
12/02/14 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. 
December  2, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Geis, Fernen and Harms. 
Commissioner Kling was absent. Mr. Frank Walton was present.  
 
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Harms Second by Geis to approve the meeting agenda. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the minutes from the Regular Scheduled Meeting 
which was held on November 18, 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to accept the VSO report for October as presented by VSO  
Bob Wagner. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to approve a travel request for Administrative Assistant  
Kathy Bonnema from the Auditor’s office to attend a workshop in Rapid City, SD on December 10, 
2014. The workshop pertains to Health Insurance for Indigents and a travel request was submitted 
from Emergency Manger/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to attend an 
Emergency Management class in Pierre, SD on January 21 – 22, 2015. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 
 
Treasurer Lensegrav presented the Commissioners with an abatement for an Elderly Tax Freeze on 
parcel number 15.02.05.13. The deadline was missed but the applicant qualified for the tax freeze.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to approve an abatement for the amount of $312.19 on parcel 
number 15.02.05.13. The abatement is for an Elderly Tax Freeze. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the happenings within their 
departments.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to accept the Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program 
Advisor Report for November 2014 as presented by Advisor Betsy Burtzlaff. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the Final Plat of Block 
1A, Block 2A, Block 3A and Dedicated Right-Of-Way of Lensegrav Addition, Located in the  
NE ¼ SW ¼ of Section 15, T8N, R2E, B.H.M., City of Belle Fourche, Butte County, South Dakota. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the Final Plat of Lot 1 of Tract A of Reid Subdivision 
which is located in Section 20, T9N, R4E, B.H.M., Butte County, South Dakota. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Harms to approve the Final Plat of Lot 1 of Eszlinger Subdivision and a 66 
foot private access easement located in the NW ¼ SE ¼ SE ¼ of Section 8, T8N, R2E, B.H.M.,  
Butte County, South Dakota.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 



Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to approve an Application To Construct An Approach To A 
County Road for Robert Shear on Sourdough Road. The approach is for access to his property.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Bachman Construction to bore a water line on Valley Township Road.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to address the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Jason Hanson from Brosz Engineering, Inc. came before the Commissioners to distribute the  
2014 Butte County Maintenance Bridge Inspection Report.  A special meeting will be held to assist 
with the identification and significance of the damaged bridges in Butte County.  
 
The Bid Proposal for crushing rock down to 1” at the Helmer Pit will be put on hold until the test spots 
are completed and analyzed.  
 
Road Issues and Concerns were discussed.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to go into an Executive Session at 11:10 a.m. regarding personnel 
matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 11:40 a.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:30 p.m.  
 
Deputy Sheriff Gary Brunner came before the Commissioners to distribute the Activity Report for  
November 2014. 
 
Coroner Gary Brunner informed the Commissioners that Deputy Sheriff Clements has been 
appointed as a Deputy Coroner for Butte County.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to accept the November Activity Report as presented by Deputy 
Brunner. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to her department.  
 
The Lease Agreement for the Extension office was distributed to the Commissioners for their review.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 2:15 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $4115.78, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5105.34, BUILDINGS $1752.45, COMMISSIONERS 
$4178.48, DISPATCH $13,552.26, ELECTION $1522.74, JUDICIAL $359.52, EM/911 $1428.09, EXTENSION $1131.20, 
HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,903.85, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1131.20, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
$2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $11,292.30, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $7870.02, TREASURER’S OFFICE $6205.73, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.80  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5711.44 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4422.34 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $29,008.84 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

SHERIFF/ HIGH CONSTABLE OF VIRGINIA $80.00, CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT $36.00, DEN HERDER & 
HOSMER LAW OFFICE $164.78, RENEE BACHMAN $50.00,  DWARE INC $1,800.00, TYLER TECHNOLOGIES INC 
$6,983.97, SD DEPT OF TRANS $3,460.25, WILDE & HUNT $1,250.00, DSS DRUG SCREENING SERVICES $195.00, 
JOHN DILL $5,284.39, TRI STATE CHIROPRACTIC PC $170.00, AUDRA MALCOMB CONSULTING $382.63, 
RADIOLOGY ASSOCIATES PROF LLC $35.00, OSWALD LAW PC $2,852.00, DUANE WALLERY $38.50, LARHONDA 
SCHILD $20.00, KATHY DEML $70.32, FIRST WESTERN INSURANCE BELLE $474.49, JEAN M CARLSON $415.15, 
JACK BROOKER $152.70, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $26.00, CITY OF RAPID CITY FINANCE OFFICE $210.00, 
STACI L REINDL $9,416.00, PENNINGTON CO AUDITOR $44.00, CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & DRUG $140.00 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

RAPID CITY JOURNAL $208.55, RAPID CITY JOURNAL $264.41 
 
RENTALS  

A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $425.62, ROSS EQUIPMENT RENTALS,LLC $115.00, 
DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $1,283.34 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION DIVISION $331.88, JOHNSON ELECTRIC $124.95, 
BUTLER MACHINERY $72.36, WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS INC $5,807.00, HILLS INTERIORS INC $4,142.68, G & R 
CONTROLS $2,019.00, BO'S LAWN SYSTEMS $50.00, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $156.69, JOHN DEERE 
FINANCIAL $74.04 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

HILLS INTERIORS INC $180.92, DAKOTA LUMBER $109.15, SAND CREEK PRINTING $840.78, BIG SKY 
COMMUNICATIONS INC $76.00, SD POLICE CHIEF'S ASSOCIATION $228.72, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED 
$239.70, WEST GROUP $130.90, REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY $143.75, LEXISNEXIS $169.17, CBH 
COOPERATIVE $2,701.30, SDSU PRINT LAB $222.71, CBH FEED & AG SERVICES $1,022.26, 
MOTOROLA $28,955.15 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

RAMADA MITCHELL $228.00 
 
UTILITIES  

AT&T MOBILITY $870.25, W.O.W. BUSINESS $705.24, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $155.47, BLACK HILLS POWER 
$124.54, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $61.00, AT&T $40.65, VERIZON WIRELESS $179.75, CENTURYLINK $5.35 
 
OTHER 

SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $342.00 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



____________________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 

 


