
11/22/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:17 P.M. 
November 22, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Hansen, Fernen and Kling.  
Commissioner Harms was absent.     
  
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to approve the meeting agenda which included the addition of a 
discussion pertaining to Tax Increment Districts. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the minutes from the November 1, 2011  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for October 31, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
                           AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 

 
BUTTE COUNTY 
October 31, 2011 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                  3,876,205.54 
Wells Fargo Savings                         655,653.12 
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                         5.68 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               4,531,864.34 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 430,864.07 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $ 430,864.07 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 229,509.36 
NHFCU               0.00 
SSFCU    251,137.56 
PB&T                        1,564,190.91 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   2,044,837.83 
 
Cash on Hand          1,500.00 
 
Cash Items                 0.00 
 
Postage Meter/Postage                0.00 
 
Butte County Economic Development       76,674.91 
 
Sheriff Drug Seizure                0.00 
 
Sheriff Credit Card Account         1,500.00 
 
Butte County Emergency / Sheriff                                                                                             1,888.42 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   7,089,129.57 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            11/22/2011 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  11/22/2011 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to accept the County Lien report for October 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

      
  EXPENSES        EXPENSES    RECOVERED     RECOVERED 
  OCT 2011      YTD       OCT 2011            YTD 

 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $   9,700.00 $ 123,581.88 $  3,055.26 $  31,743.28 
 
JAIL $ 19,520.66 $ 169,320.72 $  1,820.00 $  11,803.79 
 
POOR LIEN $   1,059.23 $     9,186.61 $       30.00 $    1,893.56 
 
REGIONAL JUVENILLE $ 42,405.59 $   61,813.73 $         0.00 $    1,829.42  
DETENTION 
 

  
The following liens for October have been applied: 
 

COMMISSIONER REPORT 

Liens for October 
 

Abuse & Neglect $1,349.08 A&N 

Ager, Jade $55.00 Jail 

Bennett, Rosemary 
   Aka Romey-Westland 

$660.00 Jail 

Cooper,  Charles $55.00 Jail 

Darrington, Natasha $55.00 Jail 

Dimmick, Dustin $55.00 Jail 

Gibson, Timothy, Jr $1,705.00 Jail 

Karas, Tim 
   Aka Timothy 

$55.00 Jail 

Kerstetter, Alex $3,190.00 Jail 

Lien, Alfred $165.00 Jail 

Mitchell, Tim 
   Aka Timothy 

$55.00 Jail 

O’Connor, Tana $550.00 Jail 

Porep, Jesse $1,705.00 Jail 

   

Total $9,654.08  

 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to approve the bills for payment. Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign a Progressive Pay 
Estimate For Work Completed on the Riley Road Relocation (Project number L11-04-165) for the 
amount of $10,279.40.  This is payable to Homestead Maintenance.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to accept the Register of Deed’s report for October 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve a travel request for Deputy Clements to attend a  
Law Enforcement Coordinating Committee Conference in Sioux Falls, SD on November 16-17, 2011.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Ms. Marlene Neiman came before the Commissioners to ask the Commissioners to grant an  
Owner-Occupied Status for her 2010 taxes payable in 2011.  Deputy Director of Equalization  
Heather Schmidt was present for the discussion. 
  
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to deny the Owner-Occupied Status request for  
Rick and Marlene Neiman for 2010 taxes payable in 2011.  The owners must have occupied the home 
on or before November 1, 2010 to qualify for the Owner-Occupied Status. Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
   
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to write-off mobile home taxes for the amount of  
$127.11 on an uninhabitable mobile home which is located at 16A 9th Avenue, Belle Fourche, SD.  
The owner is Ronald King. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for October 2011. 
 
Ms. Erica Mertens, Belle Fourche City Ambulance Director, Belle Fourche City Council Representatives 
John Washburn and Larry Schuldies and Dr. Bailey, Medical Director from Spearfish, SD came before 
the Commissioners to discuss concerns regarding the Butte County Ambulance Service. The increased 
number of runs is surpassing volunteer service. The necessity to form an Ambulance Taxing District for 
funding purposes was discussed. Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was also present.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the 2012 renewal forms 
with South Dakota School District Benefits Fund for health insurance coverage for the Employees of 
Butte County. The increase for 2012 is 8%. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was also present.   
 
A discussion was held regarding the extension of TIF #2 which was granted by the Belle Fourche  
City Council on Monday, November 21, 2011. The Butte County Commissioners unanimously voted on 
Tuesday, November 1, 2011 to oppose the extension. Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was 
also present.  
 
Emergency Manager / E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken held the second reading of the Flood Damage 
Prevention Ordinance 2011-1. No one was present for comment.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to accept the second reading to the Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance 2011-1. Voting yes were Smeenk, Hansen, Kling and Fernen. Motion passed.  
 
The Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance 2011-1 will be effective on December 27, 2011.   
 
The County Road Atlas Project was discussed. There are some minor corrections and changes that 
need to be made before the final County Road Atlas will be printed.  Costs were discussed regarding 
the entire project.  
 
It was a consensus from the board for new tires to be purchased for the Emergency Management 
vehicle immediately instead of waiting to be purchased out of the 2012 budget. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to lift the burn ban effective immediately. County residents are still 
encouraged to call Dispatch as a courtesy if going to burn. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 



A job description is to be drafted for the Emergency Manager position and brought back to the 
Commissioners for their review and input on December 6, 2011.  
 
Engineer Neil Stodolski from Interstate Engineering, Inc. and Highway Superintendent Don Adams 
were both present to discuss Helmer Road with the Commissioners. The option of putting in a detour 
while waiting for the road to be repaired was discussed but the estimated cost could range from 
$69,300.00 to $138,000.00. The Commissioners all agreed that the detour option was not a possibility. 
The City of Belle Fourche was currently meeting on this same issue so it was decided to wait to see 
what the City’s proposal may be. 
 
The North Indian Creek Bridge Structure was discussed. Interstate Engineering, Inc. will be submitting 
permits for the proposed 60 foot bridge structure.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to grant an additional extension to December 31, 2011 for the 
completion of the Riley Road Relocation Project.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
At 3:45 p.m. Auditor Jensen presented the Commissioners with the 2012 Retail (on-sale)  
Liquor License Renewal Applications. Commissioner Kling recused himself due to a conflict of interest.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to accept the following 2012 Retail (on-sale) Liquor License 
Renewal Applications:  

a. Besler’s Cadillac Ranch 

b. Branding Iron Steakhouse & Saloon 

c. MishMash 

d. Newell Golf Club 

e. Stone House Saloon 

The public hearing will be held on Tuesday, December 6, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. to consider the renewal of 
the submitted licenses. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Commissioner Kling returned to the meeting. 
 
Mr. Al Schaefer from Legislative Audit came before the Commissioners and Auditor Jensen to discuss 
his findings of the 2009-2010 Audit he completed for Butte County.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the 2009-2010 audit 
report.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed with the Commissioners the fading of the blue signs on 
private roads and lanes that are used to for 911 purposes. The signs are in need of being replaced. 
Adams will get a count on how many signs are needed and report back to the Commissioners on 
December 6, 2011.  
 
On November 15, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. Highway Superintendent Don Adams, Highway Secretary  
Melissa Mitchell and Auditor Jensen opened bids that were submitted for Scrap Iron which is located at 
the Belle County Shop and Bridge Plank which is located at the Fruitdale Dump Site.  
 
The Commissioners reviewed the bids and awarded the following:  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to award the Scrap Iron – Steel Bid which is located at the  
Belle County Shop to Coughlin Recycling for the amount of $110.00 per ton. This is contingent upon  
Mr. Coughlin signing a Contract Agreement which states the specifications regarding the removal of the 
scrap iron and payment of the scrap iron. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 



 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to award the Lot #1 (Bridge Plank) bid to Mr. Robert Boylan for the 
amount of $150.00. The bridge plank is located at the Fruitdale Dump Site.  This is contingent upon  
Mr. Boylan signing a Contract Agreement which states the specifications regarding the removal of the 
bridge plank and payment of the bridge plank. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Hansen to award the Lot #2 (Bridge Plank) bid to Mr. Fred Lamphere for the 
amount of $250.00. The bridge plank is located at the Fruitdale Dump Site.  This is contingent upon  
Mr. Lamphere signing a Contract Agreement which states the specifications regarding the removal of 
the bridge plank and payment of the bridge plank. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams gave an update on the GPS units that are being used in the 
Blades. There are still a few adjustments that need to be made so the units will record correctly.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams informed the Commissioners that he will be advertising for a 
Highway Foreman and a Blade Operator as both of these positions need to be filled. 
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to adjourn the meeting at 5:43 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
  
   
   
      
   
 
 
   
   
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   


