
 
 
 01/21/14 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:15 P.M. 
January 21, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Ager, Geis, Fernen and Kling.  
Chairman Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the meeting agenda.   
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for December 31, 2013.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 
 

 BUTTE COUNTY 
December 31, 2013 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                   1,944,719.19 
Wells Fargo Savings                          156,625.88 
Butte County Economic Development    56,747.49                 
Pioneer Bank & Trust    386,169.43            
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                           5.68 
Sheriff Credit Card Account        1,500.00 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               2,545,767.67 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 433,662.77 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $ 433,662.77 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 235,284.60 
SSFCU    254,577.15 
PB&T                        1,343,019.50 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   1,832,881.25 
 
Cash on Hand     $     1,550.00 
 
   
 
 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   4,813,861.69 
 
Insufficient Fund Checks In-process   $                          1,224.37 
 
Total General Ledger Balance   $                   4,815,086.06 
 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            1/15/2014 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  1/15/2014 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
 
                          
 
 
 
 



Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to accept the County Lien report for December 31, 2013.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

      
  EXPENSES        EXPENSES    RECOVERED     RECOVERED 
  DEC 2013      YTD    DEC 2013            YTD 

 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $  21,842.49 $  187,578.37 $   1,145.22 $   61,693.45 
 
JAIL $  33,555.96 $  268,153.26        $    3,075.00 $   21,172.66  
 
POOR LIEN $       154.14 $      7,162.56 $        20.00 $         111.00 
 
REGIONAL JUVENILLE $    8,040.00 $    71,179.50 $        10.00 $          45.00  
DETENTION 
 

  
The following liens for December have been applied: 
 

COMMISSIONER REPORT 

Liens for December 2013 
Abuse & Neglect $    1,566.96 A&N 

Abdallah, Nathan $    1,650.00 JAIL 

Bartlett, Jayde $       165.00 JAIL 

Collins, James, Jr $    1,408.80 CAA 

Dubois, Lacy $       110.00 JAIL 

Juvenile $    1,440.06 JUV 

Gabbard, Christopher $       344.26 CAA 

Ginsbach, Cali $         55.00 JAIL 

Halverson, Scot $         55.00 JAIL 

Hanic, Daniel $       165.00 JAIL 

Harwood, Monty $    3,355.00 JAIL 

Heath, Monica $       275.00 JAIL 

Heath, Monica $       403.66 CAA 

Helmbolt, Lony $    3,408.96 JAIL 

Hiland, Jessica $       911.98 JAIL 

Hiland, Wendell $    1,614.99 JAIL 

Hiland, Wendell $    2,945.09 CAA 

Hills, Earl $    1,100.00 CAA 

Kebler, Alan $       110.00 JAIL 

Koenig, Mark $         55.00 JAIL 

LaClaire, Randee $       220.00 JAIL 

LaDeaux, Clement $       770.00 JAIL 

Leach, Mike $       330.00 JAIL 

McCue, Stuart $    1,100.00 JAIL 

McCue, Stuart $    1,302.82 CAA 

Martin, Dustin $       550.00 JAIL 

Martinez, Raymond $       418.56 CAA 

Maya, Alicia $       550.00 JAIL 

Millager, Clint $       220.00 JAIL 

Mitchell, Larry $       495.00 JAIL 



Mitchell, Timothy $       275.00 JAIL 

Phillips, Gary $    2,310.00 JAIL 

Richards, Randi $       385.00 JAIL 

Ringwood, Kyle $       110.00 JAIL 

Schumacher, Joshua $         55.00 JAIL 

Stearns, Jeanetter $         55.00 JAIL 

TOTAL $  30,286.14  

   

    
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to authorize payment of the payables per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Kling to accept the Register of Deeds report for December 2013.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to approve a travel request for Payroll Clerk Lindsey Harris to attend 
a Payroll Law Training Seminar in Rapid City, SD on March 28, 2014.  Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Kling to approve an abatement on parcel number 61.08.6.21.09 for the 
amount of $133.44. The property is exempt from tax. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve an abatement on parcel number 15.80.01.02 for the 
amount of $827.18. The Owner-Occupied status was not applied due to an error.  Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Deputy Sheriff Charles Hunter came before the Commissioners to introduce himself. Deputy Hunter 
started employment with Butte County on January 20, 2014.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the minutes from January 9, 2014. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to allocate $5,000.00 to Vale Search & Rescue. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to address the items 
on the agenda pertaining to her department.  
 
The Man Camp Ordinance and the Nuisance Ordinance were both discussed. State’s Attorney  
Heather Plunkett’s recommendation was to get assistance from Black Hills Council of Local 
Governments to help with the writing of both Ordinances.  
 
Mr. Larry Helmer came before the Commissioners to discuss an abandoned bridge that he purchased 
from Butte County in July 1977. The bridge is located on the Butte-Lawrence County line east of 
Highway 85. Mr. Helmer has had some inquiry from another party that is possibly interested in buying 
the bridge. Mr. Helmer would like for the Butte County State’s Attorney to review the paperwork from 
when he purchased the bridge to make sure that all documents were done correctly.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to approve a travel request for Deputy State’s Attorney Cassie 
Wendt, Certified Paralegal Clara Kiley and Paralegal Melodie Lewis to attend training in Pierre, SD on 
January 27, 2014. The training was to learn how to file documents electronically.  Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 



Motion by Ager Second by Geis to go into an Executive Session at 2:25 p.m. regarding a contractual 
matter. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. Butte County State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett and Director 
of Equalization Polly Odle were both present.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to come out of Executive Session at 3:10 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to deny an abatement request on parcel number 88.08.2.09.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Jason Hanson from Brosz Engineering, Inc. came to discuss with the Commissioners about combining 
two STIP projects into one project.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to combine 2017 STIP Project Number BRF 6410 and 2018 STIP 
BRF 6410 into one project.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The Butte County Commissioners apologized to Vale Volunteer Fire Department for not acknowledging 
them as a Search & Rescue team and for not making the $5,000.00 year-end allocation. That mistake 
has been corrected and the $5,000.00 allocation will be made in the very near future. Mr. Joel Brunner 
came to represent the Vale Volunteer Fire Department & Search & Rescue.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Ager to approve An Agreement To Provide For The Striping and Continuing 
Maintenance Of County Roads Within Butte County.  This agreement is between the State of South 
Dakota Department of Transportation and Butte County. The County’s Share of the Project is 
$11,415.11.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Road Issues and Concerns were discussed.  
 
Scott Gullickson from Butler Machinery Company was present to discuss the six 140M2AWD 
Caterpillar Motor Graders that have been delivered to Butte County. Payment is due upon delivery.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the six Lease-Purchase 
Agreements with Caterpillar Financial Services Corporation for the Motor Graders. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 4:20 p.m. to discuss the Emergency 
Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Position. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to come out of Executive Session at 5:33 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners will be setting up interviews for the Emergency Manager/E911 
Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator position on Friday, January 24, 2014 beginning at 2:00 p.m.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 5:45 p.m. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.   
 
 
  



SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $4003.81, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5066.45, BUILDINGS $1683.33,   
COMMISSIONERS $3788.48, DISPATCH $11,702.02, ELECTION $565.60, JUDICIAL $359.52, EXTENSION $1131.20, 
HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,503.58, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1131.20, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
$2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $9906.59, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $6819.69, TREASURER’S OFFICE $5078.04, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.80  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5045.79 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $3993.80 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $27,459.18 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

BACHMAN, RENEE $150.00, WILDE & HUNT $840.25, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $19,250.00, WEST RIVER 
ANESTHESIOLOGY CONS $125.08, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $620.96, AUDRA MALCOMB CONSULTING 
$227.66, BELLE FOURCHE DEVELOPMENT CORP $100.00, BARNAUD LAW FIRM $4,929.19, AMS-ALCOHOL 
MONITORY SYTEMS $168.48, ALEXANDER KILEY $30.00, TINA AGER $12.22, MONTE AMENDE $50.74, ELIZABETH 
BAUMILLER $50.00, SHARI BEIGL $51.48, DENISE BENNETT $52.96, SUSAN CHESHIER $50.00, KATHLEEN EASTMAN 
$55.92, JOSEPH HEIMER $32.20, MATTHEW MAUER $50.74, TRACI OLIVER $10.74, KATHERINE POGANY $52.96, 
AMBER QUENZER $50.74, JOAQUIN RAMIREZ $50.74, CHRISTINA SWAN $12.22, JACQUELINE K PERLI REPORTING 
$132.50, NICHOLSON, TSCHETTER, ADAMS $147.71, FISH, VERONICA $119.00, CITY OF RAPID CITY FINANCE 
OFFICE $280.00, CLINICAL LABORATORY OF THE BLACK HILLS $368.00, JACKSON DENTAL CLINIC DDS PC $190.00, 
BROOKER, JACK $277.05, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $42.00 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

RAPID CITY JOURNAL $45.68 
 
RENTALS  

CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $520.12 
  
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  

ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE INC $3,264.00, A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $248.84, G & R CONTROLS 
$1,971.94, A & J SUPPLY $51.60 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

FASTENAL COMPANY $274.86, LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $496.26, STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $148.28, NEWELL 
RANCH SUPPLY INC $204.29, RAPID DELIVERY $39.60, WEST TIRE & ALIGNMENT $964.88, SAND CREEK PRINTING 
$234.82, RESERVE ACCOUNT $3,000.00, RUNNINGS CORPORATE OFFICE $87.92, CARROT-TOP INDUSTRIES $58.45, 
LEXISNEXIS $189.00, WEST PAYMENT CENTER $119.06, SHOPKO PHARMACY–STURGIS $278.90, GRIMM'S PUMP & 
INDUSTRIAL SUPP $60.50, MG OIL COMPANY $13,327.58 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

PENNINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF $1,237.20, WEED AND PEST CONFERENCE $255.00 
 
UTILITIES  

CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $428.22, BLACK HILLS POWER $3,516.51, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL CO $2,560.48, MCGAS 
PROPANE $821.12, TOWN OF NISLAND $65.10, NORTHERN HILLS RECYCLING CENTER $51.00 
 
OTHER 

KUSTOM SIGNALS INC $1,639.00, LARRY'S PLUMBING & HEATING $642.60, 
MARK KOENIG $27.00, SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $328.00, SD ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE $710.00 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

  



 
  

 APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  

 
 


