMEN $20.00, GUPTIL, DEBORAH $20.00, HARDISON, DEBRA $50.00, 
HEINS, JEREMY $60.00, HILL LAW OFFICE $902.00, KABEISEMAN AND POLLARD $126.00, LEWIS & CLARK 
BEHAVIORAL $284.00, LEXISNEXIS $260.00, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR BOARD OF PRISIONERS $12,430.00, 
MONCUR, TONI $20.00, NAT'L ASSOC. OF COUNTIES $400.00, NATIONAL SHERIFF'S ASSOCIATION $50.00, 
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH NETWORK $249.80, PAMIDA INC–STURGIS $260.07, PARROW, JENNIFER $20.00, 
PENNINGTON COUNTY AUDITOR $123.00, PENNINGTON COUNTY STATES ATTORNEY $200.00, RAPID CITY 
REGIONAL HOSPITAL $2,213.02, RAPID REPORTING $180.00, REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH $303.38, 
REINDL, STACI L. $5,576.85, SCHAUB, LOREN $10.00, SD DEPT OF REVENUE $3,018.67, SPAN PUBLISHING 
INC $152.10, STURGIS REGIONAL HOSPITAL $61.90, THIGH, KIERSTEN M $20.00, TRIPP, BRANTLEY $20.00, 
TRUMP LAW OFFICES PC $3,500.00, VEGA, ESPIRIDION $20.00, VETTER, TRACY $20.00, WEST PAYMENT 
CENTER $215.98, WESTERN S.D. JUVENILE SERVICES $430.00, WHEELER, RONALD J $177.93, WILDE & 
HUNT $1,710.77, YANKTON SHERIFF OFFICE $25.00, ZIEGLER, AMBER $20.00 

PUBLISHING 
         RAPID CITY JOURNAL $1,060.23 
RENTALS 

BLACK HILLS PURE INC $63.70, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCT $778.63, DJ CONSTRUCTION $650.00, 
MARLIN LEASING $247.40, PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL $456.66 

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $109.59, ALAN'S AUTO RECYCLING $75.00, BUTLER MACHINERY $2,210.87, 
CENTRAL PARTS $66.86, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCT $138.22, DEMOS AUTO BODY & TOWING $85.00, 
DON'S HANDYMAN SERVICE $261.01, HERSRUDS OF B.F. $1,823.54, JT VEHICLE SYSTEMS $101.50, KONE 
INC. $339.32, LINDSTAD'S ALIGNMENT $40.00, NEWELL RANCH SUPPLY INC $43.19, RANDY'S DISCOUNT 
TIRES $896.00, RECREATION STATION INC $37.49, STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $12.98, WEST TIRE $375.74 

SUPPLIES & MATERIALS 
BELLE FOURCHE AMBULANCE $18.88, BELLE FOURCHE VETERINARY $20.00, BLACK HILLS PIONEER $54.00, 
BUDGET APPLIANCE & DOLLAR $22.99, BUTLER MACHINERY $1,069.11, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
$225.74, BUTTE COUNTY POSTAGE $1,192.44, CBH COOPERATIVE $2,882.28, CENTRAL PARTS $398.15, 
DAKOTA LUMBER $143.37, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $159.00, FAST BREAK SCREEN PRINTING $10.00, 
FASTENAL COMPANY $184.20, GRIMM'S PUMP & INDUSTRIAL $57.90, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $111.15, 
HOGEN, DALE $150.00, HUFFMAN, RODNEY $150.00, JMS  INC $116.00, KIMBALL MIDWEST $109.42, 
LAMPHERE, FRED $70.07, LEWIS, MELODIE $7.05, LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $1.99, MCLEODS $151.97,  



MG OIL COMPANY $15,037.70, MOTIVE PARTS & SUPPLY $211.31, NEVE'S UNIFORMS INC. $191.35, NEWELL 
RANCH SUPPLY INC $22.68, NEWMAN TRAFFIC SIGNS $3,692.88, PAMIDA $78.75, PHARMCHEM  INC $80.00, 
PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL $313.45, QUILL CORPORATION $279.96, RAPID DELIVERY $15.53, RUSHMORE 
COMMUNICATIONS $182.65, SAND CREEK PRINTING $398.79, SCHAUB, LOREN $35.00, SD CONTINUING 
LEGAL EDUCATION $150.00, SD DEPT OF TRANS $5,293.23, SD FEDERAL PROPERTY AGENCY $1,260.00, SD 
SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION $151.68, SERVALL UNIFORM/LINEN $674.42, STEREOS N STUFF $287.87, 
STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $567.74, SUMMIT SIGNS & SUPPLY $805.00, SUPERIOR PRESS $31.09, TEAM 
LABORATORY CORP $840.00, ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES $49,981.50 

TRAVEL & CONFERENCE 
AMERICINN $418.50, BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA INN $439.95, BRUNNER, GARY $72.94, CARLSON, LYNETTE 
$10.36, CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY $46.62, FERNEN, KENNETH $188.70, FOX, KRINDA $27.50, FRED PRYOR 
SEMINARS $49.00, GUPTIL, DEBORAH $105.82, HANSEN, KENNETH $18.50, KLING, KIM $13.32, LAMPHERE, 
FRED $35.34, LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $7.79, PENNINGTON COUNTY JAIL $656.30, ROSENAU, MARY $10.36, SD 
ASS'N OF COUNTIES $825.00, SDAAO $200.00, SMEENK, STEVEN $99.90, THIGH, KIERSTEN M $42.18, 
WAGNER, ROBERT $21.83, WALKER, PAULA $27.79 

UTILITIES 
A T & T $60.49, ALLTEL $927.06, BH POWER & LIGHT CO $2,745.61,  BUTTE CO. INTERNET $58.99, BUTTE 
ELECTRIC COOP $402.41, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $55.00, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $134.08, GOLDEN 
WEST COMPANIES $23.45, KNOLOGY $642.21, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL.CO $3,406.32, QWEST $1,600.38, 
REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC $112.30, TOWN OF NISLAND $64.10, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE $100.79 

      OTHER 
BLACK HILLS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT $500.00, BUTTE CONSERVATION DIST $1,250.00, EXTENSION 
POSTAGE $62.00, PAMIDA $51.96, SAND CREEK PRINTING $449.80 

2010 PSIC 
         MOTOROLA $45,408.20, WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS $2,600.00 
SHERIFF HIGHWAY SAFETY GRANT 

BRILL, CHRIS $60.00, GEIB, JOHN D $60.00, PARROW, DOUGLAS $1,144.44, SORENSON, JOSEY DONALD 
$60.00, SWEDLAND, KYLE WADE $60.00 

MACH, EQP, BOOKS & SOFTWARE 
         DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $3,361.69 
 

 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 


