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THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:40 A.M. 
December 3, 2013.  Commissioners present were Ager, Geis and Fernen.   
Commissioner Smeenk was available via phone and Chairman Kling was absent.  
 
Acting Chairman James Ager called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the meeting agenda. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Moiton by Fernen Second by Geis to table the minutes from November 19, 2013. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment as presented by Auditor Jensen. 
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to accept the VSO report for November 2013 as presented by 
VSO Bob Wagner. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
There were no travel requests. 
 
There were no abatements.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to authorize Wilen Masonry, Inc. to proceed with Phase II of the 
Courthouse Renovation. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
VSO Bob Wagner recognized the following individuals for their dedicated service in assisting 
Veterans to necessary appointments by driving the VSO van. Certificates of Appreciation were given. 
Those recognized were:  
Melvin Shuck – 9 years – 1,193 hours 
Al Shaw – 9 years – 2,312 hours 
Eugene Miller – 2 years – 91 hours 
Stewart Henderson – 5 years – 438 hours 
Kim Brill – 1 year – 59 hours 
Earl Reber – 5 years – 175 hours 
Howard Reid – 5 years – 507 hours 
Keith Wallen – 3 years – 258 hours 
 
On behalf of the Butte County Commissioners a special Thank you was given to these individuals for 
their dedicated service to the Veterans in Butte County.  
 
Butte County Planning Director Polly Odle came before the Commissioners to discuss advertising 
and taking applications for the two open positions on the Butte County Planning Board.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to authorize Butte County Planning Director Polly Odle to 
advertise and take applications to fill two vacancies on the Butte County Planning Board.  
The Board of Butte County Commissioners will authorize the appointments.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 



A discussion was held regarding the Fisher Sand & Gravel ongoing gravel matter. Brosz Engineering 
measured the gravel at the Vallery Pit. Their measurements show 14,414 tons.  
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to table taking any action until the Regular Commissioner’s 
meeting which will be held on Tuesday, December 17, 2013. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams reported that the W. Woods Road Project has been suspended 
until Spring 2014. The road is open for travel.  
 
Other road issues and concerns were discussed.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to go into an Executive Session at 11:25 a.m. regarding personnel 
matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 11:50 a.m.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:36 p.m.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to 
his department.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for November 2013. 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Geis to authorize Sheriff Lamphere to proceed with the purchase of 
two vehicles for his department. The purchases are based off of the South Dakota State Bids rates.  
2014 – Dodge 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 – Scott Peterson Motors – $29,380.00 
2014 – Chevrolet Tahoe 4WD 4 door – Hersruds of Belle Fourche - $31,750.00 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to authorize Sheriff Lamphere to pay overtime to  
Deputy Brunner and Deputy Clements for the month of December due to Deputy Herra being in 
Pierre, SD at the academy. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
A lunch will be held on Tuesday, December 10, 2013 beginning at 12:00 p.m. at the Butte County 
Courthouse to recognize the dedicated services of Belle Fourche Fire Chief Mark Hespe, Belle 
Fourche Assistant Fire Chief Randy Schmidt and Paramedic Toni Jarnecke. These three individuals 
are retiring and it was decided to have a lunch in their honor to recognize them for their exemplary 
service and loyalty to the citizens of Butte County.    
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 2:05 p.m. with State’s Attorney 
Heather Plunkett regarding contracts. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 2:23 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Kling to sign the 2014 State of South 
Dakota Consultant Contract/Letter Of Agreement For Provision Of Community Health Services 
Between Butte County and the South Dakota Department of Health. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.   
 



Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to table the G & R Controls, Inc. Preventive Maintenance 
Agreement until the Regular Commissioner’s meeting on December 17, 2013. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the 2014 Retail (on-sale) Liquor License – Sunday 
Sales for Stone House Saloon. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Smeenk to approve the 2014 Retail (on-sale) Liquor License – Sunday 
Sales for Spur Creek Saloon LLC.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Geis to approve the 2014 Retail (on-sale) Liquor License – Sunday 
Sales for Newell Golf Club. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 2:40 p.m.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $3,847.79, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $2,581.01, BUILDINGS $1,389.63,  
COMMISSIONERS $3,442.08, DISPATCH $11,056.68, ELECTION $1,087.20, JUDICIAL $345.60, EM/911  
$1,661.45, EXTENSION $1,087.20, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,164.81, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE  
$1,087.21, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE $2,334.99, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $9,211.57, STATES ATTORNEY  
OFFICE $6,545.40 TREASURER’S OFFICE $4,604.91, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $617.11  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4,735.46 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $3,825.88 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $25,913.67 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

REGIONAL HEALTH PHYSICIANS $102.54, BARKER WILSON LAW FIRM LLP $15.32, 
HAVEMEIER, LESLIE $142.80, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $10,890.00, DSS DRUG SCREENING SERVICES $75.00, 
SANFORD LABORATORIES $34.56, DILL LAW OFFICE $3,500.00, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $492.62, RAPID 
CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $393.82, BUTTE CO AMBULANCE SERVICE $221.57, STURGIS AMBULANCE            
$478.05, DAKOTA RADIOLOGY $207.55, KING COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT CLERK $9.00, CITY OF RAPID CITY 
$210.00, REINDL, STACI L $7,000.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $1,351.89, CARLSON, JEAN M $190.00, 
BROOKER, JACK $257.15 
  
RENTALS  

DWARE INC $1,550.00 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  

ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION DIVISION $325.00, JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL $102.99, 
MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $4,405.50, BLACK HILLS WINDSHIELD REPAIR $50.00, A & B BUSINESS 
EQUIPMENT $267.47, MARSHALL CONSTRUCTION $192.50, GOLDEN WEST TECHNOLOGIES $255.00, COLLINS 
CLEANING SYSTEMS LLC $574.40, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS $126.09 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

FASTENAL COMPANY $42.93, MCLEODS $656.35, DAKOTA LUMBER $76.52, SD DEPT OF TRANS $14,051.44,  
SAND CREEK PRINTING $589.03, CROP PRODUCTION SERVICES INC $729.60, BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF $38.43, 
GENE'S LOCK SHOP $19.00, NEVE'S UNIFORMS INC $62.87, RESERVE ACCOUNT $3,000.00, ROCKMOUNT 
RESEARCH & ALLOYS $1,343.36, SECRETARY OF STATE $107.74, AMS-ALCOHOL MONITORY SYTEMS $8.22, 
BLACK HILLS SECURITY AND SYSTEM $3,565.31, FINKBEINER FEED & SEED LLC $406.67, ROBB INC $26.49, 
HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $182.45 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA HOTEL $150.00, CEDAR SHORE RESORT $245.85 



  
UTILITIES  

CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $158.97, BLACK HILLS POWER $42.19, AT&T MOBILITY $1,328.75, TRIMBLE 
NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $61.00, AT&T $72.55 
 
OTHER 

NEIL BEETS $300.00, STEVE TUCKER $300.00 
 
 
      

________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Kim W. Kling, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   


