
10/01/13 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:40 A.M. 
October 1, 2013.  Commissioners present were Kling, Smeenk, Ager,  
Geis and Fernen.  
 
Chairman Kim Kling called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager to approve the amended meeting agenda with the addition of a 
road concern on Sourdough Road. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to table the minutes from the Regular Commissioner’s meeting 
which was held on September 17, 2013 and the Special Commissioner’s meeting which was held on 
September 26, 2013.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came to listen to the road concern on Sourdough Road that 
was brought to the Commissioners by Mr. Bob Shear and Mr. Curt Marchiando. After the discussion, 
Chairman Kling informed Mr. Shear and Mr. Marchiando that their road concern was a civil matter.    
  
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve the bills for payment as presented by Auditor Jensen.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.     
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to authorize VSO Bob Wagner to apply for a Veterans 
Transportation Program’s Highly Rural Transportation Grant and to approve the September 2013 
VSO report.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager to approve the following travel requests:  Coroner Gary Brunner 
to attend training in Sioux Falls, SD on October 7 – 8, 2013 and for Emergency Manager/E911 
Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Martha Wierzbicki to attend a required SLA Training in Pierre, SD 
on October 8 – 10, 2013. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program Advisor Betsy Burtzlaff presented the September 
Program Advisor Report. Ms. Burtzlaff reported that the Butte-Lawrence County 4-H program is the 
4th largest in the State of South Dakota.  
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle came before the Commissioners to discuss the request from the 
City of Belle Fourche asking to consolidate the Board of Equalization hearings in 2014. A discussion 
was held but no action was taken.  
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle presented information to the Commissioners regarding a 
confidential document printing and secure mailing service to print and mail the assessment notices 
for 2014 taxes payable in 2015. The name of the Company is Qualified Presort Service, LLC. The 
cost savings would be quite significant to the County.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager for Director of Equalization Polly Odle to proceed with using 
Qualified Presort Service, LLC to print and mail the assessment notices for 2014 taxes payable in 
2015. The assessment notices must be postmarked by March 1, 2014. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.   
 
Director of Equalization/Planning Director came before the Commissioners with items on the agenda 
pertaining to Butte County Planning Department.  
 



Motion by Smeenk Second by Geis to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, November 5, 2013 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Butte County Commissioner’s Room which is located in the lower level of the Butte 
County Courthouse at 839 5th Avenue, Belle Fourche, SD  57717. The Butte County Commissioners 
will accept public comment on the following:  
 
Petition to Vacate a Portion of the Plat of Lots 1, 2, and 3 of Buffalo Ridge Subdivision #3, located in 
Section 25, Township 8 North, Range 1 East of the Black Hills Meridian and in the NE4 of Section 36, 
Township 8 North, Range 1 East, Butte County, South Dakota, recorded as Document #2009-915. 
The portion to be vacated is the access and utility easement. There will be no change to property 
lines or any road changes.  
 
Attorney Rhonda Miller was present on behalf of Mr. Martin Bonato.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve a Final Plat of Tracts B1 and B2, a Subdivision of Tract B 
located in the SE4NE4, NE4SE4, Section 14, T8N, R2E, B.H.M., Butte County, South Dakota. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
At 11:00 a.m. Highway Superintendent Don Adams opened two bids that had been received for 
Articulated Concrete Mattress, Excavators and Compactors with or without Operator. Bids were 
received from Homestead Maintenance and Pretex Concrete Products.  Motion by Smeenk Second 
by Geis to accept both bids as presented by Highway Superintendent Don Adams. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Ms. Karla Berglund came before the Commissioners, Highway Superintendent Don Adams and 
Sheriff Lamphere to discuss a speed limit reduction on Snoma Road. Ms. Berglund would like to see 
the speed limit reduced from 55 mph to 45 mph and would like for the Sheriff’s Department to patrol 
the road more. Ms. Berglund’s request will be taken under advisement. No action was taken.  
 
Mr. Charles Reid came before the Commissioners to discuss the possibility of closing the Reid Road.  
Mr. Reid was directed by Chairman Kling to go to the Butte County Highway Office to get a copy of 
the procedures needed to close the road.  
 
Mr. Reid also emphasized the need for additional gravel on one mile of the Arpan Road. This matter 
will go before the road committee for discussion.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Smeenk to approve three Applications For Occupancy On The Right Of 
Way Of County Highways for West River Cooperative Telephone Company to plow and do 
directional boring for a .5” to 2”, Fiber Optic Cable for Telecommunications in the Vale area.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve Change Order #1 for the Crack Seal & Asphalt Surface 
Treatment, BC-1(2013) for a decreased amount of $15,037.26 and authorize a final payment to Hills 
Materials Company for the amount of $101,511.34. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to supplement the Highway Budget for the amount of 
$101,511.34 for the Crack Seal & Asphalt Surface Treatment project on the Helmer/Snoma Road. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams reported that the W. Wood Road Project was scheduled to 
begin the week of October 7th.  
 



Highway Issues and Concerns were discussed including a concern on 183rd Street north of Newell.  
 
The Commissioner’s recessed for lunch at 12:05 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioner’s reconvened at 1:40 p.m.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to address the items on the agenda pertaining to 
his department.  
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to her department.  
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett briefly discussed the Sunrise Addition Road Matter but no action 
was taken.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Smeenk to go into an Executive Session at 2:10 p.m. regarding legal 
matters. State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett was also present. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to come out of Executive Session at 2:50 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Martha Wierzbicki came before the 
Commissioners to address the items on the agenda pertaining to her department. 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager to approve the purchase of the new Grabar Recording System 
for the E911 Center. The purchase price is $24,998.00.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Kling to sign the Emergency 
Management FFY2014 State and Local Agreement (SLA) Between The State of South Dakota and 
Butte County.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to authorize Matt Pearce from Mapping and Planning Specialties, 
Inc. to come assist Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Martha Wierzbicki 
with mapping training from October 20 – 24, 2013 specifically for Butte County. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.   
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to supplement the Emergency Management Budget for $232.00 
for travel/training expenses. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to supplement the Extension Budget for the amount of $97.50 for 
supplies. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Smeenk to approve the minutes from the Regular Commissioner’s 
meeting which was held on September 17, 2013 and table the minutes from the Special 
Commissioner’s meeting which was held on September 26, 2013. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager to authorize a payment of $3,200.00 to Mr. Dick Loper,  
C/O Prairie Winds Consulting Services for his review of the South Dakota Draft Resource 
Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to forward Mr. Loper’s comments and findings along with a 
cover letter signed by all Butte County Commissioners to the Bureau of Land Management office. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 



The next Commissioner’s meeting will be on Tuesday, October 15, 2013 at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 4:50 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $4,999.79, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $4,677.76, BUILDINGS $1,375.47, 
COMMISSIONERS $2,872.08, DISPATCH $10,398.53, ELECTION $543.60, JUDICIAL $345.60, EM/911 $1,373.16, 
EXTENSION $1,087.20, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,663.61, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1,087.20, REGISTER 
OF DEEDS OFFICE $2,334.99, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $9,460.14, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $6,504.63, 
TREASURER’S OFFICE $4,814.20, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $617.11  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4931.17 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $3,946.89 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $27,681.75 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

BACHMAN, RENEE $150.00, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $623.00, 
HAVEMEIER, LESLIE $71.60, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $20,460.00, MORMAN LAW FIRM $243.60, DILL LAW 
OFFICE, PC $3,500.00, STACY COFFELT $55.92, SUSAN FARGHALI $50.74, ARLEN INTVELD $50.74, BRADLEY 
MANKE $50.74, RYAN STEDILLIE $50.00, DAWN WILLIAMS $61.84, CITY OF RAPID CITY    $1,085.00, REINDL, STACI 
L $7,000.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $1,394.80, SHOPKO PHARMACY–STURGIS $266.58, PENNINGTON 
COUNTY STATES ATTY $215.00, DONALD A. JANZ PHD LLC $1,100.00, BLACKBURN & STEVENS PROF LLC 
$205.73, BLACK HILLS ORTH AND SPINE CENTER $125.46, HOWELL, JACK KEN $81.60, 
CARLSON, JEAN M $265.10, BROOKER, JACK $485.10, CERMAK, LISA $150.00, 
BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $28.00 
 
RENTALS  

PITNEY BOWES INC $127.47, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $360.77, 
DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $700.00 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  

BUTLER MACHINERY $576.16, HILLS MATERIALS COMPANY $101,511.34, 
A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $39.92, BICKLE TRUCK & DIESEL SERVICE $3,991.15, 
KONE INC $367.83, WILEN MASONRY, INC $19,959.22 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION DIVISION $325.00, DAKOTA LUMBER $82.86, 
SD DEPT OF TRANS $15,787.73, SAND CREEK PRINTING $536.83, WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS INC $45.00, 
QUILL CORPORATION $46.04, ROCKMOUNT RESEARCH & ALLOYS $1,348.73, BLACK HILLS AMMUNITION $403.40, 
WEST PAYMENT CENTER $119.06, RAPID CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT $7.14, SUBWAY SANDWICHES & SALADS          
$120.00, FINKBEINER FEED & SEED LLC $2,777.98, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE $16.80, CERTIFIED 
LABORATORIES $315.00, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $226.87, DIGITAL ALLY INC $160.00   
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

BEST WESTERN OF HURON $588.00, SD INVASIVE SPECIES MNGT ASSOC $200.00, 
BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA INN $1,155.00, SDSU-WEST RIVER AG CENTER $328.70, 
CEDAR SHORE RESORT $156.00 
 
UTILITIES  

CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $231.64, BLACK HILLS POWER $37.82, AT&T MOBILITY $1,431.87, TRIMBLE 
NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF $244.33, W.O.W. BUSINESS $714.33, BUTTE-MEADE 
SANITARY $65.00, AT&T $71.59, CENTURYLINK $6.44 
 
OTHER 

VALE FIRE DEPARTMENT $2,900.00 
 
 
  
 



 
 

  
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Kim W. Kling, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   

PUBLISHED ONCE AT THE TOTAL APPROXIMATE COST OF $ 
 


