
08/07/12 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:33 A.M. 
August 7, 2012.  Commissioners present were Harms, Hansen, Kling, Fernen  
and Smeenk.   
 
Chairman Stan Harms called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to approve the amended meeting agenda which  
includes discussing a request for the Highway Department to water the streets in  
Nisland, SD during the Butte-Lawrence County Fair. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Attorney Tim Vander Heide came before the Commissioners to discuss items of concern on the 
agenda pertaining to the State’s Attorney department. 
 
A discussion was held regarding Pipeline Plastics which is a new company that will be located near 
the City of Belle Fourche.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to vacate a portion of the North South Section Line adjacent to 
the Pipeline Plastics Development upon appropriate request. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to go into an Executive Session at 9:50 a.m. with Attorney 
Vander Heide regarding legal and personnel matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to come out of Executive Session at 10:30 a.m.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  No action was taken. 
 
Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the undertakings and activities within 
their departments. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve the minutes from the Regular Commissioner’s 
meeting which was held on July 17, 2012.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to approve the bills for payment. Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to accept the VSO report for July 2012.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve a travel request for VSO Robert Wagner to attend 
an annual training in Pierre, SD on August 26 – 29, 2012. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to forgive a debt for Tim Smith for the amount of $74.32.  
A poor lien had been filed in the Register of Deeds office in 1987. Since there is no Social Security 
number or a birthdate recorded on the lien it is impossible to prove the identity of the person.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Commissioner Kling left the meeting at 10:45 a.m.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to discuss items of concern pertaining to his 
department. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for July.  



A brief discussion was held pertaining to the 2013 Dispatch Budget.  
 
Karrol Herman came before the Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams to express 
a special thank you for placing the mag water and for the maintenance that has been done on the 
Whitewood Valley Road. The safety concerns have been diminished. 
 
The North Indian Creek Bridge was discussed. The construction of the bridge is near completion. 
Heavy Constructor’s Inc. is going to provide all fencing materials and dirt to be placed over the 
culvert south of the bridge to widen the road. In exchange the highway crew will provide the labor to 
put in the permanent fence. The agreement was made between Heavy Constructor’s Inc. and  
Highway Superintendent Don Adams.    
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed the closure of 183rd Street. 
Mr. Ron Pitts wants to put a gate across the road so he can use the pasture for livestock grazing.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to proceed with removing 183rd Street from the County Road 
System. This closure is contingent upon a legal description of the road. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
It was a consensus from the Commission for a Butte County Employee to drive the county owned 
water truck to water the streets in Nisland, SD during the week of the Butte-Lawrence County Fair. 
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed other highway items of 
concerns.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Auditor Jensen and the Commissioners discussed the 2013 provisional budget. 
 
Mr. Cal Geis joined the meeting at 2:45 p.m. 
 
The Commissioners will meet for a special budget meeting at 1:30 p.m.  
 
At 3:00 p.m. a public hearing was held on the creation of the Butte County Regional Railroad 
Authority. Those present for the hearing were Mayor Hendrickson, Mr. Jim Doolittle, Mr. Wade Pehl 
and Mr. Cal Geis. Chairman Harms asked for public comment. Those present were all in favor of the 
creation. No one was present to oppose.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to pass Resolution 2012-24.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
   

RESOLUTION 2012-24 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT TO CREATE THE BUTTE COUNTY 
REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITY AND THE EXECUTION THEREOF. 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held August 7, 2012, after public notice thereof was published in 
the official newspapers of the County on July 25, 2012 and August 1, 2012; and  
 
WHEREAS, the public was given opportunity to give public comment on the creation of a rail 
authority encompassing the jurisdiction of the County; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County finds and does hereby declare it necessary for the creation of a rail authority.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commission of Butte County, South Dakota  
(the "County"), as follows:  
 
1. Authorization of Agreement. The County does hereby authorize the execution of an agreement by 
and between the City of Belle Fourche and Butte County in substantially the form on file with the 
County Auditor and open to public inspection.  

2. Authorization of Officers. The Chairman and County Auditor are authorized to take such action as 
they deem necessary to carry out the intent of this resolution, including but not limited to the 
execution of the agreement described herein.  

3. Designation of persons representing County. The following elected Commissioners are appointed 
as the initial representatives of the County to act as commissioners under the agreement: 
 
a. Stanley J. Harms  

b. Kim W. Kling 

 
 
 
/s/:  Stanley J. Harms 
           Chairman  
 
 
ATTEST:  
/s/:  Elaine Jensen 
      County Auditor  
 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to designate Commissioner Smeenk and Commissioner Kling 
as the representatives of the County to act as Commissioners under the Agreement Establishing the 
Butte County Regional Railroad Authority.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken came before the Commissioners to discuss 
some items of concerns pertaining to radios and sirens.  
 



Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to surplus a 1977 GMC Pickup for the Castle Rock Fire 
Department and let Castle Rock Fire Department dispose of the pickup accordingly.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to authorize Mr. Ron Pitts to place a gate across 183rd Street. 
The process to close the road will carry on. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Smeenk to adjourn the meeting at 3:44 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $3,766.47, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5,192.41, BUILDINGS $1,236.40, 
COMMISSIONERS $2,788.43, DISPATCH $10,348.16, EM/911 $1,333.16, EXTENSION $1,055.20, 
HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $15,095.60, NURSE’S OFFICE $1,055.21, REGISTER OF DEEDS 
OFFICE $2,437.71, SHERIFF DEPT $8,724.19, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $9,103.22, TREASURER’S 
OFFICE $4,669.99, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $599.13 
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4,897.95 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $3,734.82 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
ADVANCE ATTY SERV $154.50, ANLIKER, MARTI $50.00, BACHMAN, RENEE $150.00, BENNETT, 
ROBERT $20.00, BENNETT, NAOMI $10.74, BERDAN, CHARLES $12.96, CARLSON, JEAN $220.00, BH 
FAMILY PRAC $10.00, BH PEDIATRICS $493.00, BRIGGS, AMBER $51.48, BROOKER, JACK $90.00, 
BUTTE CO FIRE PROTECTION $15,000.00, CITY OF RAPID CITY $420.00, CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & 
DRUG $140.00, CLEMENTS $200.00, CERTIFIED LABS $718.34, CODY, DENISE $15.00, COLLISON, 
JEANNE $15.00, DILL LAW OFFICE $3,500.00, DIRK, SHANNON $32.20, DONALD A. JANZ PHD $1,100.00, 
DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $2,005.35, EICHLER, DOUGLAS $28.50, HARDISON, DEBRA $250.00, 
HARMELINK, FOX & RAVNSBORG LAW $131.00, HEAVY CONST $200,152.78, HEIDRICH, DWAYNE 
$12.58, HEJDE, CHARLES $52.22, HIPPEN-DADOVICH, CYNTHIA $20.00, HOSTETTER, ANN-MARIE 
$53.70, JAKOBER, TYLER $50.74, JEFFERSON PARTNERS $94.00, JOHNSON, REBECCA $11.48, KIDD, 
RAY $52.22, KIMBALL MIDWEST $85.14, LAMPHERE, FRED $300.00, LEWIS & CLARK BEHAVIORAL 
HEALT $149.00, LEWNO, LUCY $150.45, MESA CO SHERIFF $65.00, MCQUEEN, PAMELA $52.22, MEADE 
CO AUDITOR $23,833.09, MILLER, RONDA $17.40, MORTON CO SHERIFF $35.00, NATRONA CO COURT 
$1.00, PASCO CO CLERK $31.00, PEDERSEN, PAIGE $20.00, PENNINGTON CO STATES ATTY $200.00, 
PRIMERO INS $40.00, RAPID CITY REG HOSP $620.96, REG HEALTH PHYSICIANS $100.00, REINDL, 
STACI  $5,500.00, RICHARDS, RANDI $20.00, RUSHMORE COMM $3,967.00, SCHMIDT, BRUCE $10.74, 
SD DEPT OF REV $161.44, SD SEC OF STATE $30.00, WARD CO SHERIFF $45.00, SD ASS'N OF CO 
COMM $495.00, SD ASS’N OF CO OFFICIALS $150.00,  SEMERAD, SANDRA $10.00, SEXTON, TARA 
$32.58, SHEPHERD REPORTING  LLC $27.50, SHREVES LAW OFFICE $167.04, SJOVALL, ALLEN $22.58, 
SPAULDING, BERNICE $20.00, SYMONDS, ROBERT $54.44, VIG, TONYA $10.74, WALKER, JENNIFER 
$57.40, WEBB, KYLE $20.00 
 
PUBLISHING 
BLACK HILLS PIONEER $23.60 
 
RENTALS  
CHAIN SAW CENTER $330.00, DJ CONSTRUCTION $650.00 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  
A & B BUSINESS $179.24, BUTLER MACHINERY $1,260.43, HERSRUDS OF BF $75.47, JOHN DEERE 
FINANCIAL $529.04, JOHNSON ELECTRIC $147.54, PORTERFIELD ELECTRIC $408.16, ROYAL 



SPRAYING $141.74, SPEARFISH EXTINGUISHER $25.00, STATE RADIO COMM $3,000.00, WELLS 
PLUMBING $469.75 
 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  
BELLE FLOWER $52.50, BUTTE CO SHERIFF $646.86, BURTZLAFF, ELIZABETH $389.64, 
CBH COOP $3,089.52, CENTURY BUSINESS $446.59, CENTURYLINK $897.30, DAKOTA LUMBER $63.91, 
FASTENAL $148.15, HILLYARD $238.22, INLAND TRUCK $75.24, KUSTOM SIGNALS $8,315.00, PAGE 
AUTO SUPPLY $18.95, PIZZA HUT $61.47, POSY PALACE  $40.00, QUILL $309.63, SAND CREEK PRTG 
$556.17, SANFORD LABS $810.30, STEREOS N STUFF $252.43, WEST PMT CTR $901.64 
 
CONFERENCE 
SUPER 8 MILLER $46.50 
 
UTILITIES  
AT&T $55.04, AT&T MOBILITY $639.99, BLACK HILLS POWER  $46.35, BUTTE ELECTRIC $73.00, 
CENTURYLINK $1,018.60, CITY OF BF $240.82, KNOLOGY $775.29, MDU $88.39, REFUSE SOLUTIONS 
$116.00, TOWN OF NISLAND $65.10, USPS $66.49 TRIMBLE NAVIGATION $239.70 
 
OTHER 
CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $20,240.82 
 
 

 
 
 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Stanley J. Harms, Chairman 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 


