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THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:45 A.M. 
September 2, 2014.  Commissioners present were Smeenk, Ager, Geis and Fernen. 
Commissioner Kling was absent.  
 
Chairman Steve Smeenk called the meeting to order and Vice-Chairman Ager led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to approve the meeting agenda.  Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to approve the minutes from the Special Budget Meeting which 
was held on August 12, 2014 and the Regular Scheduled Commissioner’s Meeting which was held 
on August 19, 2014. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Fernen Second by Ager to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to accept the VSO report for August as presented by VSO  
Bob Wagner. Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
There were no travel requests.  
 
There were no abatements. 
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Flood Plain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
The Second Reading of the Butte County Ordinance to Regulate Open Burning was on the agenda. 
  
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Flood Plain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen asked to put the 
Second Reading on hold until he went to the Butte County Fire Association meeting on  
October 9, 2014 to hear their comments and/or suggestions.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to wait on the Second Reading of the Butte County Ordinance to 
Regulate Open Burning until Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Flood Plain Coordinator  
Tyler Trohkimoinen has attended the Butte County Fire Association meeting on October 9, 2014 to 
hear comments and/or suggestions regarding the Ordinance. Voting yes were Smeenk, Ager and 
Fernen. Geis voted no. Motion passed.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere, Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Flood Plain Coordinator  
Tyler Trohkimoinen and the Board of Butte County Commissioners wanted to recognize and extend a 
special Thank you to ET Sports for providing the Side by Sides ATV’s to assist with the continued 
search of the missing woman since the June flood.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to commend Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Flood Plain 
Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen for his exemplary efforts he has put forth with the June flooding 
event. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 



Adams informed the Commissioners that Western Construction met the gravel crushing deadline by 
crushing 50,834 tons of gravel. Bob Bak Construction missed the deadline by four days but crushed 
53,428 tons of gravel.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to authorize Auditor Jensen to write a check payable to  
Bob Bak Construction for 53,428 tons of gravel since the invoice missed the accounts payables 
deadline but withhold $2,000 for the penalty of missing the gravel crushing deadline by four days. 
The amount of the check will be $234,151.00.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams discussed road issues and concerns. 
An update was given on FEMA for the June Flood Event. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to authorize Highway Superintendent Don Adams to purchase a 
three section mower at the SD Surplus Public Auction in Sturgis, SD on September 12, 2014. He has 
been authorized to not exceed $2,000.00 for the purchase. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 11:40 a.m. with the public invited.  
 
Chairman Smeenk called the meeting back to order at 1:40 p.m. with Ager, Geis, Fernen and Kling 
all present.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners and addressed the items on the agenda 
pertaining to his department.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to go into an Executive Session at 1:40 p.m. with Sheriff 
Lamphere regarding a legal matter. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to come out of Executive Session at 1:45 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere discussed with the Commissioners the possibility of purchasing a 2014 Kawasaki  
4-Seater Demo from the Newell Fire Department. The estimated cost is $8,930.00. Sheriff Lamphere 
will get additional prices on various makes and models of the Side by Side ATV’s.  
The Commissioners are in the budget process so Sheriff’s request will be considered. 
 
Dispatch Supervisor Justin Harn came before the Commissioners to discuss a software upgrade for 
the Grabar Voice & Data equipment that is used for recording transmissions. The cost is $2,500.00. 
The software upgrade will be included in the 2015 budget.  
 
Butte County State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss the items 
on the agenda pertaining to her department.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to into an Executive Session with State’s Attorney Plunkett at  
2:07 p.m. regarding legal/contractual matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 2:44 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Ager to authorize Auditor Jensen to pay Pedersen Excavating the 
remaining $13,500.00 that has been held in trust for the Emergency Access Road in Belle View 
Acres. Necessary documents and easements have been filed with the Butte County Register of 
Deeds. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Commissioner Kling recused himself due to a conflict of interest.  



Auditor Jensen presented the Commissioners with a Retail (on-off sale) Malt Beverage license 
application that was submitted from Jeff Wallace, owner of Luigis that is located 5 miles east of  
Belle Fourche. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to deny the malt beverage application based on two outstanding 
warrants for Jeff Wallace. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Commissioner Kling rejoined the meeting at 2:50 p.m.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Ager Second by Kling to authorize the Butte County Extension Office to move to a new 
location at 2398 5th Avenue in Belle Fourche and be functional by October 1, 2014. This is contingent 
upon a three year rental agreement between Dave Freemont and Butte County. With the Extension 
Office moving the Butte County State’s Attorney’s office will utilize the entire building.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Ager Second by Geis to go into an Executive Session regarding personnel matters at  
3:18 p.m. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to come out of Executive Session at 3:50 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
The duct cleaning will be put on hold until the carpet is replaced in the Dispatch room.  
 
Wilen Masonry, Inc. is expected to be at the Butte County Courthouse the week of September 8th to 
resurface the front steps and provide a new hand rail.  
 
A special budget meeting will be held on Monday, September 8, 2014 beginning at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Butte County Courthouse.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Fernen to adjourn the meeting at 4:20 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
  
SALARY 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $51136.83 AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5145.60, BUILDINGS $1697.23, COMMISSIONERS 
$3788.48, DISPATCH $11,273.30, ELECTION $565.60, JUDICIAL $359.52, EM/911 $1428.09, EXTENSION $1857.54, 
HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,459.71, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1131.20, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
$2608.12, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $11,428.83, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $7543.86, TREASURER’S OFFICE $6318.84, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $641.80  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5757.40 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4276.83 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $.00 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
RENEE BACHMAN $50.00, MILDRED ROESSING $10.74, LYNN'S DAKOTAMART $20.49, 
REGIONAL HEALTH PHYSICIANS $130.03, CYNTHIA CONNER $29.24, WILDE & HUNT $1,250.00, LESLIE 
HAVEMEIER $342.40, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $15,455.00, JOHN DILL $7,646.59, LUCY M LEWNO $126.49,  
RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $1,241.92, LACEY JOENS $100.00, LARRY BRONEMANN $57.40, OSWALD LAW 
PC $2,833.34, LINDA J NOHR MLT(ASCP)cm $200.00, WILLIAM ANDERSON $61.10, DEBORAH BRUNETTE $11.48, 
GARY DALTON $11.48, JUDITH ECKIS $15.18, ROMAN GARZA $12.22, LUCILLE GOODALL $12.96, KYLE GREMSE 
$13.70, RAYMOND HENSON $11.48, PATRICIA HOLCOMB-NOVAK $10.74, KHALID JADARI $50.74, PATRICIA 



KONECHNE $13.70, ASHLEY LANGE $10.74, LOREN LEWIS $65.54, DEE LIGGETT $10.74, KIMBERLY MYERS 
$12.96, SCOTT MYERS $23.32, MATTHEW OAKES $52.22, 
AMY PAULEY $72.20, JAMES ROBINSON $10.00, GORDON SHOEMAKER $52.22,  
DALE SILBERNAGEL $13.70, JUANITA SMEENK $32.20, DONALD UMBERGER $52.96,  
MICHAEL WALLIN $50.74, JEAN WEAVER $50.00, MARK KATTERHAGEN $7.50, 
CHRISTY M NELSON $50.00, CITY OF RAPID CITY FINANCE OFFICE $385.00,  
STACI L REINDL $9,416.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $1,537.84, PENNINGTON COUNTY STATES ATTORNEY 
$215.00, CSD $595.00, HARKINS, CAROLYN M $249.40, MONAHAN, WILLIAM $120.00, BRENNAN, RICK JR $20.00, 
CHRISTOPHER TRIPP $11.48, STURGIS REGIONAL HOSPITAL $59.93, DENISE CODY $7.50, GABERT, 
JEANIEMARIE $50.74, BERNARD WINIECKIE $51.48, JOHNS & KOSEL ATTORNEYS AT LAW $778.42, TIMOTHY 
DUBOIS $10.74, JEAN M CARLSON $39.65, JACK BROOKER $399.85, RANDAL VALLERY $25.54, PHILLIP J ORWICK 
$54.40, JEWETT, WILLIAM $20.00  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
RAPID CITY JOURNAL $622.30 
 
RENTALS  
A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $451.40, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC $198.43,  
DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $700.00 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
HERSRUDS OF B.F. $743.83, SCOTT PETERSON MOTORS $54.60 
 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  
Z & S DUST CONTROL $9,416.30, BUTLER MACHINERY $535.90, DAKOTA LUMBER $48.48, SD DEPT OF TRANS 
$1,381.71, SAND CREEK PRINTING $501.55, KUSTOM SIGNALS INC $132.00, STATE BAR OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
$200.00, WEST GROUP $488.25, AMS-ALCOHOL MONITORY SYTEMS $14.78, RAPID CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
$5.06, FINKBEINER FEED & SEED LLC $2,256.95, POWERPHONE, INC $129.00, HANSEN, PAMELA $175.00   
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 
SD DPS $100.00, STADIUM SPORTS GRILL $149.85  
 
UTILITIES  
CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $249.76, BLACK HILLS POWER $40.52, AT&T MOBILITY $1,054.97, TRIMBLE 
NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, NETWORKFLEET INC $179.75, SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $150.00,  
BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $49.00, AT&T $41.20 
 
OTHER 
WESTERN CONSTRUCTION INC $217,569.52 
 
 
       
 
____________________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Steve Smeenk, Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 


