
 
 
 05/20/14 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:05 P.M. 
May 20, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Ager, Geis, Fernen and Kling.  
 
Chairman Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to approve the meeting agenda.   
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve the minutes from the Regular Scheduled Meeting which 
was held on April 1, 2014 and also the minutes from the Regular Scheduled Meeting which was held on 
April 22, 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with  
Treasurer report for April 30, 2014.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 
 

 BUTTE COUNTY 
April 30, 2014 

 
CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                   5,685,553.96 
Wells Fargo Savings                          156,677.82 
Butte County Economic Development     56,753.13                 
Pioneer Bank & Trust    386,232.39            
Simply Service Federal Credit Union                           5.68 
Sheriff Credit Card Account        1,500.00 
Total Checking/Savings Accounts _____________________   $               6,286,722.98 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
First Interstate Bank Account  $ 433,952.75 
Wells Fargo Investment Account             0.00 
Total Investor Accounts  _____________________  $ 433,952.75 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First Interstate   $ 235,284.60 
SSFCU    254,897.98 
PB&T                          840,555.96 
Total Certificates of Deposit  _____________________ $                   1,330,738.54 
 
Cash on Hand     $     1,550.00 
 
   
 
 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS    $                   8,052,964.27 
 
Insufficient Fund Checks In-process   $                             745.13 
 
Total General Ledger Balance   $                   8,053,709.40 
 
 
/s/:  Elaine Jensen            5/19/2014 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav  5/19/2014 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE DATE 
 
 
                          
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to accept the County Lien report for April 30, 2014.   
Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

      
  EXPENSES        EXPENSES    RECOVERED     RECOVERED 
  APR 2014      YTD    APR 2014            YTD 

 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $  28,447.74 $  84,415.12 $   3,458.08 $   15,812.38 
 
JAIL $  22,703.74 $  89,578.08        $    2,010.00 $     5,595.00  
 
POOR LIEN $       750.00 $    5,063.42 $           0.00 $            0.00 
 
REGIONAL JUVENILLE $         60.00 $    13,995.66 $          20.00 $          20.00  
DETENTION 
 

  
The following liens for April have been applied: 
 

COMMISSIONER REPORT 

Liens for April 2014 
Abuse & Neglect $    5,442.00 A&N 

Anderson, Tyler $       983.80 CAA 

Beaudion, Matthew $       605.00 JAIL 

Brock, Darrin $    1,540.00 JAIL 

Bulat, Christopher $    2,255.00 JAIL 

Clown, Clifford $    3,135.00 JAIL 

Delehoy, Devon $       274.38 CAA 

Dresel, Michael $    1,045.00 JAIL 

Dubois, Lacy $         55.00 JAIL 

Dubray, Duane $         55.00 JAIL 

Farmer, Michael $       396.18 CAA 

Feist, Chad $       652.22 CAA 

Hartwell, Nickolas $       385.00 JAIL 

Harwood, Monty $    1,540.00 JAIL 

Helmbolt, Lony $    1,630.46 JAIL 

Hiland, Wendell $    3,160.64 CAA 

Humphrey, Steven $    2,501.97 JAIL 

Jaeger, Donald $       176.00 CAA 

Jaeger, Donald $    1,925.00 JAIL 

Kebler, Alan $    1,618.00 CAA 

Knight, Jess $         55.00 JAIL 

LaPointe, Lauren $       110.00 JAIL 

Larsen, Charles $       550.00 JAIL 

Mangan, Michael $         55.00 JAIL 

McClinton, Marilyn $         55.00 JAIL 

Mitchell, Timothy $       110.00 JAIL 

Nash, Cody $       421.18 CAA 

O’Grady, Jeffery $         55.00 JAIL 

Oster, Kevin $         55.00 JAIL 

Patterson, Keshiea $    1,077.36 CAA 



Reitz, Bill $         55.00 JAIL 

Rhoads, Arron $    1,540.00 JAIL 

Richter, Carolyn $       165.00 JAIL 

Robb, Renee $       423.08 CAA 

Roberts, Charley $       495.00 JAIL 

Schmaus, Timothy $       110.00 JAIL 

St John, Seth $       110.00 JAIL 

Tippman, Tori $         55.00 JAIL 

Tippman, Tori $       464.10 CAA 

Titus, Tyler $    1,265.00 JAIL 

Watters, Michelle $       889.98 JAIL 

Watts, James $       660.00 JAIL 

Way, Dustin $       550.00 JAIL 

Wetzler, Chantel $    1,595.00 JAIL 

TOTAL $  40,296.35  

   

    
Motion by Ager Second by Kling to authorize payment of the payables per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to accept the Register of Deeds report for March 2014.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to approve the following travel requests:  Appraiser Megin Lang to 
attend a Required Sales Ratio Workshop in Rapid City, SD on May 22, 2014 and for Emergency 
Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to attend a 2014 Homeland 
Security Conference in Rapid City, SD from August 26-28, 2014.Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to approve the following abatements:  Abate the amount of $310.94 for 
tax year 2012 and abate the amount of $332.92 for tax year 2013 for Parcel number 08.2.RS.15M.  
The mobile home was moved to Spearfish SD in 2011 and also abate the amount of $523.62 for tax 
year 2013 for Parcel number 15.TP.301M. The mobile home was moved in April 2012. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to his 
department.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere discussed with the Commissioners that he would like to install E-Trackers 
(GPS & Electronic Trackers) in the Sheriff’s fleet of vehicles. The E-Trackers would suffice as extra 
protection for the safety of his deputies and reserves.  Sheriff Lamphere will bring more cost figures to 
the next meeting.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Kling to into an Executive Session at 1:55 p.m. with State’s Attorney 
Heather Plunkett regarding personnel matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 3:00 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to increase Administrative Assistant Sarah Chamley’s hours to  
29 hours per week at a rate of $12.68 per hour. Ms. Chamley is employed in the State’s Attorney’s 
office. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 



Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams opened and orally read gravel bids that were scheduled to be 
opened at 3:00 p.m. Submitted bids were as follows:  
 

Bid  Contractor Description Quantity Units Unit Price Total 
Bid #1 – Belle 
Fourche Location 

Western 
Construction Inc.  

3/4” Gravel 50,000 Tons $5.22 $261,000.00 

Bid #2 – Newell 
Location 

Western 
Construction Inc.  

3/4” Gravel 50,000 Tons $4.28 $214,000.00 

Bid #1 – Belle 
Fourche Location 

Bob Bak 
Construction 

Gravel 50,000 Tons $4.42 $221,000.00 

Bid #2 – Newell 
Location 

Bob Bak 
Construction 

Gravel  50,000 Tons $4.42  $221,000.00 

       

   
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to accept Bid #2 from Western Construction, Inc. for 50,000 tons at the 
cost of $4.28 per ton at the Newell Location and to accept Bid #1 from Bob Bak Construction for 50,000 
tons at the cost of $4.42 per ton at the Belle Fourche Location. The completion date is August 15, 2014. 
A fine of $500.00 per day will be assessed if crushing is not complete by August 15, 2014.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
 
A discussion was held pertaining to the damage done on the Eichler Bridge by farm machinery.  The 
estimated cost to repair the bridge is $14,623.00.  The Commissioners are asking for 100% of the cost 
to repair the bridge.  
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed the Supply and Purchase 
Agreement for Oil from M.G. Oil Company.  Adams is to bring figures to the Commissioners to justify 
the cost of using synthetic oil. The topic will be addressed at a later date. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve an Application To Construct An Approach To A County 
Road for Rex Wulf on Schmele Road for an entrance access. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to approve an Application To Construct An Approach To A County 
Road for Rex Wulf on Schmele Road for an entrance access. This application is being approved as a 
variance. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to approve an Application To Construct An Approach To A County 
Road for Jim McCoy on Snoma Road for access to a new livestock corral. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Kling to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way Of 
County Highways for Butte Electric Cooperative, Inc. to trench an underground 277/480v power line on 
Lewis Road. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to subcontract with Mid Dakota Vegetation for Weed Spraying on 
BLM. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners discussed road issues and concerns with Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  
 
Marian Atkins came before the Commissioners and presented them with an update on BLM 
administered surface and minerals.  
 
 



Butte /Lawrence County Fairboard President Jack Johnson came before the Commissioners to discuss 
some lighting issues and cleanup at the Butte County Fairgrounds. Commissioner Ager recommended 
that the Highway Department do the digging in the area where there is a valve leaking. This needs to 
be repaired before the Butte/Lawrence County Fair in August. The water leak is in the livestock area.  
 
A discussion was held regarding LED lighting at the Fairgrounds. The lighting could prove to be more 
cost efficient.  More information will be brought forth at a later date.   
 
Chairman Smeenk left the meeting at 4:55 p.m. Vice-Chairman Ager took over the meeting.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to proceed with the construction of an office area for Auditor Jensen. 
The bid that was submitted from Ron Swan Construction for the amount of $2,252.16 was accepted. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Kling to have the next Regular Scheduled Commissioner’s meeting on 
Thursday, June 5, 2014 instead of Tuesday, June 3, 2014 because of the Primary Election. The 
meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Geis to approve a Contract For Representation of Indigent Clients that was 
submitted by Attorney Karen Paige Hunt. The contract shall commence on May 1, 2014 and shall 
continue through May 31, 2015. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 5:22 p.m. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $2748.85, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5165.50, BUILDINGS $2687.31,  COMMISSIONERS 
$3788.48, DISPATCH $9,079.17, ELECTION $565.60, JUDICIAL $359.52, EM/911 1428.09, EXTENSION $1131.20, 
HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,779.58, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1131.20, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
$2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $11,390.06, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $7355.03, TREASURER’S OFFICE $6126.72, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.80  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5200.05 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4203.06 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $28,508.37 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

BELLE FOURCHE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT $190,759.87 
RENEE BACHMAN $50.00, WESTERN S.D. JUVENILE SERVICES $2,838.60,  
BARKER WILSON LAW FIRM LLP $11,017.91, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $21,560.00, DSS DRUG SCREENING 
SERVICES $150.00, BRISCOE, MELISSA $300.00, DILL LAW OFFICE, PC $26,471.22, BIEGLER, GREG $75.00, LACEY 
JOENS $100.00, BARNAUD LAW FIRM $4,669.97, TABATHA DUNGEY $20.00, SUSAN CHESHIER $50.00, KATHLEEN 
EASTMAN $55.92, KATHERINE POGANY $52.96, AMBER QUENZER $50.74, JOAQUIN RAMIREZ $50.74, DENISE 
BENNETT $52.96, TAIT SALZAR $27.40, JENNA LAMB $20.00, MIKE STYLES $20.00, CYNTHIA ROUSH $20.00, 
SUZANNE HERSH $20.00, GREGORY WILSON $20.00, ROD OSWALD   $2,833.34, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $489.00, 
SHOPKO PHARMACY – STURGIS $768.06, CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & DRUG $1,003.00, PENNINGTON COUNTY 
STATES ATTORNEY $215.00, PENNINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF $1,183.20, JACK BROOKER $226.29, LISA CERMAK 
$100.00, HYMANS, RENA M $4,498.93, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $24.00 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

SD INVASIVE SPECIES MNGT ASSOC $150.00, RAPID CITY JOURNAL $199.00, 
RAPID CITY JOURNAL $131.99 
 



RENTALS  

A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $39.92, CULLIGAN $74.00, BLACK HILLS PURE INC $44.29, CENTURY BUSINESS 
PRODUCTS INC $564.68 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  

SCOTT PETERSON MOTORS $69.05, BUTLER MACHINERY $627.63, HERSRUDS OF B.F. $19.01, FRONTIER GLASS 
OF BELLE $353.00, WEST TIRE & ALIGNMENT $1,894.04, ROYAL LAWN CARE $355.00, BICKLE TRUCK & DIESEL 
SERVICE $336.73, 3J OIL MEDICS, LLC $34.99, KONE INC $380.19, GRABER VOICE AND DATA INC $3,198.00 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $130.18, MCLEODS $591.60, STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $533.50, NEWELL RANCH SUPPLY 
INC $80.40, HOSETH AUTO INC $25.24, SERVALL UNIFORM/LINEN $547.36, BELLE FLOWERS $577.00, OFFICE 
EMPORIUM $15.89, ROUNDUP BUILDING CENTER $113.32, SAND CREEK PRINTING $1,398.14, ELECTION SYSTEMS 
& SOFTWARE INC $2,891.00, STEREOS N STUFF $148.94, BIERSCHBACH EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY $1,269.00, 212-79 
SERVICE CENTER $843.80, BIG SKY COMMUNICATIONS INC $18.00, NEWELL SERVICE CENTER $328.61, NEVE'S 
UNIFORMS INC $164.73, SHOPKO STORES OPERATING CO $57.02, BLACK HILLS AUTO CARE $16.37, RUNNINGS 
CORPORATE OFFICE $178.63, CBH COOPERATIVE $3,086.44, BUTTE CO SHERIFF'S OFFICE $175.34, MG OIL 
COMPANY $7,862.14, FINKBEINER FEED & SEED LLC $576.00 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

GOVERNORS INN $79.95, BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA INN $454.95 
 
UTILITIES  

CENTURYLINK $170.56, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $2.00, BLACK HILLS POWER $2,989.88, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL 
CO $1,125.80, BUTTE ELECTRIC COOP $427.56, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO $107.54, W.O.W. BUSINESS 
$695.49, TOWN OF NISLAND $65.10, GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS $23.45, CENTURYLINK $547.31 
 
OTHER 

MONTE OR MICHELLE AMENDE $31.67, FIRST NATIONAL BANK $1,280.36,   
JENNINGS FLODEN $40.60, 820 CORP $39.33, CROW BUTTE LAND CO., LLC $254.06, OLSON, ESTHER $62.66, BLACK 
HILLS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION $199.54, PIONEER BANK & TRUST $77.14, PEDERSEN EXCAVATING INC $6,500.00, 
SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $300.00  
 
 
  

 APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
  

 
 


