
08/06/13 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:37 A.M. 
August 6, 2013.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Ager and Geis.  
Chairman Kling was absent.  
 
Vice Chairman Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to approve the amended meeting agenda which includes a 
correction to the Appointment of Commissioner for District #5.  Commissioner Geis suggested they 
table the Appointment of Commissioner for District #5 if Commissioner Kling does not make it to the 
meeting in the afternoon.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to approve the Commissioner’s minutes from the Regular 
Commissioner’s meetings which were held on July 02, 2013 and July 16, 2013 and the Special 
Budget Meeting which was held on July 30, 2013. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
There was no VSO report as VSO Bob Wagner was absent. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to approve a travel request for Emergency Manager Martha 
Wierzbicki to attend the required SDEOM Conference in Oacoma, SD on September  9 - 12, 2013 at 
the cost of $320.00, with a 50% reimbursement from EMPG and to approve a travel request which 
was submitted from Butte/Lawrence County 4-H Advisor Betsy Burtzlaff to attend the State Fair in 
Huron, SD on August 27 – September  2, 2013 at the cost of $588 for lodging, $150 for meals, and 
$35 for a parking pass. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Butte/Lawrence County 4-H Advisor Betsy Burtzlaff came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
Butte/Lawrence County Fair which will be held August 13-17, 2013.  Betsy extended an invitation for 
everyone to attend the fair, including the BBQ on Thursday night.  Betsy also informed the 
Commissioners of the results from the South Dakota State 4-H Livestock Judging Contest. 
  
Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the happenings within their respective 
offices.  
 
Butte County Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way Of 
County Highways for Stuart Anderson to trench an Electric Line from Black Hills Power Company on 
Sorenson Road. This is for electricity for an Irrigation Pivot. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve an Application To Construct An Approach To A County 
Road for Lynn Hollingsworth on Knudson Road. The approach is needed to allow tractor/trailers to 
enter a stack yard. The terrain proposes to be a limiting factor. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve an Application To Construct An Approach To A County 
Road for Lynn Hollingsworth on Knudson Road. The approach is needed to allow tractor/trailers to 
exit a stack yard. The terrain proposes to be a limiting factor. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
  
 



Neal Wanless submitted (4) applications to construct (4) cattle guards on the Bomb Range Road. 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams has visited with the adjoining landowners and has received 
their approval for the construction of the cattle guards on their property.  Motion by Geis Second by 
Ager to approve the (4) applications to construct (4) cattle guards on the Bomb Range Road with the 
stipulation that the Cattle Guards are to be constructed AND maintained by Neil Wanless.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way Of 
County Highways for Peter Mielke to trench a water line on Fruitdale Road.  Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.   
 
Mr. Jason Hanson from Brosz Engineering, Inc. came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
asphalt project on W Wood Road. No action was taken.  
 
Mr. Jason Hanson from Brosz Engineering, Inc. recommended that Butte County take annual bids for 
additional equipment such as packers, excavators and concrete mesh for culverts. 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to take annual bids on additional equipment per the recommendation 
of Jason Hanson for use in the Highway Department.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Accepted.  
 
At 11:00 am, sealed bids that had been received by the Butte County Auditor for the “Crack Seal & 
Asphalt Surface Treatment” project on the Snoma-Helmer Road were opened and read aloud by 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  The bids are as follows: 
 Bituminous Paving $160,973.50 
 Hills Material Co. $116,548.60 
 
Vice Chairman Steve Smeenk suggested that Highway Superintendent Don Adams and  
Jason Hanson reviews the bids during lunch and return in the afternoon with their recommendation.  
 
Additional road concerns and issues were discussed.  
 
Don Adams informed the Commissioners that Kenny Mitchell had accepted the position as Highway 
Mechanic and will be starting the position on August 19, 2013. 
  
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 11:31 a.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:37 p.m.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to accept Highway Superintendent Don Adam’s recommendation to 
accept Hills Materials bid (lowest) at $116,548.60 for the “Crack Seal & Asphalt Surface Treatment” 
project on the Snoma-Helmer Road.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Sheriff Fred Lamphere came before the Commissioners along with Rosee Hansen from Addiction 
Family Resources to ask for $15,000 immediately and $15,000 annually to help support the funding 
of their Crisis Intervention program.  The program will keep treatment local which will result in a better 
chance of recovery for the clients.  State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett is also in support of Butte 
County supporting the program.  The Commissioners will each take a tour of the facility on their 
personal time and discuss at the August 20th Commissioners meeting. 
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda that pertained to her department.  
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett informed the Commissioners to inform them that the Union 
Township has advertised and conducted the election to dissolve the Township. This will be discussed 
in more detail at the next meeting. 



  
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager to go into an Executive Session at 2:05 p.m. with State’s 
Attorney Heather Plunkett regarding personnel matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to come out of Executive Session at 2:18 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to reinstate Cassie Bennett’s salary of $46,000.00 effective 
immediately. Cassie Bennett is employed full time in the State’s Attorney’s office. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
At this time the Appointment of Commissioner for District #5 was scheduled.  Present at this time 
were applicants Dave Schneider, Frank Walton, Doug Mednasky, Beth Moorey, and Deb Fernen.   
Vice Chairman Steve Smeenk informed the applicants that the appointment would not take place 
until Chairman Kim Kling was in attendance at the meeting.  Commissioner Smeenk then opened the 
floor up to the applicants for any questions or comments.  All applicants expressed their gratitude for 
being considered and were willing to stay until Chairman Kling arrived. 
 
Commissioner Ager stated that cleanup day was held on Saturday August 3, 2013 and again on 
August 10, 2013 to ready the fairgrounds for the Butte/Lawrence County Fair.   
 
Commissioner Geis reported that the next Economic Development meeting will be held on  
August 14, 2013 at 7:00 a.m.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to accept the General Fund Surplus Analysis reports that were 
prepared with Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Accepted.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve transferring the cash balance of the WIC Fund to the 
General Fund and close the WIC Fund. Vote Unanimous. Motion Accepted.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Geis to break at 2:50 p.m. to wait for the arrival of Chairman Kling. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Chairman Kling arrived at 3:04 pm and suggested an open floor discussion for the applicants to have 
a chance to visit with the Commissioners.  Applicants presented themselves to the board and 
thanked them for the opportunity to be considered for the Appointment of Commissioner for  
District #5. The Commissioners thanked the applicants for their interest and told them they would 
make a decision.    
 
Motion by Ager Second by Cal to go into Executive session at 3:15 pm for personnel matters. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to come out of Executive session at 3:24 pm. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to appoint Deb Fernen to Commissioner District #5.   
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Deb Fernen was notified of the appointment.   
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to adjourn the meeting at 3:45 pm.  Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
 
 



SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $3,767.79, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $4,670.75, BUILDINGS $1,372.64, 
COMMISSIONERS $2,482.54, DISPATCH $11,668.36, ELECTION $543.60, JUDICIAL $345.60, EM/911 $1,373.16, 
EXTENSION $1,087.20, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,153.04, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1,087.20, REGISTER 
OF DEEDS OFFICE $2,334.99, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $9,613.44, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $6,987.22, 
TREASURER’S OFFICE $4,700.33, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $617.11  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5,021.02 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4,045.32 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $27,702.64 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

DILL LAW OFFICE, PC $3,500.00, SKYLER ASHTON $11.48, MEGAN BLOCK $10.00,  
STACY COFFELT $15.92, SUSAN FARGHALI $10.74, GARY GREENWALT $10.00,  
KEELEY GRUSING $10.74, TIMOTHY HAWKINS $12.22, ARLEN INTVELD $10.74,  
DONA KNUTSON $35.16, MEGAN LAVINE $11.48, BRADLEY MANKE $10.74, MARGARET MANKE $12.22, KENNY 
MCLAUGHLIN $31.46, MARK REID $27.76, RYAN STEDILLIE $10.00, DAWN WILLIAMS $21.84, CITY OF RAPID CITY 
$385.00, REINDL, STACI $7,000.00, WENDT, MARLENE $41.08, CENTURYLINK $897.30, JENSEN, JAMES $13.70, 
BROOKER, JACK $139.45, KOKESH, JAMES $11.48, CARMEN GOMEZ $10.74,BACHMAN, RENEE $400.00, MAPPING 
AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $1,201.50, YANKTON CO SHERIFF OFFICE $25.00, REGIONAL HEALTH PHYSICIANS 
$100.00, WILDE & HUNT $592.53, MARSHALL CONSTRUCTION $110.00, ROYAL LAWN CARE $138.01,  
SD SECRETARY OF STATE $30.00, REGIONAL HEALTH CLIENT BILLING $758.00, BLACK HILLS VISION CARE 
$156.00, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $490.53, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $6,271.34, PRIMERO 
INSURANCE $40.00, AUDRA MALCOMB CONSULTING $244.58, STURGIS REGIONAL HOSPITAL $278.00,  
STACY COFFELT $40.00, SUSAN FARGHALI $40.00, ARLEN INTVELD $40.00, MEGAN LAVINE $40.00, BRADLEY 
MANKE $40.00, MARGARET MANKE $40.00, MARK REID $40.00, RYAN STEDILLIE $40.00, DAWN WILLIAMS $40.00, 
MARY LYNN ANDERSON $23.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $576.89, SHOPKO PHARMACY – STURGIS          
$513.94, PENNINGTON COUNTY STATES ATTORNEY $430.00, CSD-INTERPRETING SERVICE $168.90, RAPID CITY 
REGIONAL HOSPITAL $1,324.73, CARLSON, JEAN M $410.25, BLACK HILLS FUNERAL HOME $700.00,  
BROOKER, JACK $303.10, KOKESH, JAMES $40.00, CERMAK, LISA $100.00 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

SD INVASIVE SPECIES MNGT ASSOC $250.00, RAPID CITY JOURNAL $5.08 
 
RENTALS  

PITNEY BOWES INC $801.30, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $417.65,  
DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $700.00 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  

CUSTOM CAGE $1,320.00, BUTLER MACHINERY $1,026.63, WELLS PLUMBING $154.24, WESTERN 
COMMUNICATIONS INC $998.00, BLACK HILLS WINDSHIELD REPAIR $185.00, BUNNEY'S BODY & COLLISION 
REPAIRS $150.00, BICKLE TRUCK & DIESEL SERVICE $50.21, DANKO EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT CO $8,974.78,  
3J OIL MEDICS, LLC $27.00, GRAFIX SHOPPE $938.76, G & R CONTROLS $430.61 
 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

FASTENAL COMPANY $12.04, ROBERT A TELKAMP $27.49, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, PRIMARY 
PRODUCTS CO $105.50, WEST PAYMENT CENTER $503.81, HARLAND CHECKS $42.16, USPS $48.76, Z & S DUST 
CONTROL $5,088.51, DAKOTA LUMBER $39.93, SD DEPT OF TRANS $10,739.68, SAND CREEK PRINTING $773.08,  
A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $420.00, BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF $201.56, ALL AROUND AUTO LLC $81.63, 
WHEELER LUMBER $9,922.56, FAST BREAK SCREEN PRINTING $90.00, GRIMM'S PUMP & INDUSTRIAL SUPP 
$60.50, MUTCHLER, TRICIA L $15.19, FINKBEINER FEED & SEED LLC $141.10, GALLS/QUARTERMASTER $241.43, 
ROCKINGTREE LANDSCAPES INC $40.23, ARMSTRONG EXTINGUISHER SERVICE $485.00, CERTIFIED 
LABORATORIES $3,339.88, MASON'S 5TH AVE $81.30, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $100.51 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

CLUBHOUSE HOTEL & SUITES–PIEERE $110.00, HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS HOTEL & SUITE $178.00, SD 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOC $40.00, SDAAO $300.00, BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA INN $50.00 
 
 
 



UTILITIES  

BLACK HILLS POWER $56.81, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL.CO $128.46, AT&T MOBILITY $844.57, WOW BUSINESS 
$741.24, AT&T $60.79, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $216.01, BLACK HILLS POWER $33.70, REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC 
$118.00, NORTHERN HILLS RECYCLING CENTER $51.00, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $73.00,  
CENTURYLINK $991.37, CENTURYLINK $11.35 
 
OTHER 

BELLE FOURCHE DEVELOPMENT CORP $10,000.00 
  
 
  

 

 
______________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Kim W. Kling, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 
 
 
 

  
   

 


