
04/01/14 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:40 A.M. 
April 1, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Ager, Geis, Fernen and Kling. 
 
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the amended meeting agenda which includes setting a 
date for the County Lease Land Auction.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to approve the minutes from the Regular Scheduled 
Commissioner’s meeting which was held on February 18, 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle came before the Commissioners to present them with an 
abatement. Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to approve an abatement for the amount of $863.18 
on parcel number 15.20.02.04. The applicant qualified for the Assessment Freeze for the Elderly and 
Disabled but missed the deadline as prescribed in SDCL 10-6A-4. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle informed the Commissioners that Deputy Director Louise Hohn 
had submitted her resignation and would be leaving her employment with Butte County on  
April 11, 2014. 
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle also reminded the Commissioners that they would be meeting as 
a County Board of Equalization on Tuesday, April 8, 2014 beginning at 8:30 a.m in the 
Commissioner’s room at the Butte County Courthouse.  
 
Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program Advisor Betsy Burtzlaff presented the March 2014 
Activity Report.  
 
VSO Bob Wagner presented the VSO report for March 2014. 
 
Planning Director Polly Odle informed the Commissioners that the Final Plat of Lot B located in a 
portion of the Former Chicago Northwestern Railroad R.O.W. and the NE4 of Section 32, T9N, R6E, 
B.H.M., Butte County, South Dakota had been pulled by the owners and would not be presented.   
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session regarding Personnel Matters with 
Sheriff Lamphere at 10:40 a.m. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to come out of Executive Session at 11:20 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Butte County Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Mr. Scott Clyde from Action Heavy Equipment came before the Commissioners to discuss in detail 
the Sale’s Agreement between Butte County and Action Heavy Equipment Company regarding the 
six motor graders that have been deemed surplus. The graders will be sold via Internet Auction 
Services with a 5% charge per item for all Butte County Equipment. The 5% is payable to Action 
Heavy Equipment.  
 



 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to accept the Sale’s Agreement with Action Heavy Equipment 
Company from Scott Clyde with a 5% commission charge per item for all Butte County Equipment.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The graders are scheduled to sell accordingly:  
140H Caterpillar Motor Grader – Scheduled to sell on May 21st 
140M Caterpillar Motor Grader -  Scheduled to sell on May 21st  
140H Caterpillar Motor Grader – Scheduled to sell on May 28th 
140M Caterpillar Motor Grader -  Scheduled to sell on May 28th 
140M Caterpillar Motor Grader – Scheduled to sell on June 11th 
140M Caterpillar Motor Grader -  Scheduled to sell on June 11th 

 

Motion by Geis Second by Ager to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign a SDDOT Joint Powers 
Agreement for Weed Spraying with Butte County. The agreement will commence on May 12, 2014 
and will end on October 3, 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to set the County Lease Land Auctions for 10:00 a.m. and  
10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 22, 2014 in the office of the Butte County Auditor. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed other road issues and 
concerns.  
  
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:02 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to discuss the agenda items pertaining to his 
department.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for March 2014. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve a travel request for Deputy Brunner to go to  
Rapid City, SD for  training. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss items on the agenda 
pertaining to the State’s Attorney department.   
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 2:10 p.m. regarding legal and 
contractual matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
  
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to come out of Executive Session at 2:37 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve a Cooperative Agreement for Construction of Water, 
Sewer and Right-Of-Way Improvements between Belle Fourche Development Corporation,  
Butte County, D.T.J., L.L.C., and City of Belle Fourche, South Dakota for the Economic 
Development Project in the Lensegrav Addition. The motion is contingent upon the City of Belle 
Fourche accepting the agreement. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. Also present was Belle Fourche 
City Engineer Ryan Kavan, Belle Fourche City Mayor Gary Hendrickson and Economic Director  
Greg Krajewski. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 



 
Mr. Don Nelson and Mr. Tommy Simons whom are part owners of Spear S Cattle Company came 
before the Commissioners to discuss the barn that has been constructed on a portion of a section 
line in Butte County. Mr. Nelson and Mr. Simons stated that they were unaware that a building permit 
was needed prior to construction of the building.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 3:20 p.m. with  
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to discuss a 
personnel matter.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to come out of Executive Session at 4:00 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.   
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to authorize Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain 
Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to proceed with applying for a HMEP Grant Update.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Geis to go into an Executive Session at 4:15 p.m. with Attorney  
Tim Vander Heide regarding the Butte County Public Defender Contract for 2014.  Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Kling to come out of Executive Session at 4:40 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Mr. Doug Mednansky – Eagle Enterprises came before the Commissioners to discuss an Energy 
Efficient Lighting Conversion System for the Butte County Courthouse. No action was taken.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Chairman Smeenk appointed Commissioner James Ager to represent Butte County on the Board for 
Prairie Hills Transit.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to authorize Auditor Jensen to send out an email to all 
Department Heads stating that a Commissioner is to set in on the interview process when hiring an 
employee. This is effective immediately. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 5:25 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $4060.38, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5122.16, BUILDINGS $2299.10,   
COMMISSIONERS $3788.48, DISPATCH $12,128.41, ELECTION $565.60, JUDICIAL $359.52, EM/911 
$1428.09, EXTENSION $1131.20, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $15,109.93, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE 
$1149.70, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE $2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $11,004.71, STATES ATTORNEY 
OFFICE $7020.92, TREASURER’S OFFICE $5893.40, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.80  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5045.79 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $3993.80 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $27,459.18 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 



BACHMAN, RENEE $100.00, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $6,427.50, 
SD INVASIVE SPECIES MNGT ASSOC $250.00, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $1,977.91,  
AUDRA MALCOMB CONSULTING $579.72, BARNAUD LAW FIRM $2,082.10, NELSON, CHRISTY M $50.00, 
CITY OF RAPID CITY FINANCE OFF $210.00, REINDL, STACI L $7,000.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING 
$1,017.48, MUTCHLER, TRICIA L $102.60, EXECUTIVE MGMT FINANCE OFFICE $19.00, JACK BROOKER              
$178.55, DILL LAW OFFICE, PC $3,500.00 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
RAPID CITY JOURNAL $113.70 
 
RENTALS  
A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $261.86, BLACK HILLS PURE INC $9.95, PITNEY BOWES INC $584.13, DJ 
CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $700.00 
  
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  
ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION DIVISION $325.00, G & R CONTROLS $268.88, 
CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $280.60 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  
LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $8.57, MCLEODS $925.00, BUTLER MACHINERY $890.97,  
DAKOTA LUMBER $125.35, SAND CREEK PRINTING $680.10, BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF $226.65,  
WEST GROUP $130.90, LEXISNEXIS $189.00, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE $26.00, ROBB INC $445.00, 
A TO Z SHREDDING $103.20, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $177.17 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 
DESERT SNOW LLC $1,180.00, SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $600.00, CEDAR SHORE RESORT 
$169.90, SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $100.00 
 
UTILITIES  
AT&T MOBILITY $755.20, W.O.W. BUSINESS $692.90, CENTURYLINK $547.22, 
CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $145.08, BLACK HILLS POWER $91.10, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED 
$239.70, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $57.00, AT&T $40.71, 
NORTHERN HILLS RECYCLING CENTER $27.00 
  
OTHER 
PRAIRIE HILLS TRANSIT $4,000.00 
  
 

 
 
      
 
__________________________ 

APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 


