
05/31/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 11:00 A.M. 
May 31, 2011 for a special meeting.  Commissioners present were Smeenk,  
Harms, Hansen and Fernen.  Commissioner Kling was absent.   
Also present for the special meeting was Sheriff Fred Lamphere, Emergency Manager/E911 
Coordinator Percy Bekken, Highway Superintendent Don Adams, Mayor Gary Hendrickson,  
Newell Fire Chief Andy Howie and Mr. Ed Baker.    
 
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the special meeting to order. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere presented the Commissioners with the road closures in Butte County as of  
May 31, 2011. 
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken read the Resolution for Declaration of 
Emergency/Disaster for Butte County.  It is as follows:  
 

RESOLUTION FOR DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY/DISASTER 
 

WHEREAS, Butte County, South Dakota, has suffered severe damages, brought on by spring 
flooding due to snow melt and excessive run-off associated with isolated heavy rains. 
 
WHEREAS, the following conditions exist in Butte County as a result of the disaster:   Washed out 
bridges, culverts and road beds on public roads, soft roads due to standing water, damage to private 
property and damage to infrastructures. 
 
WHEREAS, Butte County has committed all available resources and taken all possible actions within 
the jurisdictional boundaries to combat and to alleviate the emergency/disaster and local resources 
are not adequate to cope with the situation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Butte County Board of County Commissioners for, 
and on behalf of the citizens of Butte County, request the Governor of the State of South Dakota to 
petition the President of the United States to declare Butte County, South Dakota an 
emergency/disaster area. 
     
Dated this 31st day May 2011. 
 

 
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

   /s/:  Steve Smeenk 
                                                                               CHAIRMAN   
     
 
ATTEST: /s/:  Elaine Jensen  
BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to adopt the Resolution for Declaration of Emergency/Disaster 
for Butte County and submit to the State of the Emergency Management.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 



Sheriff Lamphere asked the Commissioners for their approval to employ two temporary employees to 
help with assessing damages and compiling information.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to hire two temporary employees to be placed in the 
Emergency Management Office and the Highway Office to assist with assessing damages and 
compiling information.  These two temporary positions are for one month with a rate of pay set at 
$12.50 per hour. This is effective immediately. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mr. Ed Baker visited with the Commissioners about Hanger Lane.  There is a structure that is washed 
out at one end.  This matter needs to be researched further as research needs to be done to see if 
this is a private matter or if this is Union Township’s responsibility.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.   
  
 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 


