
 
 
 08/19/14 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:09 P.M. 
August 19, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Ager, Geis, Fernen and Kling. 
 
Chairman Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to approve the meeting agenda. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for July 31, 2014.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
 

AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 
 

 BUTTE COUNTY 
July 31, 2014 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                   1,993,658.18 
Wells Fargo Savings                          156,716.88 
Butte County Economic Development     56,757.38                 
Pioneer Bank & Trust    499,533.48            
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                           5.68 
Sheriff Credit Card Account        1,500.00 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               2,708,171.60 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 434,169.17 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $ 434,169.17 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 235,284.60 
SSFCU    255,210.75 
PB&T                          841,805.55 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   1,332,300.90 
 
Cash on Hand     $     1,550.00 
 
   
 
 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   4,476,191.67 
 
Insufficient Fund Checks In-process   $                             767.30 
 
Total General Ledger Balance   $                   4,476,958.97 
 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            8/12/2014 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  8/12/2014 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
 
                          
 
 
 
 



Motion by Ager Second by Geis to accept the County Lien report for July 31, 2014.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

      
  EXPENSES        EXPENSES    RECOVERED     RECOVERED 
  JUL 2014      YTD    Jul 2014            YTD 
 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $  21,034.70 $ 176,964.82 $   3,643.50 $   28,968.78 
 
JAIL $  58,876.40 $  171,645.30        $   1,325.00 $    13,075.00  
 
POOR LIEN $      438.70 $      4,578.12 $          0.00 $           15.00 
 
REGIONAL JUVENILLE $    1,261.20 $    20,224.41 $          0.00 $           35.00  
DETENTION 
 
  
The following liens for July have been applied: 
 

COMMISSIONER REPORT 
Liens for July 2014 

Abuse & Neglect $    1,881.82 A&N 
Buffington, Brent $       220.00 JAIL 
Bush, Duane $         55.00 JAIL 
Coyle, Luke $         55.00 JAIL 
Dembeck, Edward $         55.00 JAIL 
Eschler, Christopher $         55.00 JAIL 
Flaskamp, Shane $       330.00 JAIL 
Gehner, Laura $         55.00 JAIL 
Juvenile $       130.50 JUV 
Perez, Anthony $         55.00 JAIL 
Routier, Ryan $         55.00 JAIL 
Stack, Robert $         55.00 JAIL 
Tefertiller, Tyson $       110.00 JAIL 
Tichi, Terry $         55.00 JAIL 
   
TOTAL $     3,167.32   
   
    
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to authorize payment of the payables per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen with the exception of voiding check number 88844 payable to  
Belle Fourche Economic Development for the amount of $23,401.30 and replace with check number 
88882 payable to Belle Fourche Economic Development for the amount of $6,059.49.   
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to accept the Register of Deeds report for July 2014.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the following travel requests:   
Register of Deeds Paula Walker, Auditor Elaine Jensen and Commissioner Debbie Fernen to attend 
the County Convention in Pierre, SD on September 15 – 17, 2014 and for Dispatch Supervisor  
Justin Harn to attend a Zuercher Conference in Sioux Falls, SD on September 24 – 26, 2014.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
There were no abatements.  
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle came before the Commissioners to ask for their approval to close 
the Director of Equalization office on Monday, September 8, 2014 and to authorize Administrative 
Assistant Robin Ager to work 8 hours on Tuesday, September 9, 2014 while Director of Equalization 
Polly Odle, Administrative Assistant Debbilynn Weaver and Assessor Megan Lang attend the 2014 
Annual Assessor School in Pierre, SD September 8 – 12, 2014. Motion by Geis Second by Ager to 
approve the request made by Director of Equalization Polly Odle. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to address the items on the agenda pertaining to his 
department. 
 
Ms. Lois O’Dea, Mr. Williams and William Huston all from Vale, SD came before the Commissioners to 
discuss some concerns they have in regards to the Vale Township. Vale Township contains an 
unincorporated town which is Vale therefore Butte County Ordinances pertain to Vale Township.  
The concerns that were discussed are a possible civil matter therefore no action was taken. 
 
Deputy State’s Attorney Cassie Wendt came before the Commissioners to address the items on the 
agenda pertaining to the State’s Attorney’s office.   
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 2:20 p.m. regarding legal and 
contractual matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to come out of Executive Session at 2:40 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign an Admission of Service and 
a Consent to Partition in the matter of Delzer v. Delzer and Butte County.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Belle Fourche City Engineer Ryan Kavan and Belle Fourche Development Corporation Executive 
Director Greg Krajewski came before the Commissioners to give an update on the Lensegrav Addition.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to authorize Auditor Jensen to write a check payable to Belle 
Fourche Development Corporation for the amount of $6,059.49 for Change Order #1. This will replace 
check number 88844 payable to Belle Fourche Economic Development for the amount of $23,401.30. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to address the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way Of 
County Highways for Butte Meade Sanitary Water District to install a water main on the north side of 
Valley 1 Road. The method of installation will be done by trenching. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
 
 



Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the following Application For Occupancy On The Right Of 
Way Of County Highways:   

1. WBI Energy Transmission to do Horizontal Directional Drilling for the installation of a Natural 
Gas Transmission Pipeline on Business Loop Highway 212; 

2. WBI Energy Transmission to do Horizontal Directional Drilling for the installation of a Natural 
Gas Transmission Pipeline on McCoy Road (from Valley Road & McCoy Road); 

3. WBI Energy Transmission to do Horizontal Directional Drilling for the installation of a Natural 
Gas Transmission Pipeline on Snoma Road; 

4. WBI Energy Transmission to do Horizontal Directional Drilling for the installation of a Natural 
Gas Transmission Pipeline on McCoy Road (from Snoma Road & McCoy Road); 

Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The estimated cost to have Brosz Engineering, Inc. do a Corp Permit Survey for the Winkler Road 
Structure Replacement was estimated to cost $800.00 - $1,000.00. It was a consensus from the Board 
of Butte County Commissioners to not do the survey.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams gave an update on the Gravel Crushing. Both gravel sites are 
expected to be complete by the deadline date which had been extended by one week.  
 
Road Issues and Concerns were discussed.  
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen came before the 
Commissioners to give an update on the happenings within his department.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to accept the First Reading of the Butte County Ordinance to Regulate 
Open Burning. The Second Reading will be held on September 2, 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to add Mark Hespe and Greg Wetz, Jr. to the Vale Volunteer Fire 
Department Roster. This can be done as the Volunteer Fire Departments have no residential 
limitations. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign a “No Change” Certificate for 
the Local Emergency Operations Plan. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to set a new policy in Butte County for Incident Response Personnel 
Care. The Emergency Manager can provide food and drink for personnel that are assisting with 
Emergency Situations. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
An update was given on a fuel spill. The case is now closed.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to allocate $4,000.00 to Prairie Hills Transit for 2015.  Allocations 
greater than $4,000.00 will not be considered unless Butte County has the authority to appoint a  
Board Member with full voting privileges to sit on the Board of Directors for Prairie Hills Transit.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
 
A special budget meeting has been scheduled for Monday, September 8, 2014 to begin at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 4:52 p.m. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
 



SALARY 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $6576.29, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5031.89, BUILDINGS $1679.86, COMMISSIONERS 
$3908.48, DISPATCH $11,819.42, ELECTION $661.05, JUDICIAL $359.52, EM/911 $1428.09, EXTENSION $1131.20, 
HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,734.81, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1131.20, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
$2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $12,583.29, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $7683.36, TREASURER’S OFFICE $6205.56, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.08  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5723.77 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4295.59 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $29,512.11 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
RENEE BACHMAN $50.00, WOLFF LAW OFFICE PLLC $3,211.80, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $653.75, 
YANKTON CO SHERIFF OFFICE $25.00, WESTERN S.D. JUVENILE SERVICES $8,830.80, JEROME M SECHSER $31.84, 
LESLIE HAVEMEIER $399.00, HEATHER ESTRADA $20.00, AUDRA MALCOMB CONSULTING $429.55, ROSALIE 
OVERSTREET $20.00, KOURTNEY TRACY $20.00, EMILY O'GRADY $20.00, RAPID CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT $37.00, 
DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $1,131.89, SHOPKO PHARMACY–STURGIS $45.27, KLINE FUNERAL CHAPEL $700.00,  
PENNINGTON COUNTY STATES ATTORNEY $215.00, COUNTY DRUG $3.30, JACK BROOKER $105.64, HYMANS, 
RENA M $1,425.12, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $10.00 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
RAPID CITY JOURNAL $166.00, RAPID CITY JOURNAL $86.29 
 
RENTALS  
ROSS RENTALS, LLC $90.00, DAKOTA RENTAL & CHAIN SAW CENTER $820.00, 
CULLIGAN $66.00, BLACK HILLS PURE INC $73.01, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $357.79 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  
JOHNSON ELECTRIC $1,229.89, STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $131.98, BUTLER MACHINERY $12,013.75, EDDIE'S 
TRUCK CENTER $65.93, ROYAL LAWN CARE $506.29, NEWELL SERVICE CENTER $125.90, BICKLE TRUCK & DIESEL 
SERVICE $38.00, GRAFIX SHOPPE $459.15, LINDSTAD'S ALIGNMENT & BRAKE $273.84, 
HOMESTEAD MAINTENANCE $1,081.64, KONE INC $380.19, A & J SUPPLY $17.43 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  
POSY PALACE FLORIST AND GREEN $36.04, NEWELL CONOCO STOP & SHOP $293.11, SHOPKO STORES 
OPERATING CO $126.32, LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $102.49, NEWELL RANCH SUPPLY INC $41.77, SERVALL 
UNIFORM/LINEN $677.30, BELLE FLOWERS $92.00, OFFICE EMPORIUM $143.00, RAPID DELIVERY $45.00, WEST 
TIRE & ALIGNMENT $1,110.86, SAND CREEK PRINTING $910.43, STEREOS N STUFF $137.93, TRUENORTH STEEL 
$32,843.79, GENE'S LOCK SHOP $84.90, RESERVE ACCOUNT $3,000.00, BELLE FOURCHE VOLUNTEER FIRE $450.89, 
ROCKMOUNT RESEARCH & ALLOYS $1,198.68, FAST BREAK SCREEN PRINTING $168.00, RUNNINGS CORPORATE 
OFFICE $587.82, CREATIVE CULTURE INSIGNIA, LLC $371.00, LEXISNEXIS $189.00, WEST PAYMENT CENTER 
$130.90, CBH COOPERATIVE $3,303.55, INTOXIMETERS INC $345.00, SUBWAY SANDWICHES & SALADS $176.00, 
FINKBEINER FEED & SEED LLC $3,018.76, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE $93.00, ALERT MAGAZINE LLC $125.00, 
HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $137.97, A & B WELDING SUPPLY $30.62, MG OIL COMPANY $18,815.93 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 
SDSU-WEST RIVER AG CENTER $186.47, PENNINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF $983.40, 
ELIZABETH BURTZLAFF $217.87 
 
UTILITIES  
BUTTE ELECTRIC COOP $171.04, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO $109.09, 
GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS $23.45, CENTURYLINK $1,667.65,  
BLACK HILLS POWER $4,332.73, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL CO $94.76, W.O.W. BUSINESS $776.75, TOWN OF NISLAND 
$65.10 
 
EQUIPMENT 
AIR SYSTEMS $168.89 
 
OTHER  
BELLE FOURCHE DEVELOPMENT CORP $6,059.49, SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $500.00 
 



_______________________________ 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  
 
 


	COMMISSIONER REPORT

