
09/06/11 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. 
September 6, 2011.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Harms and Fernen.   
Commissioner Hansen and Commissioner Kling were absent.    
   
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to approve the meeting agenda.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to approve the minutes from the August 16, 2011  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for July 31, 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 

 
AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 

 
BUTTE COUNTY 

 
July 31, 2011 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking   $                   1,109,961.64 
Wells Fargo Savings                                   655,399.43 
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                          5.68 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $                 1,765,366.75 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $  430,279.10 
Wells Fargo Investment Account               0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $  430,279.10 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate    $  229,509.36 
NHFCU                  0.00 
SSFCU       250,546.73 
PB&T                                    1,559,345.67 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                    2,039,401.76 
 
Cash on Hand          1,250.00 
 
Cash Items                 0.00 
 
Postage Meter/Postage               0.00 
 
Butte County Economic Development     76,656.11 
 
Sheriff Drug Seizure             571.39 
 
Sheriff Credit Card Account         1,500.00 
 
Butte County Emergency / Sheriff                                  1,946.91 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                     4,316,972.02 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            8/31/2011 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav 8/22/2011 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to accept the VSO report for August 2011.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to approve the following travel requests: Emergency 
Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken to attend the 2011 SDEMA Conference in Yankton, SD  
on September 12 – 15, 2011, VSO Robert Wagner to attend a Congressional Forum at Ft. Meade on 
September 14, 2011, Register of Deeds Paula Walker to attend the County Convention in  
Rapid, City, SD on September 19 – 21, 2011, Director of Equalization Polly Odle,  
Deputy Director of Equalization Heather Schmidt and Assessor Jennifer Netterberg to attend the 
Annual Assessor’s School in Pierre, SD on September 18 – 23, 2011 and for Sheriff Lamphere to 
attend a SD Sheriff’s Association Conference in Aberdeen, SD on October 11 – 14, 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.    
 
Treasurer Deb Lensegrav came before the Commissioners asking them to take action on property 
taxes that have been deemed uncollectable. The list is as follows:  
1. John Hunter – Parcel Number 17.00.06.03 - $359.00 
2. Ron Capps – 1968 Guerdon Mobile Home 12 x 46 - $11.50 
3. Reed Harris – 1981 Regal Mobile Home - $49.10 
4. Lawrence Schaub – Parcel Number 08.2.01.11 - $268.44 
5. Jefferson Schulze – Parcel Number 16.01.021.14M - $786.28 

Total - $1,474.32 
 

Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to declare the list as presented by Treasurer Lensegrav as 
uncollectable taxes.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
  
6. Leona McFarland – Parcel Number 15.SS.008M - $260.17 
7. Reed Harris – 1974 Town & Country Mobile Home - $8.00 
8. John Carter – 1969 Skyline Mobile Home 12 x 60 - $20.18 
9. Brian Garvin – 1970 Guerdon Mobile Home 12 x 56 - $21.24 
10. John McInerney – 1967 Rollohome Mobile Home 12 x 56 - $79.98 
11. Ed & Jacqueline Findley – 1960 Geer Mobile Home 10 x 48 - $34.96 
12. John Eddy – 1963 Great Southwestern Mobile Home 10 x 46 - $18.60 

Total - $443.13 
 

Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to declare the list as presented by Treasurer Lensegrav as 
uncollectable taxes.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mr. Allen Schaefer, Auditor in Charge with the State of South Dakota Department of Legislative 
Audit came before the Commissioners to inform them that he and Bruce Hintz will be doing the 
2009 and 2010 audit for Butte County.  This is an A-133 Audit because of  
Federal FEMA monies and PILT money that Butte County has received. The rate for the audit is set 
at $55.00 per hour.  Mr. Schaefer and Mr. Hintz are expected to be on site for approximately  
250 – 300 hours. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the Engagement Letter 
as presented by Mr. Allen Schaefer, Auditor in Charge with the State of South Dakota Department 
of Legislative Audit.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 

VSO Robert Wagner came before the Commissioners to discuss the current happenings within his 
department. 
 



Highway Superintendent Don Adams presented a South Dakota Department of Transportation 
Construction Change Order No 3S for Project Number P 6106(07).  This CCO is for the Asphalt 
Concrete Crack Sealing and Asphalt Surface Treatment which was done on the Arpan Road.   
The Change Order amount is a decrease of $200.00.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to approve CCO No 3S for a decrease of $200.00 on the Arpan 
Road.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Butte Electric Cooperative, Inc. to trench an underground 7200v power line 
on Valley One Road. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Butte Electric Cooperative, Inc. to trench an underground 7200 v power line 
on Cemetery Road.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Butte-Meade Water to trench a water line on Riley Road.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams gave an update on the GPS units.  All 6 graders have had the 
GPS units installed.  There are a few mapping issues that need to be completed then the system 
should be ready to be utilized.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed with the Commissioners about purchasing a  
1993 Best 30’ Tilt Flatbed Trailer from the State Auction which will be held in Sturgis, SD on 
September 16, 2011.  The estimated value is $3,500.00.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to authorize Highway Superintendent Don Adams to bid up to a 
maximum of $4,000.00 on the 1993 Best 30’ Tilt Flatbed Trailer at the September 16, 2011 auction.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams reviewed Butte County’s Priority List 
for Upcoming STIP (Bridge) Projects.  The State has changed the list from what Butte County had 
previously submitted.  Chairman Smeenk advised Adams to resubmit the priority list back to the State 
affirming our original intentions.  
 
Mr. Ken Thomas came before the Commissioners to discuss the speed limit on the Sourdough Road.  
Mr. Thomas is concerned about the safety of the children on the bus route.   
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to change the speed limit to 45 mph from the  
Gray Road/Sourdough Road Intersection east to the Belle Fourche City limits and from the  
Gray Road/Sourdough Road Intersection west to 55 mph.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
At 11:00 a.m. Highway Superintendent Don Adams Publicly Opened and read aloud bid proposals for 
the Old Belle Highway, Road Improvement Project.  Those present for the bid opening were  
Mr. Will Sacrison and Mr. Cody Scheel.   
 

Contractor Amount of Bid Proposal Bid Bond 

Sacrison Paving $128,128.28 Yes 

Hills Materials Company $138,900.60 Yes 

Simons Contractors of SD, Inc. $178,158.80 Yes 

   



Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Interstate Engineer Jim Parker will review the bids 
checking to see if all is in order and bring back to the Commissioners at 3:00 p.m. with their 
recommendation.  
 
The Riley Road Relocation project is on hold until FEMA gives their approval to proceed. The 
Construction Contract between Homestead Maintenance and Butte County will be addressed  
when FEMA gives their approval to proceed. 
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 11:40 a.m. with the public invited.  
 
Chairman Smeenk called the meeting back to order at 1:03 p.m. for the Public Real Estate Auction.  
The property that was being auctioned consisted of 160 acres of unimproved vacant land which had 
been taken by Quit Claim Deed in lieu of tax sale proceedings by the Butte County Treasurer. The 
property is located in the N1/2SW1/4, SE1/4SW1/4 and NW1/4SE1/4, Section 12, T14N, R9E, BHM 
in Butte County, SD.  The minimum bid was set at $300.00 per acre. Those present were Deputy 
State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide, Mr. Norm Edwards, Mr. James Moore, Mr. Lonnie Barber and 
Mr. Chris Candelaric. 
 
The auction was opened to take bids.  One bid was given by TransCanada Keystone Pipeline for the 
amount of $300.00.  Chairman Smeenk called twice if there was anyone else wanting to bid.  No 
other offers were given.  The property was declared sold to TransCanada Keystone Pipeline for the 
price of $300.00 per acre.  
 
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide presented TransCanada Keystone Pipeline with a  
Quit Claim Deed.  The deed was signed and filed with the Register of Deeds office and a check for 
$48,000.00 was given to the Butte County Auditor.  
 
Commissioner Kling arrived at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners and gave an update on the happenings within his 
department. 
 
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was present for the discussion between the Butte County 
Commissioners and Mr. Dave Gustafson, Mr. Phil Hohn and Dave Dailey regarding the North Indian 
Creek Bridge Structure.  The main topic of the conversation was just making sure that all procedures 
are being followed so the bridge can be put on the Bridge Replacement List with SDDOT.   
 
A discussion was held regarding the gravel project that is being done by Mr. Neal Wanless on the  
Bomb Range Road.  The road is currently on the county road system and is a secondary road. Those 
present for the discussion were Bruce Gotfredson, Chris Gotfredson and Deputy State’s Attorney  
Tim Vander Heide.  Mr. Neal Wanless was not present. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 2:08 p.m. regarding legal 
matters. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide was present.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to come out of Executive Session at 2:38 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.   
 
Deputy State’s Attorney Tim Vander Heide relayed to Bruce and Chris Gotfredson that if their desire 
is to vacate the road they would have to begin by going through a petition process. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Interstate Engineer Jim Parker recommended that the 
Commissioners award the Old Belle Highway Road Improvement Project to Sacrison Paving for the 
amount of $128,128.28.  



 
Per Adams recommendation – Motion by Harms Second by Kling to award the Old Belle Highway 
Road Improvement Project to Sacrison Paving for the amount of $128,128.28.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Other road concerns and Issues were discussed with Highway Superintendent Don Adams. 
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
The agreement between Butte County and Tyler Technologies, Inc. will be tabled until  
September 22, 2011.  
 
Mr. Matt Pearce and Mr. Dylan Berg – Mapping and Planning Specialists, Inc. presented a  
proposal on parcel mapping for Butte County. 
 
The regular scheduled meeting was changed from September 20, 2011 to  
September 22, 2011 beginning at 1:30 p.m.   
 
No comments were received during the day regarding the 2012 provisional budget. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 5:52 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING-$10,464.53, AUDITOR’S OFFICE-$13,846.41, BUILDINGS-$2,839.69, 
COMMISSIONERS-$8,241.60, DISPATCH-$26,253.90, EM/911-$3,882.99, EXTENSION-$3,340.80, HIGHWAY 
DEPT/WEED CONTROL-$42,380.78, NURSE’S OFFICE-$3,072.00, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE-$6,927.94, SHERIFF 
DEPT-$25,842.42, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE-$16,328.71, TREASURER’S OFFICE-$12,809.88, VETERAN SERVICE 
OFFICE-$1,745.01 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $12,893.39 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $10,286.42 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $36,222.78 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

APEX COURT REPORTING $ 65.00, BACHMAN, RENEE $150.00, BARKER WILSON LAW FIRM LLP $3,400.00, BELLE 
FOURCHE VET CLINI $48.50, BISGAARD, MARTI MARIE $50.00, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $438.00, BLACK 
HILLS SECURITY AND SYS $193.88, BROOKER, JACK $1,014.08, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE $10.40, CENTURY 
BUSINESS PRODUCTS  INC $167.28, CERMAK, LISA $50.00, COLUMBIA COUNTY $24.25, COMMUNITY HLTH CTR 
OF THE BLAC $124.32, CREDIT COLLECTIONS BUREAU $125.00, DEWEY J ERTZ, ED.D. $715.00, DIAMOND 
PHARMACY SERVICES $878.57, ECOLAB $482.50, FIRST WESTERN INSURANCE $50.00, GORDON LAW, PC 
$3,500.00, HARDISON, DEBRA  $100.00, INTERSTATE ENGINEERING $566.40, JURROR FEES $460.36, KINNEY LAW 
PC $303.39, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIS $5,717.97, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $17,215.00, MEADE 
COUNTY SHERIFF $25.00, MUTCHLER, TRICIA L $1,463.00, OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH NETWORK $22.60, RAPID 
CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $642.91, RAPID REPORTING $160.00, REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CTR $77.24, 
REINDL, STACI L. $5,500.00, SCHAUB, LOREN $45.00, SD DEPT OF TRANS $14,916.55, SD SEC OF STATE $30.00, 
SLOWEY COURT REPORTING SERVICE $55.00, STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS $2,250.00, TRUMP LAW 
OFFICES  PC $3,500.00, TYLER TECHNOLOGIES  INC $5,851.97, WITNESS FEES $216.61  
PUBLISHING  

RAPID CITY JOURNAL $451.32, 
RENTALS 

DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $650.00, BLACK HILLS PURE INC $84.16, MARLIN LEASING $247.40 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

GO TO CONSTRUCTION $2,896.80, HERSRUDS OF B.F. $112.46, JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL $139.20, A & B 
BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $103.86, BICKLE TRUCK & DIESEL SERVICE $68.62, CAN AM AUTO REPAIR $183.68, 
CAROL BUTZMAN CONSULTING SERVI $313.35, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $284.07, CITY OF BELLE 
FOURCHE $500.00, DON'S HANDYMAN SERVICE $336.60, HERSRUDS OF B.F. $232.56, JOHNSON ELECTRIC 
$138.72, KONE INC. $ 339.32, LEXISNEXIS $110.00, OFFICEMAX INCORPORATED $51.69, RANDY'S DISCOUNT 
TIRES $13.00, SACRISON ASPHALT PLANT $10,082.80 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS 



BELLE FLOWER SHOP $145.00, BIG SKY COMMUNICATIONS  INC $793.00, BUTLER MACHINERY $2,563.32, 
CALIFORNIA CONTRACTORS SUPP $99.60, CBH COOPERATIVE $3,947.69, CHERRY COUNTY $1.25, CENTRAL 
PARTS $194.10, DAKOTA LUMBER $10.14, EXPRESS WIRELESS $27.00, FERNEN ELECTRONICS $14.95, 
FINKBEINER FEED & SEED LLC $4,872.94, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $505.92, INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS INC 
$31,139.00, KARL'S $599.96, LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $81.85, MG OIL COMPANY $10,574.21, MOTIVE PARTS & 
SUPPLY $307.18, NEVE'S UNIFORMS INC. $ 178.14, NEWELL RANCH SUPPLY INC $34.40, OFFICEMAX 
INCORPORATED $59.79, PAMIDA $376.00, PHARMCHEM  INC $63.00, QUILL CORPORATION $275.92, REDWOOD 
BIOTECH INC $66.50, SAND CREEK PRINTING $729.10, SD DEPT OF TRANS $3,727.53, SERVALL UNIFORM/LINEN 
$532.67, STEREOS N STUFF $77.16, STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $250.07, WELLS PLUMBING $120.36, WEST 
PAYMENT CENTER $712.00, WEST TIRE $528.24 
TRAVEL AND CONFERENCE  

PENNINGTON COUNTY JAIL $1,297.75, SD ASS'N OF CO COMM 160.00, SWAN, T J $117.78 
UTILITIES 

ALLTEL $19.63, AT&T $54.24, AT&T MOBILITY $892.56, BH POWER & LIGHT $3,260.28, BUTTE COUNTY $50.00, 
BUTTE ELECTRIC COOP $134.65, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $65.00, CENTURYLINK $1,630.90, CITY OF BELLE 
FOURCHE $197.00, CITY OF STURGIS FIREEMS $271.48, GOLDEN WEST COMPANIES $23.45, KNOLOGY $707.53, 
REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC $112.30, TOWN OF NISLAND $64.10, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO. $ 99.97 
OTHER  

POOR ASSISTANCE $1,729.30, USPS ELECTION POSTAGE $219.00, USPS EXTENSION POSTAGE $34.54, BREIT 
LAW OFFICES PC $265.87 

   
    
 
    
 
 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 

ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 

 


