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THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. 
November 7, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Geis, Fernen, Kling and Harms. 
Mr. Frank Walton was also present.  
 
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the amended meeting agenda which includes a  
Contract Change Order Number Two for the Lensegrav Addition and an update pertaining to the 
Railroad Authority by Commissioner Harms.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Economic Development Director Hollie Stalder whom is with the Belle Fourche Development 
Corporation came before the Commissioners to introduce herself and to let the Commissioners know 
she is available for any questions or concerns they may have regarding the development in the City 
of Belle Fourche. Kayla Kinard Housing Coordinator with NeighborWorks introduced herself to the 
Commissioners. She is available to assist with any questions or concerns they may have regarding 
the housing need in the City of Belle Fourche.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to approve the amended minutes from the Regular Scheduled 
Meeting which was held on October 22, 2014. The amendment included omitting Vote Unanimous 
Motion Carried after the Oath of Office was administered to Commissioner Harms. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Kling to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to accept the VSO report for September as presented by VSO  
Bob Wagner. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
There were no travel requests.  
 
There were no abatements. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Geis to accept the October VSO report as presented by VSO Robert 
Wagner. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to approve a leave of absence without pay for VSO Robert 
Wagner beginning on December 17, 2014 and returning March 30, 2015. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Auditor Elaine Jensen presented the Commissioners with the Poll Books and Tabulation Sheets from 
the 2014 General Election.  Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to accept the 2014 General Election 
Canvass for Butte County as presented by Auditor Jensen. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Geis to authorize the Emergency Manager/E911 
Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to proceed with a 1st Aid/CPR/AED Training 
for Butte County Employees. This is not mandatory but it is strongly encouraged for employees to 
take the training. The cost to the county is $1,050.00 for the training. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
 



Motion by Kling Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 10:30 p.m. regarding personnel 
matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
  
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 11:05 a.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Loren Shuck from Fairpoint came before the Commissioners to discuss the condition of the cattle 
guards on Old Highway 212. The Commissioners informed Loren Shuck that the landowners are 
responsible for the repair. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Geis to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way Of 
County Highways for Butte Electric Cooperative, Inc. to trench an Underground 7200 volt power line 
on Dillinger Road. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Butte Electric Cooperative, Inc. to trench an Underground 7200 volt power 
line on Orman Road. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Geis to accept the bid from Hampton Construction from Nisland, SD for 
the amount of $12,350.16 to install a new roof on the Nisland Shop. Highway Superintendent Don 
Adams is to check to see what the additional cost would be for extra insulation. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Gies Second by Harms to deny a towing bill from Free Spirit Trucking, LLC for the amount 
of $535.60. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Commissioner Kim Kling met with Tom Davis on 
November 4, 2014 to discuss and view road issues and concerns on the Camp Crook Road.  
 
There is a box culvert on the Camp Crook Road that is 1/3 full of sediment. Butte County will clean 
one side of the culvert.  
 
There is a six foot round concrete culvert on the Camp Crook Road that needs to have some 
additional rip rap and the county will add two more sections of pipe on the downstream side. 
 
The North Indian Creek Bridge on the Camp Crook Road continues to cause concern. The County is 
patiently waiting to hear back from a grant that has been applied for through the State Office of 
Emergency Management.  
 
The condition of the gravel at the Helmer Pit was discussed. The Commissioners advised Highway 
Superintendent Don Adams to experiment by adding 3/4” rock and 1” rock to the existing gravel to 
see if that is an option for improving the gravel when it is put down. 
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:25 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:45 p.m. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for October 2014. 
 



Motion by Fernen Second by Harms to authorize signage for the Ollila Road and the River Loop 
Road to caution travelers to slow down. The signs will be purchased by Butte County but the 
individuals requesting the signs are responsible for reimbursing Butte County for the signs.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss the items 
on the agenda pertaining to her department.  
 
The lease agreement for the extension office was unavailable.  
 
Lois O’Dea has concerns about tree removal in an alley in Vale. The matter is a Vale Township 
responsibility.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 2:16 p.m. regarding contractual 
and personnel matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Geis to come out of Executive Session at 3:20 p.m.  Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to increase the wage of Deputy State’s Attorney Cassie Wendt to 
$55,000.00 for 2015 and increase Sarah Chamley’s hours from 29 hours per week to 40 hours per 
week in 2015. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Belle Fourche City Engineer Ryan Kavan came before the Commissioners to inform them that the 
Lensegrav Addition is complete.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Kling to approve change order number two on the Lensegrav Addition and 
issue a final payment of $3,176.01 to Belle Fourche Development Corporation. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.   
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to give the Butte County Employees the day after Thanksgiving off 
with pay and give the day after Christmas off with pay and also close the Butte County Courthouse 
on Christmas Eve at 3:00 p.m. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 4:05 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
   
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
MARY WENDT $145.00, DEBRA HARRIS $145.00, SHIRLEY BLAKE $145.00,   
BETTY J BRUNER $75.00, ANGIE BISGAARD $145.00, SHEILA FROST $145.00, 
BERNITA GROHMANN $135.00, HALLIE BUDMAYR $75.00, LINDA VOLLMER $163.50, 
BONNIE WESTLAND $145.00, SHARON LYFTOGT $145.00, CARLA JEAN DAILEY $145.00, BETH MOREY $145.00, KELLI 
MCFARLAND $136.48, CHERYL NIELSEN $146.85, JANET COLLINS $156.84, MICHELE RAPOSA $156.10, MEREL WENNBERG 
$145.00, GERRY STUMPF $138.70, REBECCA BOYLAN $174.60, NANCY COX $182.00, LINDA HOFFMEYER $145.00, RHONDA 
VALLERY $137.22, JEANETTE J ODLE $145.00, BONNIE GINSBACH $145.00, JEAN PARKS $146.85, PATRICIA RUZICKA $145.00, 
RANDY BRADLEY $75.00, ROSE GREEN $145.00, HELEN AMUNSON $145.00, RONNA BURKE $169.78, FRANCES P CLEVELAND 
$145.00, KARROL HERMAN $171.64, STACEY RAISANEN $145.00, SHARON KIRKMAN $145.00, DELILAH R MEYER $145.00, 
MARILYN BERDAN $150.92, CINDY ORWICK $146.10, TERESA SOMERVOLD $145.00, COLLETTE DUNN $135.00, ROSE LARSON 
$145.00, BONNIE PIERCE $135.00, KEITH DUNN $135.00, JUDY FARRIS $145.00, SALLY ELENBERGER $145.00, MARY ANN 
RITTBERGER $145.00, JOAN JEWETT $145.00, ELEANOR MILBERG $145.00, DONNA TOPE $145.00, LEONA RUZICKA $145.00, 
CARLOTTA WOLFER $182.00, ANITA BIERSCHENK $145.00, MARGARET I LEOPOLD $145.00, RENEE BACHMAN $100.00, 
WESTERN S.D. JUVENILE SERVICES $3,311.70, SANDRA WILLIAMS $10.74, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $15,840.00, AMS-
ALCOHOL MONITORY SYTEMS $46.80, CRYSTAL EDSON $50.74, ERICA GERKIN $53.70, MARY JOHNSON $50.74,  
GAIL MORFORD $52.22, DARREN ALEXANDER $72.20, DAVID ANDERSON $59.62, RONALD ANDERSON $10.74, JENNIFER 
CARLSEN $11.48, CAROLYN CHRISTENSEN   $51.48, DARLEEN COBB $50.74, LUCAS COLLINS $10.74, RICHARD ELMORE $70.72, 
ANNE FICKBOHM $10.74, ROBERT GERLACH $21.10, AMBERLY GILLESPIE $11.48, TUCKER GOODVIN $52.96, DAYNE GRAHAM 
$12.22, JODY GRUBB $94.40, NATHAN JUELFS $11.48, DAX KLABUNDE $12.22, SAMANTHA KOKESH $10.74, FRANKLYN MEYERS 



$21.84, CATHERINE MYERS $10.74, MARVIN OSTER $17.40, TANISHA PIERCE $11.48, GLORIANN RUBY $10.74, JAMES STERNA 
$68.50, RICHARD SYMONDS $13.70, NICKOLAS TIPPMANN $52.22, JOHN UHRIG $74.42, KIMBERLY VANCAS $11.48, SHOPKO 
PHARMACY – STURGIS $70.68, CITY/COUNTY ALCOHOL & DRUG $2,000.00, DARLENE VERRY $12.22, PAIGE CHYTKA $61.10, 
DANA GOMEZ $10.00, KARL GRIMMELMANN $11.48, BILLIE CURTIS $10.74, VALORIE GUSSO $51.48, KODY WILBUR $10.74, 
RICHARD WELLS $50.74, JACK BROOKER $91.35, ROBERT CLEMENTS $50.74, CAROL TALKINGTON $10.74, SHERRY PETERA 
$12.22   
 
PUBLICATIONS 
RAPID CITY JOURNAL $425.49 
 
RENTALS  
AMERICAN LEGION POST #233 $30.00, CASTLEROCK-MOREAU HALL $30.00, BLACK HILLS PURE INC $50.65, CENTURY 
BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $387.37 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE  
FASTENAL COMPANY $446.40, HOSETH AUTO INC $164.54, WEST TIRE & ALIGNMENT $1,786.11, BACHMAN CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC $22,393.93, RUNNINGS CORPORATE OFFICE $812.85, PEDERSEN EXCAVATING INC $20,746.80, JENNER EQUIPMENT CO 
$44.10, KONE INC $380.19, BO'S LAWN SYSTEMS $177.00 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  
STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS $277.43, BUTLER MACHINERY $2,065.66, NEWELL RANCH SUPPLY INC $131.38, BELLE FLOWERS 
$29.50, OFFICE EMPORIUM $6.90, STEREOS N STUFF $288.91, HILLS MATERIALS COMPANY $180.92, NEWELL SERVICE 
CENTER $15.70, SHOPKO STORES OPERATING CO $113.50, EXPRESS YOURSELF $35.00, LEXISNEXIS $199.00, CBH 
COOPERATIVE $105.39, BUTTE CO. SHERIFF'S OFFICE  $25.40, MG OIL COMPANY $10,950.94 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 
JEAN PARKS $11.84, ELIZABETH BURTZLAFF $116.40 
 
UTILITIES  
BLACK HILLS POWER $3,227.47, MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL CO $513.51, BUTTE ELECTRIC COOP $183.58, SD DEPT OF TRANS 
$836.16, WEST RIVER COOP TELEPHONE CO $109.09, W.O.W. BUSINESS $60.37, TOWN OF NISLAND $65.10, 
CENTURYLINK $549.49  
 
 
OTHER  
BELLE FOURCHE DEVELOPMENT CORP $3,176.01 
 

 
 
 

 
       
 
____________________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 

 

Published once at the total approximate cost of $ 


