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THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. 
July 3, 2012.  Commissioners present were Harms, Hansen, Kling, Fernen  
and Smeenk.   
 
Chairman Stan Harms called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve the amended meeting agenda which  
includes a supplement to the Emergency Management Budget. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to approve the minutes from the Regular Commissioner’s 
meeting which was held on June 19, 2012.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to approve the bills for payment but hold  
check number 82809 for the amount of $3,400.00 payable to Barker Wilson Law Firm LLP for the 
payment to Attorney Tim Vander Heide until clarification is received from State’s Attorney  
Heather Plunkett. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to accept the VSO report for June 2012.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Fernen to approve a travel request for Register of Deeds Paula Walker 
to attend a Sovereign Citizen Training in Miller, SD on July 19, 2012 but hold a travel request for 
Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program Advisor Betsy Burtzlaff until further clarification.  
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Treasurer Lensegrav presented the Commissioners with some abatements and refunds that needed 
attention.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to approve an abatement for Jeremiah Noren for the amount 
of $668.96. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve a refund for Amber Harbel Fraser for the amount of 
$678.24.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
    
Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the undertakings and activities within 
their departments. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to approve a travel request for Ms. Betsy Burtzlaff, 4-H Youth 
Program Advisor for Butte/Lawrence County to attend the State Horse Show/Summer Spotlight in 
Huron, SD on July 23-29, 2012. The State Horse Show/Summer Spotlight is mandatory travel 
required by the state. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss items on the agenda 
pertaining to her department.  
 
The issue pertaining to the Butte County Ambulance Service was discussed.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 10:48 a.m. regarding legal and 
personnel matters with State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 



Motion by Smeenk Second by Kling to come out of Executive Session at 11:22 a.m. Vote 
Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to change Clara Kiley’s wage to $14.11 and pay Megin Lang  
the wage of $11.83. Ms. Kiley is employed in the State’s Attorney’s office and Megin Lang is 
employed in the Director of Equalization office. The rates are effective immediately. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.   
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Mr. Ed Buchholz presented the Commissioners with a bill for expenses he had incurred for fence 
supplies and labor to construct a new fence on Ziebach Road. The fence had not been replaced 
when the Willow Creek Project was finished. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to pay Ed Buchholz the amount of $440.00 for materials and 
labor for the construction of the fence on Ziebach Road. Mr. Buchholz agrees that if he is paid the 
$440.00 the debt is considered satisfied. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The construction of the North Indian Creek Bridge is proceeding along nicely. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Smeenk to approve An Application To Construct An Approach To A 
County Road for Mr. Jack Owen on the Sourdough Road. The approach is for access to his 
residence.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and the Commissioners discussed the excessive fires due to 
the drought. It was a consensus for Highway Superintendent Don Adams to use his discretion to use 
county blades and additional county resources to help with extinguishing fires. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and the Commissioners discussed road issues and concerns.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:33 p.m.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to authorize payment of check number 82809 payable to  
Barker Wilson Law Firm LLP for the payment to Attorney Tim Vander Heide for the amount of 
$3,400.00. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to discuss items of concern pertaining to his 
department.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to declare that Butte County is in an extreme drought and 
approve the following declaration.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RESOLUTION 2012 – 22 

 
Drought Disaster Declaration 

 
WHEREAS, all of Butte County has failed to receive adequate precipitation over the past 
twelve months, and 
 
WHEREAS, the lack of precipitation has created a state of drought, and 
 
WHEREAS, the drought conditions have had an enormous effect on the production 
capabilities of the agricultural industry which in turn severely effects the entire local 
economy, and 
 
WHEREAS, the lack of consistent precipitation has resulted in the lack of rain water runoff 
and therefore, caused the livestock ponds, dams and natural water holes to dry up, and 
 
WHEREAS, the lack of dependable precipitation has resulted in record abnormally low 
subsoil moisture resulting in widespread crop and rangeland losses, 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Butte County Commissioners declare that the 
current drought conditions have created a natural disaster within Butte County, and 
 
BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED, that both farmers/ranchers and local 
businesses may be eligible for disaster aid grants and/or low interest Economic Injury 
Disaster loans from the Farm Service Agency and Small Business Administration. 
 
Dated this the 3rd day of July, 2012. 
 
 
 
/s/:  Stanley J. Harms   Attest: /s/:  Elaine Jensen    
Stanley J. Harms, Chairman   Elaine Jensen, Butte County Auditor 
 
 
      
      
      
      
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Committee Reports were given. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Smeenk to surplus the Craftsman 21HP Riding Lawnmower with 
Bagger. Auditor Jensen will advertise for bids.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to supplement the Emergency Management budget for the 
amount of $8,074.00. This is for the 2010 Homeland Security Grant. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
A list of old computer monitors, old computer towers and air conditioners were presented to the 
Commissioners to surplus. 
 
Motion by Hansen Second by Kling to surplus the items and dispose of accordingly.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Register of Deeds Paula Walker presented a list of records that need to be destroyed. The list has 
been sent to Records Management at the State for their approval.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Hansen to accept the list of records that are to be destroyed from the 
Register of Deeds office. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Mr. Jim Doolittle, Mr. Blaise Emerson and Belle Fourche City Mayor Gary Hendrickson came before 
the Commissioners to discuss the development of the infrastructure in the Belle Fourche Industrial 
Park.  
 
The creation of a Rail Authority was discussed via a phone conference with Mr. Tobin J. Morris of 
Dougherty & Company, LLC.  
 
A discussion was also held regarding the CDBG balance of $76,703.70 that is dedicated for 
Economic Development. No action was taken. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Hansen to adjourn the meeting at 4:00 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
    
      
 
 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Stanley J. Harms, Chairman 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 


