
09/03/13 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:35 A.M. 
September 3, 2013.  Commissioners present were Kling, Smeenk, Ager,  
Geis and Fernen.  
 
Chairman Kim Kling called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Please let the records show that the Board of Butte County Commissioners will be readily available 
any time during the day if a taxpayer would like to meet with the Board regarding the 2014 
Provisional Budget.   
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Geis to approve the meeting agenda. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager to approve the minutes from the Regular Commissioner’s 
meeting which was held on August 20, 2013 and the Special Commissioner’s meeting which was 
held on August 14, 2013.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
  
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve the bills for payment as presented by Auditor Jensen.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.     
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Geis to accept the VSO report for July 2013 and August 2013.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
There no were no travel requests to present. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Smeenk to approve the following abatements as presented by Treasurer 
Lensegrav. The three bills were Duplicates. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
 

PARCEL NUMBER AMOUNT REASON 

12602CKDFL2163 $   47.76 Duplicate Bill  

40909-1 $   10.00 Duplicate Bill  

08.5.36.11 $ 239.16 Duplicate Bill  

 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the following abatements as presented by Treasurer 
Lensegrav. The three parcels are Tax Exempt.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 

PARCEL NUMBER AMOUNT REASON 

15.60.C $ 2,371.54 Property Tax Exempt 

15.60.6.9 $    607.50 Property Tax Exempt 

15.60.5.1 $ 1,112.51 Property Tax Exempt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Fernen Second by Smeenk to approve the following abatements as presented by 
Treasurer Lensegrav. The three bills were Advance Taxes that were not collected. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 

PARCEL NUMBER AMOUNT REASON 

15.SS.009M $  127.96 Adv Taxes Not Collected 2006 

15.SS.009M $  128.56 Adv Taxes Not Collected 2007 

15.SS.009M $  128.20 Adv Taxes Not Collected 2008 

81.08.2.12M $  275.70 Adv Taxes Not Collected 2008 

15.SS.063M $  149.88 Adv Taxes Not Collected 2007 

 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager to approve the following abatements as presented by Treasurer 
Lensegrav. The bills are considered to be Uncollectible. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
 
 

PARCEL NUMBER AMOUNT REASON 

16.01.017.16 $  453.80 Uncollectible 

09.3.33.1.2 $  320.70 Uncollectible 

17.00.02.02 $    70.00 Uncollectible 

09.4.15.2 $  132.56 Uncollectible 

17.01.02.11 $  112.29 Uncollectible 

 
Allen Schaefer – Auditor – in – Charge with Legislative Audit came before the Board to discuss his 
findings of the 2011 and 2012 audit.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Smeenk to authorize Chairman Kling to sign the Closing Management 
Letter as presented by Mr. Al Schaefer. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County Planning Director Polly Odle came before the Commissioners with a Final Plat for the 
Commissioner’s approval.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Smeenk to approve the Final Plat of Tracts B1 and B2 of Taft Addition, a 
Subdivision of Tract B of Taft Addition Located in a Portion of the E2SW4 of Section 4, T8N, R6E, 
B.H.M., Butte County, South Dakota. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to go into an Executive Session at 11:05 a.m. regarding legal 
matters with Director of Equalization Polly Odle. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to come out of Executive Session at 11:37 a.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to address the Sunrise Addition Road Concern with State’s 
Attorney Heather Plunkett. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Belle Fourche City Engineer Ryan Kavan came before the Commissioners to discuss Butte County’s 
concurrence with the City of Belle Fourche on the award of the Asphalt Surfacing & Grading Project 
on W. Wood Road and Engineer Kavan was asking for a financial commitment from Butte County for 
the project. The City of Belle Fourche recommends awarding the project to Hills Material Company 
for the ½ mile project. After the project is complete the City of Belle Fourche will take over the 
maintenance of the W. Wood Road to where the pavement ends.  
 



Motion by Geis Second by Ager to concur with the City of Belle Fourche in awarding the Asphalt 
Surfacing & Grading Project on W. Wood Road to Hills Material Company and for Butte County to 
pay up to a final amount of $75,000.00 towards the project. The City of Belle Fourche will then take 
over the maintenance of W. Wood Road to where the pavement will end.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams reported that the “Crack Seal & Asphalt Surface Treatment” on 
the Snoma-Helmer Road was under way and should be completed in the very near future.  
 
Belle View Acres Emergency Road Access is being reviewed by State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett 
therefore no action was taken. 
  
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager to approve an Application To Construct A Cattle Guard Across a 
County Road for Faye Mutchler on Old Highway 212. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Geis to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Butte Electric Cooperative, Inc. to trench an Underground 7200v power line 
under Schmele Road and Experimental Farm Road. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of 
Way Of County Highways for Butte Electric Cooperative, Inc. to trench an Underground 7200 v power 
line under Wetz Road. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) was researched by Highway Superintendent Don 
Adams.  The Grant Program is meant for financial funding for Safe Routes to School for towns and 
cities.  
 
The Commissioner’s recessed for lunch at 12:16 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioner’s reconvened at 1:35 p.m.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to address the items on the agenda pertaining to 
his department.  
 
A discussion was held regarding the Joint Powers Compact Agreement with JSC. More research will 
be done regarding this matter before a decision is made.  
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to her department.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session regarding legal matters and 
personnel matters with City Engineer Ryan Kavan at 2:00 p.m.  State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett 
was also present. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Smeenk to come out of Executive Session at 2:55 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Attorney Dwight Gubbrud whom represents the City of Belle Fourche and Attorney Wes Buckmaster 
whom represents the O.A. Henderson Estate came before the Commissioners requesting an 
abatement for prior year taxes on Outlot 2 and a portion of Outlot 7 (AKA Tract 7B).  The 
Commissioners will take the request under advisement. Butte County State’s Attorney Heather 
Plunkett will review the matter before any decision is made. 
 



Barbara Cline from Prairie Hills Transit came before the Commissioners with a budget request of 
$8,000.00 to help with funding. No action was taken.  
 
Administrative Assistant Amy Hauck asked the Commissioners if it would be possible for the 
Extension Office to purchase the old copy/fax machine that was in the State’s Attorney’s office. The 
Extension Office would need to be supplemented if the request was fulfilled. This matter will be 
discussed at the upcoming 2014 budget planning meeting.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session regarding legal matters at  
4:00 p.m. with State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett and Director of Equalization Polly Odle.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Ager to come out of Executive Session at 4:32 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the happenings within their 
departments.  
 
A Special Budget Meeting will be held on Thursday, September 12, 2013 beginning at 3:00 p.m.  
 
Committee Reports were given. 
 
No one appeared before the Board of Butte County Commissioners to discuss the 2014 Provisional 
Budget.   
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $3,967.79, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $4,677.76, BUILDINGS $1,375.47, 
COMMISSIONERS $2,872.08, DISPATCH $11,383.98, ELECTION $543.60, JUDICIAL $345.60, EM/911 $1,373.16, 
EXTENSION $1,719.14, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,078.06, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1,087.20, REGISTER 
OF DEEDS OFFICE $2,334.99, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $9,850.92, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $6,545.40, 
TREASURER’S OFFICE $4,742.99, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $617.11  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4931.17 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $3,946.89 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $27,681.75 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

KAREN SWANDA $15.00, BACHMAN, RENEE $250.00, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $422.75, DILL LAW 
OFFICE $3,500.00, LEWNO, LUCY M $148.71, AUDRA MALCOMB CONSULTING $879.77, RADIOLOGY ASSOCIATES 
PROF LLC $133.60, BROSZ ENGINEERING INC $450.00, STACY COFFELT $55.92, SUSAN FARGHALI $50.74, ARLEN 
INTVELD $50.74, BRADLEY MANKE $50.74, MARGARET MANKE $52.22, MARK REID $67.76, RYAN STEDILLIE 
$50.00, DAWN WILLIAMS $61.84, CITY OF RAPID CITY $595.00, REINDL, STACI L $7,000.00, DOUBLE STAR 
COMPUTING $559.95, SHOPKO PHARMACY–STURGIS $322.50, ELLINGSON, JOSEPH $793.60, MUTCHLER,  
TRICIA L $72.20, ADAMS, RAMONA ANN $48.00, HARKINS, CAROLYN M $387.10, BLACK HILLS ORTH AND SPINE 
CENTER $1,464.32, CODY, DENISE $15.00, BROOKER, JACK $243.50, KOKESH, JAMES $51.48,  
GEIB, JOHN D $80.00 
 
RENTALS  

DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $700.00 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  

3J OIL MEDICS, LLC $27.00, RUSHMORE COMMUNICATIONS INC $611.95, 



CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $122.59 
 
 
 
 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

FASTENAL COMPANY $594.61, BUTLER MACHINERY $2,941.13, FERNEN ELECTRONICS $350.00, OFFICE 
EMPORIUM $7.69, DAKOTA LUMBER $175.97, SAND CREEK PRINTING $144.08, JT VEHICLE SYSTEMS $950.00, 
TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, STATE BAR OF SOUTH DAKOTA $200.00, NEVE'S UNIFORMS INC $306.75, 
RESERVE ACCOUNT $3,000.00, REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY $70.00, ALL AROUND AUTO LLC $27.77, 
WEST PAYMENT CENTER $501.25, LINDA HOXIE $222.57, 
HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $40.35 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

DWARE INC $85.00, PIZZA HUT $36.98, SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $595.00, 
HOLIDAY INN CITY CENTRE $100.00 
  
UTILITIES  

CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $216.71, BLACK HILLS POWER $34.09, AT&T MOBILITY $979.34, REFUSE SOLUTIONS 
INC $118.00, STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS    $3,000.00, NORTHERN HILLS RECYCLING CENTER $51.00, 
GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS $212.50, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $61.00, EXECUTIVE MGMT FINANCE 
OFFICE $6.05 
  
OTHER 

CARRIAGE HOUSE AUTOMOTIVE LLC $2,248.12 
 
 

      
 
 

  
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Kim W. Kling, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
   
 


