
01/17/12 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:02 P.M. 
January 17, 2012.  Commissioners present were Harms, Hansen, Kling,  
Fernen and Smeenk.  
 
Chairman Harms called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve the meeting agenda with the following additions:  
BLM Land Use Plan – Mary Buchholz at 1:45 p.m., Memorandum of Understanding between  
SDSU and Counties of South Dakota and a Malt Beverage Application for a Temporary  
Retail (on-off sale) Malt Beverage license which is being submitted from the Vale Volunteer Fire 
Department.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Smeenk to approve the minutes from the January 3, 2012  
Regular Commissioners’ meeting and the December 30, 2011 special year end meeting.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to table the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for December 31, 2011 until February 7, 2012.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.                           
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to accept the County Lien report for December 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

      
  EXPENSES        EXPENSES    RECOVERED     RECOVERED 
  DEC 2011      YTD       DEC 2011            YTD 

 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $ 17,571.35 $ 158,123.93 $  6,131.38 $  42,086.51 
 
JAIL $ 15,262.48 $ 197,577.75 $     855.00 $  13,788.79 
 
POOR LIEN $   1,046.20 $   10,232.81 $     260.00 $    2,183.56 
 
REGIONAL JUVENILLE $    3,655.00 $   68,263.73 $         0.00 $    1,839.42  
DETENTION 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The following liens for December have been applied: 
 

COMMISSIONER REPORT 

Liens for December 
 

Abuse & Neglect 7338.34 A&N 

Juvenile 1144.34 JUV 

Bach, Jonathan 1969.68 CAA 

Banales, Emily   196.80 CAA 

Beaver, Richard   332.50 CAA 

Boggs, William   220.24 CAA 

Brandis, Vaughn 1142.03 CAA 

Brandis, Vaughn 1705.00 JAIL 

Burns, Jeffrey   605.00 JAIL 

Carlson, Kevin   359.86 CAA 

Colberg, Donald   172.20 CAA 

Corean, Toby     80.08 CAA 

Cox, Dustin   196.80 CAA 

Davis, Renee   623.70 CAA 

Dimmick, Dustin   560.65 CAA 

Gaustaad, Jerome   132.64 CAA 

Gibson, Zachary   660.50 CAA 

Halpin, Deborah   456.90 CAA 

Hancock, Dylan     27.52 CAA 

Haynes, Michael 2812.67 CAA 

Heinzerling, Daniel   689.20 CAA 

Hernandez, Desiree 1157.55 CAA 

Hess, Robyn C   206.44 CAA 

Hoffer, Laura   206.44 CAA 

Johnston, Patricia   108.04 CAA 

Kelly, Heather     26.04 CAA 

Klug, Neil   515.90 CAA 

Ladson, Larry   378.05 CAA 

Lien, Alfred     55.00 JAIL 

Little, Eddie     41.00 CAA 

Luna, Gus aka Gustino   131.20 CAA 

Mitchell, Dallas   110.00 JAIL 

Mitchell, Thomas 1045.00 JAIL 

Mitchell, Timothy   162.32 CAA 

Moore, Heather 1016.24 CAA 

Morrison, Jesse   815.60 CAA 

Nulle, Kelly   265.40 CAA 

Ochoa, Ernesto aka Fierroochoa   206.00 CAA 

O’Dea, James     75.24 CAA 

Otto, Gary    131.20 CAA 

Post, Russell   371.00 CAA 

Rafael, Alicia     57.40 CAA 

Roberts, Teresa   631.48 CAA 

Running, Alvin 1313.20 CAA 

Scott, Ronald   384.90 CAA 

Shenks, Wende   272.54 CAA 

Staley, Jared 1100.68 CAA 



Staley, Jesse   330.00 JAIL 

Staley, Jesse     87.14 CAA 

Storm, Michaela     75.24 CAA 

Toohey, Leonard 4267.19 CAA 

Verry, Thomas Jacob   489.80 CAA 

Warren, Scot   454.50 CAA 

Westland, Steve   121.08 CAA 

Wheeler, Jonathan   428.30 CAA 

White, Taylor   114.80 CAA 

Williamson, Randy     50.20 CAA 

   

 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to approve the bills for payment. Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to accept the Register of Deed’s report for December 2011.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
There were no travel requests. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners and discussed the current happenings within his 
department. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere told the Commissioners that he is exploring a grant to purchase bullet proof vests for 
his department. He will bring pertinent facts to the February 7, 2012 Commissioners’ meeting.  
 
A discussion was held regarding the Sheriff/Dispatch Meeting that he hosted on January 9, 2012.   
The meeting was held with surrounding counties about the possibility of regionalizing dispatch services.  
 
Mary Buchholz came before the Commissioners to discuss the Bureau of Land Management 
South Dakota Draft Resource Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement.  
Since Butte County is a Cooperating Agency, Ms. Buchholz would like the Butte County 
Commissioners to request a 90 day extension on the revision of the Plan. She stated that several land 
owners were going to hire a Range Land Consultant to advise and represent them on the Management 
Plan. 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to request a 90 day extension on the revision of the  
South Dakota Draft Resource Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement.   
The letter stating the request is to be sent to Ms. Marian Atkins at the Bureau of Land Management 
Field Office in Belle Fourche, SD and a copy of the request to Mr. Bill Smith, Conservation Program 
Supervisor in Pierre, SD. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen for Butte County to contract with Mr. Dick Loper so he can 
advise and represent Butte County on the Management Plan.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen for Butte County to provide funding up to $2,000.00 payable to 
Mr. Dick Loper for his advisement and representation on the Management Plan.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
 
 
 



Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to request a hard copy of the Management Plan from the BLM 
Field Office to forward on to Mr. Loper. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss items of concern on the 
agenda.  
 
The Address Fee Ordinance was discussed regarding City/County Addressing.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to send Belle Fourche City Engineer a letter stating that  
Butte County will not address any property within the city limits.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
The Dissolution of Union Township will be discussed at the February 7, 2012 meeting.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to authorize Chairman Harms to sign the 2012 Butte-Lawrence 
County Fair Agreement. The term limits were removed from the 2012 contract.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
 
The Non-Judicial Voluntary Foreclosure Agreement will be back for discussion at the February 7, 2012 
Commissioners’ meeting.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss items of concern that 
were on the agenda.  
 
Mr. Jason Hanson, PE-Office Manager from Brosz Engineering, Inc. came before the Commissioners 
to discuss the services their firm could provide for Butte County.  Highway Superintendent Don Adams 
was also present.  
 
The North Indian Creek Bridge Structure was discussed.  No action was taken. 
 
The road removal process and the county road atlas project were discussed. No action was taken.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams gave an update on the Riley Road Relocation Project.  The 
project is nearing completion.  
 
Mr. Jerry Moller from BLM came before the Commissioners to discuss the Bureau of Land 
Management Weed Management Contract. This would be a 5-year agreement between Butte County 
and BLM. There are 145,000 acres of BLM land in Butte County. Those present for the discussion were  
Belle Fourche Irrigation District Manager, Clint Pitts, Butte County Weed Sprayer, Bill Erk and  
Highway Superintendent Don Adams. 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to authorize Butte County Weed Sprayer Bill Erk to proceed with 
the application process for the BLM Weed Management Contract. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Mayor Gary Hendrickson came before the Commissioners asking for financial assistance for the repair 
of Helmer Road.  Belle Fourche City Council Representatives John Washburn and Larry Schuldies and 
Belle Fourche City Engineer Rick Schlechter were also present.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to contribute 25% or up to $50,000.00 to the City of Belle 
Fourche to help with repairing Helmer Road.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 3:45 p.m. regarding legal and 
personnel matters. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  Mayor Gary Hendrickson and  
Belle Fourche City Council Representatives John Washburn and Larry Schuldies were present. 
 



 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to come out of Executive Session at 4:00 p.m.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  No action was taken. 
 
Executive Director Blaise Emerson from West River Business Service Center discussed services that 
they are able to offer to Butte County.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to go into an Executive Session at 4:20 p.m. to discuss legal 
matters.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  Deputy Register of Deeds Julie Brunner and Don Zacher 
from Belle Butte Title were present.   
 
Motion by Kling Second by Smeenk to come out of Executive Session at 4:27 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  No action was taken.  
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken read the names of the Nisland-Arpan  
Fire Department Members,Castle Rock Fire Department Members and Vale Volunteer  
Fire Department Members into the minutes for Workman’s Comp. purposes.   
The members are as follows: 
 

Nisland – Arpan Fire Department 
 
Randy Vallery 
Bill Heidrich 
Stan Lewis 
Ken Seieroe 
Doug Clark 
Bryce Foos 
Joe Dell 
Graham Lewis 
Tom Lewis 
Tyrel Lewis 
Bob Lewis 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Castle Rock Fire Department 

 
Kevin Deschamps 
Neil Smeenk 
Gary Wendt 
Randy Fox 
Pat Burke 
Clay Olson 
Dan Olson 
Blayne Olson 
Jack Orwick 
Jim Orwick 
James Orwick 
Paul Erk 
John Erk 
Rob Fox 
Joe Burke 
Cody Burke 
Brett Burke 
Kenny Carlsen 
Rory Wendt 
JD Wendt 
Kenny McFarland 
G.B. Fishbach 
Dan Thompson 
Raydelle Sperl 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Vale Fire Department 

 
Britton Blair 
Chad Blair 
Ed Blair 
Terry Bohnet 
Bruce Bruch 
Joel Brunner 
Mike Casteel 
Ryan Casteel 
Clay Cross 
Doug Cox 
Dale Grant 
Mike Grubl 
Jim Hansen 
Scott Hymans 
Jacob Karrels 
Cole Ketelsen 
John Kjellsen 
Dale Knutson 
Karl Knutson 
Dave Leber 
Phil McQuirk 
Nicklaus Olson 
Glen Schummer 
Ryan Stark 
Charles Tennis 
Darron Trohkimoinen 
Don Trohkimoinen 
Tyler Trohkimoinen 
James Wanless 
Fred Wells 
Greg Wetz 
Lyle Wetz 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to accept the rosters from the Vale Volunteer Fire Department, 
Castle Rock Fire Department and Arpan-Nisland Fire Department.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk for Highway Superintendent Don Adams to replace all faded, 
damaged or missing blue signs and pay for them out of the Highway Budget.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken discussed with the Commissioners that the 
repeater which is located west of Nisland is in need of repair and maintenance. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to authorize Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator Percy Bekken 
to travel to Chamberlain,SD on February 20-23, 2012 for training classes.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
 
The Butte County Commissioners reviewed the redistricting proposal. Chairman Harms and 
Commissioner Smeenk will hold a phone conference with GIS Analyst Darin Stein from  
First District Association of Local Governments to discuss some concerns they have. 



 
Committee Reports were given. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to pass Resolution 2012-14.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.   
      

 
RESOLUTION 2012-14 

Designate Engineering Firm 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners are to designate an engineering firm to represent and advise 
Butte County and   
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that Brosz Engineering, Inc. shall be named as the designated 
Engineering firm for Butte County for the year 2012. 
 
Dated this 17th day of January 2012. 
 

BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
    

                   /s/:  Stanley J. Harms 
       STANLEY J. HARMS, CHAIRMAN 
 
 

ATTEST:        /s/:  Elaine Jensen 
 ELAINE JENSEN 

            BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR 
 
 
  
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to accept a one day Temporary Malt Beverage Application for  
Vale Fire Department and set a Public Hearing on February 7, 2012 at 4:00 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to go into Executive Session at 5:05 p.m. regarding personnel 
matters.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to come out of Executive Session at 5:15 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. No action was taken. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Smeenk to adjourn the meeting at 5:20 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.   
Motion Carried.  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Stanley J. Harms, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   


