
11/01/2011 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:35 A.M. 
November 1, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms, Hansen,  
Kling and Fernen.   
  
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the meeting agenda. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the minutes from the October 18, 2011 meeting. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to accept the VSO report for October 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Treasurer Deb Lensegrav came before the Commissioners to discuss the floor situation in her office.   
It was a consensus from the Commission for Horsley Specialties, Inc. to remove the carpet in the 
Treasurer’s office and have Hill’s Interiors, Inc. install new flooring in the Treasurer’s office.   
The tentative date for this project has been scheduled for November 11 – 13, 2011. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve the following travel requests:   
Auditor Elaine Jensen, Mary Rosenau and Lindsey Harris to attend an Election Workshop in Pierre, SD 
on November 16 – 18, 2011 and for Highway Superintendent Don Adams to attend a Safety & Loss 
Control Conference in Oacoma, SD on November 16-17, 2011.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.      
 
There are no abatements to be presented at this time. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve an Application  
For Occupancy On The Right Of Way Of County Highways for Harris Construction  
to install a livestock water line and install an electrical line by trenching or boring.  
The installation is for landowner Mr. Tom Brunner and will be done on Quin Road.   
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve an Application  
To Construct A Cattle Guard Across A County Road for Mr. Mark Erk. The motion is contingent upon 
the Cattle Guard meeting the County’s road width specifications and the Cattle Guard installation must 
be inspected and approved by Highway Superintendent Don Adams. The reason for the Cattle Guard 
installation is to put in a new fence.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
  
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Century Link to install a GPR wire for telephone service by boring all four road 
crossings on Valley One Road and trench parallel to Bait Road.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams relayed to the Commissioners that Butte County needs to get a 
Stormwater General Construction permit from DENR prior to the relocation of Riley Road. Also, FEMA 
has yet to notify us to give us the go ahead to proceed with the project. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams reported to the Commissioners that the concrete culvert is 
currently being installed on Beet Road.  
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to purchase used four foot culverts and used six foot culverts 
from High Mark Construction.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Engineer Nick Hoffman from Interstate Engineering, Inc. came before the Commissioners to present 
five different structure options for the North Indian Creek Bridge Structure. He also discussed 
Preliminary Cost Estimates for the different options. These suggestions will be taken under advisement 
by the Commissioners.  No action was taken.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to set a speed limit of 45 mph on Gray Road so this will be 
consistent with the speed limit that the City of Belle Fourche has put into place. Speed limit signs will be 
posted at both ends. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners discussed the speed limit on Hay Creek Lane and the speed limit will remain at  
40 mph.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to set a time limit on the removal of the steel and bridge plank when 
the scrap iron and used bridge plank bids are awarded.  The scrap iron will need to be removed in 180 
days and the bridge plank in 30 days. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners discussed road concerns with Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:05 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
Chairman Smeenk called the meeting back to order at 1:34 p.m. 
 
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide along with Sheriff Lamphere discussed the  
Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance.  The Commissioners had some legal concerns regarding the 
Ordinance. 
 
The Commissioners had questions for Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide concerning the  
North Indian Creek Bridge Structure, the Emergency Road Access concerns in Belle View Acres and a 
vacated road issue.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to go into Executive Session at 1:45 p.m. regarding legal matters.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 2:45 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to appoint the Butte County Emergency Manager as the 
Floodplain Administrator. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
The First Reading of the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance 2011-1 was read by Auditor Elaine 
Jensen.  No one was present to comment.   
   
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to accept the First Reading of the Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  The Second Reading will be done on Tuesday,  
November 22, 2011. 
 
The County Road Atlas project was discussed. Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken 
and Sherriff Lamphere will have current prices compiled for the next meeting. Therefore no action was 
taken.  
 



Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken discussed with the Commissioners the present 
and future Homeland Security Projects that are being considered. The Homeland Security Money for 
2010 has been released and the amount is $45,573.60.   
Sheriff Lamphere and Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken will be attending a 
Homeland Security Regional Meeting in Faith, SD on Thursday, November 3, 2011. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Kling to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign an Agreement For 
Geographic Information System (GIS) – based 9-1-1 Call Locator and Routing Project  
for the amount of $5,500.00. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Mayor Gary Hendrickson came before the Commissioners to alert them of the safety concern that 
exists on the Helmer Road in regards to the hill that is sliding. This has become a liability concern for 
the City of Belle Fourche.  The City of Belle Fourche will have a special meeting on Wednesday, 
November 2, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. to discuss the seriousness of the road situation and the possibility of 
closing the road. 
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to transfer $204,371.00 from Highway Fund 201 to the following 
funds: Fund 202 - $36,562.00, Fund 204 - $112,810.00 and Fund 206 - $54,999.00. The transfer is for 
a distribution of actual operating expenses to the appropriate funds. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to complete the 2011 Butte County Budget approved cash 
operating transfers. They are as follows:  Transfer $153,220.32 from General Fund Cash (Fund 101) to 
Highway Department Cash (Fund 201), Transfer $40,496.84 from General Fund Cash (Fund 101) to 
Emergency Management (Fund 226) and Transfer $2,047.53 from General Fund Cash (Fund 101) to 
Fire (Fund 211). Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to authorize payment for flu shots for Butte County employees if 
they choose to get a flu shot. Flu shots will be available at the Wellness Clinic which is scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 15, 2011 from 12:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ room.  If there is a 
conflict with the November 15th date employees can get a flu shot from Butte County Health Nurse – 
Linda Hoxie. The flu shots will only be compensated for at the Wellness Clinic or if the flu shot is given 
by Health Nurse Linda Hoxie.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to change the regular scheduled meeting from Tuesday, 
November 15, 2011 to Tuesday, November 22, 2011.  The meeting will start at 1:00 p.m.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to give the Friday after Thanksgiving off with pay.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to hire Mr. Charles Capp for 15 hours per week at $11.00 per hour 
to help with cleaning and light maintenance in the Butte County Courthouse Complex.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign a letter addressed to the 
City of Belle Fourche stating that the Board of Butte County Commissioners oppose the extension of 
TIF #2 and the Commissioners are also questioning the review process in how the extensions are 
considered.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to have the Emergency Manager be a stand-alone office and not 
be a part of the Sheriff’s Office.  Chairman Smeenk called for a Roll Call vote:  
Harms – Yes, Hansen – Yes, Kling – Yes, Fernen – Yes and Smeenk – No.  Motion Carried. 



 
The Commissioners discussed the North Indian Creek Bridge Structure.  The different options were 
discussed that were presented by Interstate Engineer Nick Hoffman.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $7,234.47, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $9,098.70, BUILDINGS $1,628.00, COMMISSIONERS 
$5,534.40, DISPATCH $18,005.64, EM/911 $2,588.66, EXTENSION $2,048.00, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL 
$28,193.66, NURSE’S OFFICE $2,048.00, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE $4,693.26, SHERIFF DEPT $16,878.41, STATES 
ATTORNEY OFFICE $12,678.24, TREASURER’S OFFICE $8,585.66, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $1,163.34 
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $8,428.47 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $6,862.04 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $35,455.36 
 
PRINCIPAL 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

212-79 SERVICE CENTER $6.22, ANLIKER, MARTI MARIE $300.00, BACHMAN, RENEE $250.00, BARKER WILSON LAW 
FIRM LLP $3,400.00, BEGUIN, SHAWN $50.74, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $215.00, BOB BAK CONSTRUCTION 
$97,600.00, BO'S LAWN SYSTEMS $112.50, BROOKER, JACK $310.00, CAROL BUTZMAN CONSULTING SERV $734.52, 
CITY OF RAPID CITY $840.00, CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & DRUG $1,090.00, CVD CONSTRUCTION, INC. $ 266.50, 
DAKOTABILITIES $180.00, DATASPEC  LLC $99.00, DAY MORRIS LAW FIRM $277.50, DSS DRUG SCREENING 
SERVICES $60.00, ECOLAB $482.50, FINK, TERESA L $107.80, GINSBACH, LACI $52.22, FUNERAL HOME NO. HILLS 
$1,000.00, GORDON LAW, PC $3,500.00, HARDISON, DEBRA $250.00, HARKINS, CAROLYN M $48.80, HOLDHUSEN, 
RICHARD $50.74, INTERSTATE ENGINEERING $14,423.10, KLOPFENSTEIN MD, DAVID $15.32, LEXISNEXIS $220.00, 
MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIS $2,382.50, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $16,830.00, MUTCHLER, TRICIA L $22.80, 
MYERS, GEORGE $50.74, OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH NETWORK $40.00, OLSON, MARGARET $98.10, PALMER, JAMIE 
$50.74, PENN CO AUDITOR $36,672.59, PENNINGTON COUNTY JAIL $1,436.80, PRATT, BERTHA $50.74, RAPID CITY 
REGIONAL HOSPITAL $786.46, RAPID REPORTING $220.00, REEVES, EVERETT $52.22, REGIONAL HEALTH 
PHYSICIANS $125.00, REINDL, STACI L. $5,500.00, SCHAUB, LOREN $50.00, SD ASS'N OF CO COMM $3,038.44, SD 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE $168.00, SD HEALTH LAB $76.00, VANDERWERFF, MARCI $50.74, WEST PAYMENT 
CENTER $107.99, WESTERN S.D. JUVENILE SERVICES $6,020.00, WILDE & HUNT $630.00, WITNESS FEES $236.18 
PUBLISHING  

BLACK HILLS PIONEER $30.00, BLACK HILLS WEEKLY GROUP $36.00, RAGAN COMMUNICATIONS,  INC $29.95, 
RAPID CITY JOURNAL $368.39 
RENTALS 

BLACK HILLS PURE INC $98.46, DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $ 650.00, MARLIN LEASING $247.40, PITNEY 
BOWES GLOBAL $456.66, ROSS RENTALS, LLC $85.00  
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $142.86, BICKLE TRUCK & DIESEL SERVICE $147.19, BLACK HILLS WINDSHIELD 
REPAIR $249.10, CENTURY BUSINESS PROD $669.15, FRONTIER GLASS OF BELLE $400.00, HERSRUDS OF B.F. 
$1,268.16, JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL $156.70, KONE INC. $ 339.32, NEWELL SERVICE CENTER $94.95, RABER'S 
WELDING $375.00, SCOTT PETERSON MOTORS $190.56 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

BOB BAK CONSTRUCTION $32,305.60, BUTLER MACHINERY $1,440.55, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE $2,617.99, 
CALIFORNIA CONTRACTORS  $149.40, CBH COOPERATIVE $3,309.53, CENTRAL PARTS $411.94, COUNTY DRUG 
$8.87, DAKOTA LUMBER $624.17, DIAMOND MOWERS INC $1,248.32, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $199.90, FAST 
BREAK SCREEN PRINTING $12.00, FASTENAL COMPANY $255.16, GRABER VOICE AND DATA  INC. $97.00, 
HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $375.57, KIMBALL MIDWEST $189.42, LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $10.19, MG OIL COMPANY 
$13,207.09, MOTIVE PARTS & SUPPLY $1,311.41, NEVE'S UNIFORMS INC. $ 37.52, NEWELL RANCH SUPPLY INC 
$61.95, OFFICE DEPOT $117.56, OFFICE EMPORIUM $4.99, PAGE AUTO SUPPLY $53.54, PAMIDA $630.73, 
PENNINGTON COUNTY 911 $150.00, QUILL CORPORATION $1,278.27, RANDY'S DISCOUNT TIRES $756.00, ROBERT 
A TELKAMP $159.99, SAND CREEK PRINTING $172.40, SD DEPT OF TRANS $19,890.01, STEREOS N STUFF $255.92, 
STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $228.38, TRIMBLE NAV LMTD $149.70, USPS $87.49, WELLS PLUMBING $36.36, WEST 
TIRE $953.99, WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS INC $100.00 
TRAVEL AND CONFERENCE  

BEST WESTERN OF HURON $93.00, CEDAR SHORE RESORT $183.90, SOUTH DAKOTA LTAP $70.00 



UTILITIES 

AT&T $872.06, BLACK HILLS POWER $2,939.81, BUTTE ELECTRIC COOP $150.93, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $65.00, 
CENTURYLINK $2,246.42, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $214.94, KNOLOGY $721.76, GOLDEN WEST 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS $23.80, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL.CO $98.07, REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC $112.30, TOWN OF 
NISLAND $64.10, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO. $101.82 
OTHER  

NAT'L ASSOC. OF COUNTIES $400.00 
 

 
  
 
       
 
   
 
       
 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
 

 


