
 02/04/14 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:45 A.M. 
February 4, 2014.  Commissioners present were Ager, Geis and Fernen. 
Chairman Steve Smeenk was present via phone. Commissioner Kling was absent.  
 
Vice - Chairman James Ager called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the amended meeting agenda which included moving 
the discussion pertaining to the Use of the Butte County Fairgrounds under the time of the State’s 
Attorney. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the minutes from the Regular Scheduled meeting 
which was held on January 21, 2014 and the Special Meeting which was held on January 24, 2014. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to approve the bills for payment but hold check number 87234 
which is payable to Johnson Electric for the amount of $2,374.05. The Commissioners would like 
additional information from Sheriff Lamphere. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the VSO report for January 2014 as submitted from 
VSO Bob Wagner. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Smeenk Second by Fernen to approve the following travel requests:  Appraiser Megin 
Lang to attend a USPAP meeting in Chamberlain, SD on January 20 – 22, 2014; Butte County 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett and Butte County Deputy State’s Attorney Cassie Wendt to attend 
a training in New Orleans, LA; Highway Superintendent / Weed & Pest Supervisor Don Adams, 
Weed & Pest Technician Bill Erk and Weed & Pest Board Member Tom Mackey to attend a Weed 
Conference in Aberdeen, SD on February 18 – 21, 2014; Sheriff Lamphere to attend a Western 
States Sheriff’s Conference in Las Vegas, NV February 15 – 21, 2014 and Auditor Elaine Jensen, 
Treasurer Debbie Lensegrav, Register of Deeds Paula Walker, Commissioner Debbie Fernen and 
Treasurer Clerk Kelly Keegan to attend the Spring Workshop in Pierre, SD on May 6 – 9, 2014.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Smeenk to approve an abatement on Parcel # 11.1.17 for the  
amount of $541.72.  The mobile home was placed on the parcel in error by DOE. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to approve an abatement on Parcel # 0567033562 for the amount 
of $160.50.  The value of the mobile home was incorrect due to an error by DOE. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Commissioner Kling arrived at 10:15 a.m. 
 
Chairman Smeenk ended the phone call at 10:16 a.m. 
 
Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program Advisor Betsy Burtzlaff presented the report for  
January 2014.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to authorize Vice-Chairman James Ager to sign the  
2014 Butte-Lawrence County Fair Agreement. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried.  
 



Butte County Planning Director Polly Odle came before the Commissioners to discuss a newly 
formatted Building Permit Application with a fee structure. This application will be presented to the 
Butte County Planning Board on February 25, 2014. 
 
Butte County Weed & Pest Technician Bill Erk presented the Commissioners with a presentation on 
Hoary Cress. Mr. Erk will be giving this presentation at the Weed Conference in February.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to address the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to set the date of March 4, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. as the time to open 
bids for supplies and materials for the Butte County Highway Department for 2014. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Kling to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the Bridge Reinspection 
Program Resolution For Use With SDDOT Retainer Contracts and accept Highway Superintendent’s 
recommendation to hire Brosz Engineering, Inc. to do the inspections. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
A discussion was held regarding the STP Highway Funding for Fiscal Year 2014 but no action was 
taken.  
 
Road Issues and Concerns were discussed.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:40 p.m.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for January 2014. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to sign the Interagency Radio Frequency Use Agreement Between 
Butte County Dispatch and Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 2:10 p.m. regarding personnel 
and legal matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 4:03 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to authorize Butte County State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett to 
prepare a letter to send to Mr. Larry Helmer stating that Butte County claims no ownership interest in 
the following property:  North Half (N1/2)of the bridge crossing the Redwater River on the boundary 
line of Butte and Lawrence Counties, South Dakota, and located on the existing Butte County road 
running along the western edge of lot 1-A revised where it intersects the Redwater River shown on 
the plot of the Northwest Quarter (NW1/4) and Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section 10, Township 7 
North, Range 2 East of the Black Hills Meridian. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Geis to allocate 50 hours of sick leave to Butte County Employee Sunny 
Sundstrom. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Mr. Scott Gullickson from Butler Machinery Company came before the Commissioners with Highway 
Superintendent Don Adams to discuss the 6 Graders that will be surplussed and sold. Different 
options were discussed as to the best way to sell the Graders. 



The Commissioners discussed with Highway Superintendent Don Adams the deadline for the 
completion of the FEMA projects.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to accept the (1st quarter) SLA Quarterly Activity Report.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to accept the 2013 State Homeland Security Grant.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to approve check number 87234 payable to Johnson Electric for 
the amount of $2,374.05. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 4:43 p.m. regarding legal 
matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 5:31 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Geis to adjourn the meeting at 5:31 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $4010.88, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5296.09, BUILDINGS $2369.30,   
COMMISSIONERS $3788.48, DISPATCH $11,642.12, ELECTION $374.71, JUDICIAL $359.52, EMER MGMT $1428.09, 
EXTENSION $1131.20, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,808.83, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1131.20, REGISTER 
OF DEEDS OFFICE $2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $11,273.35, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $6808.43, 
TREASURER’S OFFICE $5917.56, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.80  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5382.85 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4314.39 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $35,791.83 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

BH COUNCIL LOCAL GOV $2,345.00, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $2,733.75, REGIONAL HEALTH 
PHYSICIANS $88.00, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR  $21,175.00, SEMERAD, SANDRA C $105.80, DILL LAW OFFICE, PC 
$3,500.00, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $1,936.80, AUDRA MALCOMB CONSULTING $644.70, STURGIS 
REGIONAL HOSPITAL $58.83, LACEY JOENS $50.00, MONTE AMENDE $50.74, ELIZABETH BAUMILLER $37.00, 
SHARI BEIGL $51.48, SUSAN CHESHIER $50.00, KATHLEEN EASTMAN $55.92, MATTHEW MAUER $50.74,  
KATHERINE POGANY $52.96, AMBER QUENZER $50.74, JOAQUIN RAMIREZ $50.74, DENISE BENNETT $52.96, 
NATIONAL SEMINARS TRAINING $199.00, INTEGRITY DOCUMENT SOLUTIONS $4.85, J & J OPTICAL $125.00, CITY 
OF RAPID CITY FINANCE OFFICE $315.00, REINDL, STACI L $7,421.26, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $1,069.00, 
PENNINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF $574.50, APCO INTERNATIONAL INC $92.00, SD DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
$300.00, MUTCHLER, TRICIA L $374.60, EXECUTIVE MGMT FINANCE OFFICE $19.00, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S 
OFFICE $11.80, NCRAAO 2014 REGISTRATION $560.00, STURGIS REGIONAL HOSPITAL $800.29, SDPA $55.00, 
NORTHERN HILLS EYE CARE $109.00, CARLSON, JEAN M $220.00, BROOKER, JACK $287.95, HYMANS, RENA M 
$1,045.92, MANLOVE PSYCHIATRIC GROUP $700.00, SDSU EXTENSION $5,600.00, BLACK HILLS FAMILY 
PRACTICE $412.00 
 
RENTALS  

CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $161.30, A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $315.75, 
DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $700.00 
 
 
 



REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  

WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS INC $374.00, BUNNEY'S BODY & COLLISION REPAIRS $150.00, HERSRUDS OF B.F. 
$55.81, SCOTT PETERSON MOTORS $234.43 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

SD DEPT OF TRANS $4,699.26, BUTLER MACHINERY $401.94, DAKOTA LUMBER $718.54, SAND CREEK PRINTING 
$564.35, BLACK HILLS PIONEER $103.77, BIG SKY COMMUNICATIONS INC $1,092.00, BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF 
$273.16, FAST BREAK SCREEN PRINTING $14.00 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

SUPER 8 ABERDEEN NORTH $419.88 
 
UTILITIES  

CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $151.19, BLACK HILLS POWER $190.62, AT&T MOBILITY $863.99, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION 
LIMITED $239.70, W.O.W. BUSINESS $756.17, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $57.00, AT&T $49.45 
 
OTHER 

SD ASS'N OF CO COMM-CLERP $1,875.33, SD ASS'N OF CO COMM-CAT$2,191.00, SD PUBLIC ASSURANCE 
ALLIANCE $4,328.00, FISHER SAND AND GRAVEL CO $30,771.00  
 

 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
   
 
  
   
 


