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THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:35 A.M. 
June 5, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Ager and Fernen. 
Commissioner Kling and Commissioner Geis were absent.  
 
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to approve the meeting agenda.  Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to accept the VSO report for May as presented by VSO  
Bob Wagner. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve a travel request for Emergency Manager/E911 
Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to attend a SD EMA Conference in 
Watertown, SD on September 7 – 12, 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to amend the meeting agenda regarding the closing of the 
Auditor’s office on Friday, June 6, 2014 due to construction in the office. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to accept Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program Advisor 
(Betsy Burtzlaff’s) Activity Report for May 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Auditor Jensen presented the Commissioners with the official canvass of the Primary Election which 
was held on Tuesday, June 3, 2014. Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to accept the official canvass 
for the June 3rd Primary Election. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Commissioner Kling arrived at 11:06 a.m.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams distributed the (STIP) Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Projects for Butte County to the Commissioners for their review.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to appoint Brosz Engineering, Inc. as the Engineering Firm for the 
FY 2016 Valley Township Road, Business 212, Ziebach Street and Fruitdale Road Chip Seal Project 
P 6109(04). Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to appoint Brosz Engineering, Inc. as the Engineering Firm for the 
FY 2018 Structures 16.3E & 2N of Newell (SN 10-473-320) and 22.8 & 2N of Newell  
(SN 10-538-320) over a Creek Project BRF 6410(08). Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Melanie Williamson came before the Commissioners to discuss the need for the bridge repair or 
bridge replacement on Winkler Road. The Commissioners informed Ms. Williamson that  
Brosz Engineering, Inc. is currently running hydrology studies to see if a low water crossing is a 
possibility. 
 



Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Travis Hostler to install an irrigation line with a backhoe on Orman Road. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Ager to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way Of 
County Highways for Mecaha Cattle Company to trench a water pipeline for livestock use on the 
Camp Crook Road.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to authorize Highway Superintendent Don Adams to purchase a 
2009 Walk N Roll WR75 from Auction Time. A specified price was set for the purchase. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams presented the Commissioners with pictures of damage done to 
a bridge on the Old Belle Highway. The damage was caused by the crossing of farm machinery. The 
Commissioners directed Adams to discuss repair options with Brosz Engineering, Inc.  The 
Commissioners also reminded Highway Superintendent Don Adams to make sure that 
caution/danger signage is in place while waiting for the repair of the bridge. The bridge matter will be 
discussed at the June 17, 2014 Regular Commissioner’s meeting.   
 
Dakota Claims had submitted a settlement offer for repair to the Horsecreek Bridge on Eichler Road. 
This matter will be revisited at the June 17, 2014 Regular Commissioner’s meeting.  
The offer was not adequate for the damage caused to the bridge.  
 
A mag water request on Snoma Road was discussed. The road will be paved in 2015 to the McCoy 
Intersection therefore no action was taken. The cost of mag water is $1.00 per foot. It is  
Butte County’s policy for the person making the request to pay for the cost of the mag water.  
 
The Commissioners discussed other road issues and concerns.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:08 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:40 p.m. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioner to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to 
his department. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for May 2014.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere introduced Dispatch Supervisor Justin Harn. Mr. Harn will start employment with 
Butte County on June 19, 2014.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 1:50 p.m. regarding a 
personnel matter. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Kling to come out of Executive Session at 2:00 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed a cost proposal from Verizon Networkfleet Pricing for the E-Trackers 
that will be used by the Sheriff and Deputies. Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to proceed with a 
lease plan for 12 months at the cost of $179.75 per month. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
 
 



Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to authorize a special use permit for an exhibition event to be held 
on a section of the Valley Township Road in Vale, SD by the Hamsters USA Motorcycle Club. 
The Hamsters USA Motorcycle Club will use the roadway on Wednesday, August 6, 2014 from  
12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to her department.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 2:20 p.m. with State’s Attorney 
Heather Plunkett to discuss legal and contractual matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to come out of Executive Session at 2:55 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
A Carcass Disposal Permit was requested by Tri County Lockers which is located in Newell, SD.  
The owners, Mark & Toni Jarnecke came before the Commissioners asking for their approval of the 
permit. The Animal Industry Board from the State of South Dakota has approved the initial request as 
all guidelines are being followed. The Commissioners want the adjoining land owners to be notified 
before they will give their approval. The matter will be discussed at the June 17, 2014 Regular 
Commissioner’s Meeting therefore no action was taken. 
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen discussed the 
Full Scale Exercise that was held in May 2014 at the Belle Fourche City Hall. The event went very 
well with only a few minor details that need some attention.  
 
The Board of Butte County Commissioners instructed Emergency Manager/E911 
Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to draft a Floodplain Development Permit 
Application that will coincide with Butte County’s Floodplain Ordinance and also draft a Floodplain 
Development Building Permit. The Commissioners will review the drafts at the June 17, 2014 Regular 
Commissioner’s Meeting.  
 
Butte County Planning Director Polly Odle came before the Commissioners with a Final Plat of 
Tract B which is located in the NE4 of Section 34, T8N, R6E, B.H.M., Butte County, South Dakota.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to approve the Final Plat of Tract B which is located in the NE4 of 
Section 34, T8N, R6E, B.H.M., Butte County, South Dakota. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
The Board of Butte County Commissioners had a phone conference with Scott Clyde from  
Action Heavy Equipment directing him to immediately remove the four Motor Graders that are on 
Auction Time. There have been no bids on the machines. A discussion was held amongst the 
Commissioners regarding the next plan of action in selling the graders.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 4:37 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SALARY 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $3892.69 AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5120.67, BUILDINGS $2627.38,   
COMMISSIONERS $4058.48, DISPATCH $10,240.07, ELECTION $572.67, JUDICIAL $359.52, EM/911 $1428.09, 
EXTENSION $1131.20, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $15,528.14, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1131.20, REGISTER 
OF DEEDS OFFICE $2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $11,701.11, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $7319.77, 
TREASURER’S OFFICE $6187.88, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.80  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5669.35 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4353.61 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $28,974.65 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $1,445.00, TYLER TECHNOLOGIES INC $2,486.14,  
DILL LAW OFFICE, PC $2,346.18, BIEGLER, GREG $37.50, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL  $110.37, AUDRA 
MALCOMB CONSULTING $376.16, LACEY JOENS $100.00, GARY GOULD $300.00, CITY OF RAPID CITY FINANCE 
OFFICE $280.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $478.17, PENN. CO. AUDITOR $202.00, CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & 
DRUG $921.75, PENNINGTON COUNTY STATES ATTORNEY $215.00, HARKINS, CAROLYN M $47.05, MONAHAN, 
WILLIAM $130.00, STURGIS REGIONAL HOSPITAL $236.90, JEAN M CARLSON $360.30, JACK BROOKER                 
$501.55, SCOVEL PSYCHOLOGICAL AND COUNSEL $175.00, WILDE & HUNT  $2,500.00,  
OSWALD LAW PC $2,833.34, STACI L REINDL $9,416.00 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
RAPID CITY JOURNAL $428.40 
 
RENTALS  
A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $478.55, CULLIGAN $54.00, BLACK HILLS SECURITY AND SYSTEM $299.40, DJ 
CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $700.00 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  
HERSRUDS OF B.F. $379.42, WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS INC $638.50,  
ROYAL LAWN CARE $450.00, BUNNEY'S BODY & COLLISION REPAIRS $734.80, 
WILEN MASONRY, INC $23,354.37, JAKE'S FARM SERVICE $267.00,  
CENTURYLINK $34,887.84, G & R CONTROLS $1,005.21, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $238.45 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  
FASTENAL COMPANY $322.98, ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION DIVISION $331.98, 
LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $150.67, BUTLER MACHINERY $137.65, JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL $26.94, SERVALL 
UNIFORM/LINEN $763.14, DAKOTA LUMBER $186.91, FRONTIER GLASS OF BELLE $16.18, ROUNDUP BUILDING 
CENTER $79.58, WELLS PLUMBING $195.20, SD DEPT OF TRANS $5,961.05, SAND CREEK PRINTING $1,293.62, 
KUSTOM SIGNALS INC $20.00, WARNE CHEMICAL $337.24, BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF $160.79, ALL AROUND AUTO 
LLC $245.72, A RIFKIN CO $111.50, REGIONAL HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT $149.30, WEST PAYMENT CENTER 
$130.90, SUBWAY SANDWICHES & SALADS $384.00, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE $10.20, NATIONAL 4-H 
COUNCIL SUPPLY $148.50, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $217.47 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 
PIZZA HUT $26.98, SD DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY $225.00 
 
UTILITIES  
CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $167.02, BLACK HILLS POWER $49.08, MCGAS PROPANE $866.38, AT&T MOBILITY 
$1,125.73, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC $151.50, GOLDEN WEST 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS $23.45, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $61.00, AT&T $41.29, CENTURYLINK $690.22, 
CENTURYLINK $5.39, A TO Z SHREDDING $16.05 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



__________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 


