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THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:45 A.M. 
May 6, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Ager, Geis and Fernen. 
Commissioner Kling was absent.  
 
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to approve the meeting agenda. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to approve the minutes from the Regular Scheduled 
Commissioner’s meetings which were held on March 4, 2014 and March 18, 2014 and also a  
Special Meeting which was held on March 25, 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to accept the VSO report for April as presented by VSO Bob 
Wagner. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the following travel requests:  Butte-Lawrence County 
4-H Youth Program Advisor Betsy Burtzlaff to attend a State Shooting Sports meet in Pierre, SD on  
April 25 – 27, 2014, Director of Equalization Polly Odle to attend a Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practice Course in Sturgis, SD on May 9, 2014, Appraiser Megin Lang to attend a 
conference in Deadwood, SD on June 10 – 12, 2014 and for Emergency Manager/E911 
Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to attend a G-191 (EOC/ICS Interface) class 
in Sioux Falls, SD on June 17 – 20, 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to deny a request for interest and publication costs on parcel 
number 15.38.03.03 because of late taxes. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to accept the April report as presented by  
Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program Advisor Betsy Burtzlaff. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County Health Nurse Linda Hoxie came before the Commissioners and presented the  
January, February and March 2014 report for Community Health Services and the WIC program.  
 
Butte County Planning Director Polly Odle came before the Commissioners to present them with 
three final plats needing their approval.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to approve the Final Plat of Lots 1 through 4 of Dunn Subdivision 
located in the NW4 and the N2 of Section 33 and S2SW4 of Section 34, T8N, R6E, Black Hills 
Meridian, Butte County, South Dakota. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve the Final Plat of Lot 2A and Lot 2B of Lot 2 of Tract V of 
Salebarn Subdivision in the NW4 of the SE4 of Section 33, T9N, R2E, Black Hills Meridian, Butte 
County, South Dakota.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
  
 
 



Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the Final Plat of Lot 3 of Kindsfater Addition and a 
private access easement across Lot 1 of Kindsfater Addition located in a portion of the SE4SW4 and 
SW4SE4 of Section 32, T9N, R3E, Black Hills Meridian, Butte County, South Dakota. Butte County, 
South Dakota. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to remove the weight limits effective immediately per the 
recommendation from SDDOT.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  

1. Arpan Road – 4 miles 
2. Fruitdale Road – 2 miles 
3. Gray Road – 1.1 miles 
4. Halle Rae Road – ½ mile 
5. Helmer Road from Snoma South to Ziebach – 11/2 miles 
6. Orman Road – 1 mile 
7. Sourdough Road – 1 mile 
8. Valley Township Road – 6 miles 
9. Ziebach Road 

 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams reported that the Horsecreek Bridge on Eichler Road sustained 
some damage. The destruction was caused by a piece of farm machinery while crossing the bridge. 
The incident happened on May 5, 2014. The damage was reported to the Butte County Sheriff.  
A discussion will be held with the Butte County State’s Attorney as to the legalities of the situation as 
to who is responsible for the cost of the bridge repair. 
 
Jason Hanson and Daniel Seiko from Brosz Engineering, Inc. came before the Commissioners to 
discuss the bridge repair or replacement of the bridge on Winkler Road. Brosz Engineering, Inc. will 
do a Hydraulic Study to see if an At Grade Crossing would suffice. This matter will be put back on the 
agenda when the study is complete.  
 
An Application To Construct An Approach To A County Road on Stumpf Road was brought before 
the Commissioners by Kevin & Rhonda Fuhrer. Motion by Geis Second by Ager to approve the 
approach as a variance. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Planning Director Polly Odle came before the Commissioners to discuss an ordinance violation.  
A pole barn is currently being built in the Stonelake Subdivision. No building permit was issued.  
The pole barn is not compliant with the 25 foot setback that is stated in the Subdivision Ordinance.  
The Board of Butte County Commissioners directed the Contractor to stop construction immediately. 
Butte County State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett will take the matter under advisement. 
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch with the public invited at 12:00 p.m.  
 
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting back to order at 1:40 p.m. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for April. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere indicated to the Commissioners that Megan Bennett is no longer employed with the 
24/7 program in Butte County. She has taken full time employment elsewhere. Also, a Dispatch 
Supervisor has been hired and will be starting in June.  
 
 



Belle Fourche City Engineer Ryan Kavan came before the Commissioners to inform them that all 
documents and signatures have been approved and is in place for the Economic Development 
Project Lensegrav Addition to begin. Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to approve the disbursement 
of $190,759.87 payable to Belle Fourche Development Corporation for the project. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 2:06 p.m. with Butte County 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett for legal & contractual matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to come out of Executive Session at 3:00 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to approve the 2015 WIC County Contract for Butte County. The 
contract period is June 1, 2014 through May 31, 2015. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to authorize Auditor Jensen to distribute a partial payment to 
Pedersen Excavating, Inc. for the amount of $6,500.00 for the Emergency Access in Belle View 
Acres. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Kling to authorize Chairman Smeenk to sign the Contract for 
Representation of Indigents between Butte County and Attorney Rod Oswald.  The contract shall 
commence on May 1, 2014 and shall continue through December 31, 2015. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.   
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to Ratify the Terms for the Railroad Authority Board as follows:  
Wade Pehl – Term Expires 2015; Stan Harms – Term Expires 2016 and Kim Kling – Term Expires 
2017. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to Ratify the Change of Registered Agent From  
Day-Morris Law Firm LLP to Bob Morris Law Firm. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Flood Plain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to his department. 
 
A full scale exercise which is mandated by the state will be held on May 22, 2014 at the Belle 
Fourche City Hall from 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. The activity will be a Shooter/Hostage Situation.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 3:40 p.m. regarding personnel 
matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 4:20 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Mark Hespe, Randy Vallery and Kip Marshall whom are members from the Butte County Fire 
Protection came before the Commissioners to discuss the budget for 2015. Their need for extra 
financial support is quite considerable.  There are many controlled burns needed because of the 
extra debris from the October storm. Butte County is also seeing an increase in population, so 
therefore the Butte County Fire Protection is experiencing a higher volume of emergencies to 
respond too. Any additional funding would be qreatly appreciated. 
 
A discussion was held regarding some remodeling in the Auditor’s office and the Treasurer’s office. 
Commissioner Ager will get bids for both projects.  
 
Commissioner Kling left the meeting at 4:52 p.m. 



Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to adjourn the meeting at 4:55 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. 
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $3472.41, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5195.88, BUILDINGS $2340.11,   
COMMISSIONERS $3788.48, DISPATCH $10,784.08, ELECTION $565.60, JUDICIAL $359.52, EM/911 $1428.09, 
EXTENSION $1131.20, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,866.44, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1149.70, REGISTER 
OF DEEDS OFFICE $2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $11,818.10, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $7308.42, 
TREASURER’S OFFICE $6119.64, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.80  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5387.08 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4387.88 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $29,941.68 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

BARNAUD LAW FIRM $4,909.22, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $2,660.00, 
RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $1,241.92, BROSZ ENGINEERING INC $1,300.00, 
BARNAUD LAW FIRM $398.63, STURGIS AMBULANCE $698.81, MORRILL COUNTY COURT $2.75, NELSON, 
CHRISTY M $50.00, REINDL, STACI L $9,416.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $4,158.35, CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & 
DRUG $140.00, JOHNS & KOSEL ATTORNEYS AT LAW $1,376.66, JACK BROOKER $100.80, KATIE J THOMPSON 
$250.00, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $191.25, SD ASS'N OF CO COMM $1,875.33, BUTTE CO AMBULANCE 
SERVICE $67,500.00 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

RAPID CITY JOURNAL $554.57 
 
RENTALS  

A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $309.92, DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $700.00 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL $345.98, HEARTLAND ELECTRIC CO $1,215.02 (REPLACEMENT), ROYAL LAWN CARE 
$146.29, BIG SKY UPHOLSTERY & SUPPLY $150.00, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $59.53 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

POSY PALACE FLORIST AND GREEN $55.00, BUTLER MACHINERY $758.37, DAKOTA LUMBER $90.45, ROUNDUP 
BUILDING CENTER $19.25, SAND CREEK PRINTING $985.61, LAW ENFORCEMENT SYSTEMS $96.00, DS 
SOLUTIONS INC $717.50, RESERVE ACCOUNT $3,000.00, ALL AROUND AUTO LLC $125.12, AMICK SOUND, INC                   
$475.46, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $193.41, FINKBEINER FEED & SEED LLC $16,200.00 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF $3,155.74, ELIZABETH BURTZLAFF $496.70 
 
UTILITIES  

AT&T MOBILITY $1,157.32, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, AT&T $40.77, 
CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $145.46, BLACK HILLS POWER $72.23, REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC $151.50, BUTTE-
MEADE SANITARY $69.00, CENTURYLINK $931.41, CENTURYLINK $5.77, EXECUTIVE MGMT FINANCE OFFICE 
$19.00, A TO Z SHREDDING $80.70 

   

   
 
__________________________ 

APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 


