
 02/18/14 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:05 P.M. 
February 18, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Ager, Geis, Fernen and Kling.  
Chairman Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve the meeting agenda.   
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment but hold check number 87444 
payable to Fisher Sand & Gravel.  The amount is incorrect.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to accept the Register of Deeds report from January 2014.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for January 31, 2014.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 
 

 BUTTE COUNTY 
January 31, 2014 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                   1,780,919.65 
Wells Fargo Savings                          156,639.19 
Butte County Economic Development     56,748.94                 
Pioneer Bank & Trust    386,184.24            
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                           5.68 
Sheriff Credit Card Account        1,500.00 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               2,381,997.70 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 433,738.81 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $ 433,738.81 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 235,284.60 
SSFCU    254,577.15 
PB&T                        1,343,217.20 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   1,833,078.95 
 
Cash on Hand     $     1,550.00 
 
   
 
 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   4,650,365.46 
 
Insufficient Fund Checks In-process   $                          1,276.37 
 
Total General Ledger Balance   $                   4,651,641.83 
 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            2/18/2014 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  2/18/2014 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
 
                          
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve a travel request for Highway Superintendent Don Adams 
to attend a Highway Short Course in Oacoma, SD on March 18 – 20, 2014.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
In the absence of Sheriff Lamphere, Deputy Brunner came before the Commissioners to distribute the 
Activity Report for January 2014. Deputy Brunner also informed the Commissioners that both of the 
new vehicles have arrived and that the radios and cages are currently being installed. 
 
The Law Enforcement Agreement with the Town of Fruitdale was accepted as presented. 
 
Treasurer Lensegrav introduced Kody Wilbur as a new Clerk in the Treasurer’s office.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to approve the following abatements as presented by Treasurer 
Lensegrav and Clerk Kelly Keegan. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 

PARCEL NUMBER AMOUNT REASON 

09.6.17.34 $612.22 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

08.3.12.WT $332.28 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

82.08.2.12 $472.82 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

09.6.21.4 $704.90 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

61.08.6.29.20 $227.16 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

16.01.070.01 $399.08 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

40.08.2.06B $199.34 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve the following abatements as presented by  
Treasurer Lensegrav and Clerk Kelly Keegan. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 

PARCEL NUMBER AMOUNT REASON 

09.6.19.24 $1,112.78 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

97.08.2.02 $1,404.96 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to approve the following abatements as presented by  
Treasurer Lensegrav and Clerk Kelly Keegan. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 

PARCEL NUMBER AMOUNT REASON 

84.08.2.10M $339.08 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

17.00.07017M $1,277.80 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

81.08.2.35M $554.88 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.TP.108M $154.28 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.TP.608M $428.06 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

08.2.RS.21M $183.18 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

81.08.2.26M $146.30 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.SS.076M $548.26 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.SL.010M $531.18 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.HV.054M $95.78 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

08.5.13.11M $287.86 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.SS.062M $443.70 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

08.2.RS.06M $51.64 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

08.2.WW.07HM $372.50 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

16.PV.04M $87.62 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.100.DW.01M $1,211.72 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

09.3.01.1M $363.60 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.SS.017M $117.68 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 



08.6.04.32M $9.16 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.HV.118M $474.24 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

08.2.RS.23M $83.60 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.HV.135M $489.50 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

15.SS.074M $105.26 ADVANCE MOBILE HOME TAX 

 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to approve the following abatements as presented by  
Treasurer Lensegrav and Clerk Kelly Keegan. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 

PARCEL AMOUNT REASON 

48.07.2.04.A1 $39.96 ERROR IN ASSESSED VALUE 

 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 2:15 p.m. with State’s Attorney 
Heather Plunkett regarding legal and contractual matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 3:15 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to forgive a Jail Lien for Yvonne Stetter – Hanic for the amount of 
$50.00. This is per the recommendation of State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett.  Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Geis to forgive a Jail Lien for Sidney Strong for the amount of $4,771.82 
and a Court Appointed Attorney Lien for the amount of $1,851.18. The Liens are being forgiven 
because Sidney Strong was deceased on 04-24-2011.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
  
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to forgive a Jail Lien for Leslie Eli Seminole for the amount of $150.00 
and a Court Appointed Attorney Lien for the amount of $1,213.75.  This is per the recommendation of 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Ager to approve State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett to hire an Administrative 
Assistant for 20 hours per week for four months. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
In the absence of Highway Superintendent Don Adams, Highway Foreman Darrin Alexander came 
before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to the Highway Department.  
 
The main topic of discussion was the selling of the six Caterpillar Motor Graders. Those present for the 
discussion were Mr. Scott Gullickson from Butler Machinery Company, Walter Omdahl and David Kohn 
from Big Iron and Scott Clyde from Action Heavy Equipment. No action was taken.  
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Mr. Trohkimoinen informed the Commissioners that there is still some 2012 Homeland Security 
Reallocation grant money available. He will research the amount available and the specifications of the 
grant and will bring the information back at another time. The discussion of having a Mutual Aid 
Agreement prepared was also discussed.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve CHANGE ORDER #16 from Mapping and Planning 
Specialists, Inc. and authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the order. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to authorize a payment of $4,000.00 to Prairie Hills Transit. The 
payment is only allowable upon verification by Auditor Jensen to ensure that all matching funds have 
been received by Prairie Hills Transit. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  



 
Commissioner Ager will inquire about the possibility of a Butte County Commissioner being a voting 
member on the Board for Prairie Hills Transit in the near future. 
 
Commissioner Fernen recused herself from the TIF #3 (2-year) extension due to a conflict of interest.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Geis to oppose the request of a (2–year) extension of TIF #3. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Commissioner Fernen rejoined the meeting.  
 
Director of Equalization Polly Odle came before the Commissioners to discuss her concerns of HB 
1097. Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to oppose HB 1097 and authorize Auditor Jensen to send a 
letter to Butte County’s Legislators voicing Butte County’s opposition. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to authorize Director of Equalization Polly Odle to purchase 
partitions for her office at a maximum cost of $500.00.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Kling to adjourn the meeting at 5:05 p.m. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $4060.37, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5139.13, BUILDINGS $2295.63,   
COMMISSIONERS $3938.48, DISPATCH $12,293.19, ELECTION $565.60, JUDICIAL $359.52, EXTENSION $1131.20, 
HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,779.57, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1131.20, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
$2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $11,001.82, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $6808.43, TREASURER’S OFFICE $5230.04, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.80  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5259.93 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4195.58 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $35,788.83 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

BELLE FOURCHE CHAMBER OF COMM $60.00, WESTERN S.D. JUVENILE SERVICES $4,494.45, HAVEMEIER, LESLIE 
$14.80, CHRISTINA LIGGETT $10.74, ROYAL LAWN CARE $175.00, SPEARFISH REGIONAL HOSPITAL $1,148.00, 
LACEY JOENS $150.00, BARNAUD LAW FIRM $5,070.60, RYLEE ANDERSON $50.74, LISA BARTLETT $28.50, 
DONALD BERTALOT $52.96, MARCIA BRENNAN $24.80, ROBERT BUSH $17.40, SHASTA CLARK $53.70, JANE 
GARNESS $10.00, RICHARD GERHARDT $50.74, DOUGLAS HURM $61.10, TRAVIS ISMAY $30.72, SHANNON MILLER 
$32.20,DELANA MOSER $11.48, CORY MUHM $11.48, GLORIA NEWLANDER $12.96, KATHLEEN NORDSTROM $50.74, 
TYLER PETIT $12.22, SUSAN PICKETT $29.98, ANGELA RABER $51.48, CATRINA RODGERS $50.74, JOSIE 
RODRIGUEZ $10.00,CANDACE STROMER $52.22, KRISTA WEISHAAR $12.96, ROWDY WOLF $50.00, 
WAYNE WOOD $10.74, JENNY GROSECLOSE $20.00, COLLINS CLEANING SYSTEMS LLC $155.00, DOUBLE STAR 
COMPUTING $1,562.31, SHOPKO PHARMACY – STURGIS $1,169.36, PENNINGTON COUNTY STATES ATTY $215.00, 
MUTCHLER, TRICIA L $27.20, TODD LARSEN $21.84, SDACES $40.00, THOMAS MCCOY $12.22, SHEAR, JERAL 
$53.70, BROOKER, JACK $114.45, CERMAK, LISA $200.00, BONNIE GOODROAD $61.84, DORA ESTRADA $10.74 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

RAPID CITY JOURNAL $1,247.68 
 
RENTALS  

CULLIGAN $48.00, BLACK HILLS PURE INC $66.13, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS  INC $662.26 
 
 
 
 



REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  

BUTLER MACHINERY $3,251.24, HOSETH AUTO INC $437.38, HERSRUDS OF B.F. $238.67, SCOTT PETERSON 
MOTORS $355.87, FRONTIER GLASS OF BELLE $235.89, WEST TIRE & ALIGNMENT $34.00, A & B BUSINESS 
EQUIPMENT $39.92, NEWELL SERVICE CENTER $30.34, BUNNEY'S BODY & COLLISION REPAIRS $150.00, 
CHAIN SAW CENTER $402.71, 3J OIL MEDICS, LLC $30.90, KONE INC $380.19, G & R CONTROLS $1,471.52 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $7.09, STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $42.69, NEWELL RANCH SUPPLY INC $168.16, SERVALL 
UNIFORM/LINEN $675.32, SAND CREEK PRINTING  $979.83, STEREOS N STUFF $707.88, BLACK HILLS PIONEER 
$115.09, SD POLICE CHIEF'S ASSOCIATION $315.00, TRUENORTH STEEL $13,344.00, SHOPKO STORES OPERATING 
CO $194.35, RUNNINGS CORPORATE OFFICE $91.23, LEXISNEXIS $189.00, WEST PAYMENT CENTER $125.17, CBH 
COOPERATIVE $1,957.89, REDWOOD BIOTECH INC $143.75, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE $33.80, 
FISHER SAND AND GRAVEL CO $34,190.00, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $91.21, 
MG OIL COMPANY $5,826.68  
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

SD ASSN CO HWY SUPTS $305.00, CEDAR SHORE RESORT $163.90, BURTZLAFF, ELIZABETH $190.20 
 
UTILITIES  

CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $38.12, BLACK HILLS POWER $3,167.90, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL CO $1,610.13, MCGAS 
PROPANE $1,160.91, BUTTE ELECTRIC COOP $633.92, SD DEPT OF TRANS $2,557.75, WEST RIVER COOP 
TELEPHONE CO $110.74, TOWN OF NISLAND $65.10, NORTHERN HILLS RECYCLING CENTER $51.00, 
GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS $23.45, CENTURYLINK $1,626.76 
 
OTHER 

VALE FIRE DEPARTMENT $5,000.00, BELLE FOURCHE DEVELOPMENT CORP $10,000.00, NORTHERN HILLS AREA 
CASA PROGRAM $1,752.13, EXECUTIVE MGMT FINANCE OFFICE $6.00 
 
 
 

  
 
  

 APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  

 
 


