
9/22/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:40 P.M. 
September 22, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms, Hansen and  
Fernen.  Commissioner Kling was absent.     
  
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to approve the amended meeting agenda with moving the  
culvert issue on Ziebach Street to 1:45 p.m.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the minutes from the September 6, 2011  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for August 31, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 
 

BUTTE COUNTY 
August 31, 2011 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                  1,166,224.56 
Wells Fargo Savings                         655,399.43 
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                          5.68 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               1,821,629.67 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 430,279.10 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $ 430,279.10 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 229,509.36 
NHFCU               0.00 
SSFCU    250,546.73 
PB&T                        1,559,345.67 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   2,039,401.76 
 
Cash on Hand          1,250.00 
 
Cash Items                 0.00 
 
Postage Meter/Postage                0.00 
 
Butte County Economic Development       76,656.11 
 
Sheriff Drug Seizure            571.39 
 
Sheriff Credit Card Account         1,500.00 
 
Butte County Emergency / Sheriff                                                                                             1,946.91 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   4,373,234.94 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            09/15/2011 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  09/15/2011 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to accept the County Lien report for August 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

      
  EXPENSES        EXPENSES    RECOVERED     RECOVERED 
  AUG 2011      YTD       AUG 2011            YTD 

 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $12,803.39 $ 103,357.54        $  2,423.87    $  25,381.18 
 
JAIL  $19,989.91 $ 125,741.23        $  2,215.00    $    7,278.79 
 
POOR LIEN  $  1,729.30        $     8,097.78             $ 1,230.78    $    1,833.56 
 
REGIONAL JUVENILLE $         0.00       $   15,538.14            $       65.00    $    1,779.42  
DETENTION 
 

  
 
The following liens for August have been applied: 

Absher, Shawn $200.50 CAA 

Boyer, Michael $1,428.57 JAIL 

Foster, Robert $208.10 CAA 

Gibson, Timothy, Jr $1,650.00 JAIL 

Abuse & Neglect $152.16 A & N 

Miranda, Oscar $165.00 JAIL 

Nafus, Aaron $133.20 CAA 

O’Connor, Tana $385.00 JAIL 

O’Rourke, Jared $303.39 CAA 

Porep, Jesse $1,210.00 JAIL 

Roberts, Teresa $1,170.80 JAIL 

Toohey, Leonard $715.00 CAA 

Webster, Kevin $125.10 CAA 

Total $7,846.82  

   
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Derald and Kelly Hill from Hill’s Interiors, Inc. and Nick Hoffman, Interstate Engineer, Inc. came before 
the Commissioners to discuss the culvert issue on Ziebach Street.  Mr. Hoffman provided the 
Commissioners with engineered data that he had compiled in regards to the flooding that has occurred 
on Ziebach Street near Hill’s Interiors. Mr. Hoffman’s recommendation is to install a 96” arch pipe and 
perform channel cleaning and improvements.  The Commissioners will review and discuss the matter in 
more detail with Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to discuss concerns that he and the  
Dispatch Center has regarding the Butte County Ambulance Service. Sheriff Lamphere  
asked for an Executive Session regarding personnel.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 2:23 p.m. regarding  
personnel matters.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  Those present throughout the session  
were Sheriff Lamphere, Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide, Mayor Gary Hendrickson,  
Ragine Hendrickson and Belle Fourche Ambulance Service Director Erica Mertens. 



 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to come out of Executive Session at 2:57 p.m.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  No action was taken.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere discussed with the Commissioners the repairs that need to be done to the van trailer 
that will be used for storage. The estimated repair cost is $500.00.   
 
Sheriff Lamphere shared some information regarding the prisoner bench that he would like to have 
installed in the basement. The approximate cost is $385.00.   
 
Sheriff Lamphere and Director of Equalization Polly Odle discussed with the Commissioners different 
possibilities and options in regards to rearranging some offices. No action was taken. 
 
The Commissioners discussed with Sheriff Lamphere the subject of the Emergency Manager being his 
own Department Head instead of being under the Sheriff’s Department. Sheriff Lamphere does not 
have a problem with this change. The Commissioners will consider this possibility and revisit the matter 
at a later date.  
 
Mr. Bob Bak from Bob Bak Construction came before the Commissioners to discuss the 20,000 cubic 
yards more or less of gravel that was to be crushed by June 30, 2011.  Due to unforeseen 
circumstances the amount of gravel to be crushed by the deadline was not completed.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 3:35 p.m. regarding legal 
matters with Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Harms to come out of Executive Session at 4:14 p.m.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  The following action was taken:   
 
The Commissioners asked Mr. Bak to crush an additional 6000 yards of gravel by October 15, 2011 at 
the original bid price of $4.88 per cubic yard.  The Commissioners are willing to waive the liquidated 
damages if Mr. Bak can crush the additional 6,000 yards of gravel by October 15, 2011.  Mr. Bak 
agreed to the request. 
 
The North Indian Creek Bridge Structure was discussed.  The SDDOT is reviewing the designs of the 
bridge project. 
 
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide and the Commissioners reviewed the agreement between 
Butte County and Tyler Technologies, Inc.  Attorney Vander Heide feels the agreement is approved as 
to form.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Weed Sprayer Bill Erk came before the Commissioners to 
discuss the purchase of an ATV or an UTV to be used for spot spraying on county roads. The 
Commissioners would like to explore all options before making a decision. 
 
The South Dakota Office of Emergency Management concurs with Butte County’s request for an 
improved project on the Riley Road Reconstruction Project. The project is going through the 
environmental review process with FEMA.  A change order for a completion date will be prepared by 
the County for Homestead Maintenance when FEMA gives their approval for the project to proceed.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the Construction Contract 
between Sacrison Paving, Inc. and Butte County for the Old Belle Highway Road Improvement Project. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 



Highway Superintendent Don Adams reported that FEMA has completed their review of the 2011 flood 
assessments.   
 
A 100 year anniversary celebration will be held for the Butte County Courthouse in November 2011.   
Auditor Jensen will set a date after researching the availability of the entire Courthouse for the event.  
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle came before the Commissioners to discuss personnel in her office 
for 2012.  
 
There were no travel requests. 
 
There were no abatements.  
 
A special meeting to adopt the 2012 budget will be held on Wednesday, September 28, 2011 to begin 
at 1:30 p.m.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Hansen to adjourn the meeting at 5:24 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
 
   
 
   
   
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
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