
03/03/15 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:35 A.M. 
March 3, 2015.  Commissioners present were Geis, Kling, Harms, Walton and Richards. 
 
Chairman Cal Geis called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Richards Second by Harms to approve the meeting agenda.  Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 
 
Motion by Walton Second by Harms to approve the minutes. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
  
Motion by Kling Second by Walton to approve the bills for payment per the computer printout as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Kling to approve the following travel requests:  

a. Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to attend 
a Public Safety Broadband Network Seminar in Ft. Pierre, SD on March 31 – April 2, 2015. 

b. Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to attend 
an EM 101 Class in Pierre, SD on April 22 – 23, 2015.  

Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Director of Equalization Lisa Nelson came before the Commissioners with an abatement.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Richards to approve an abatement on parcel number 15.08.A.03W for 
2014 taxes payable in 2015.  An error was made by the Director of Equalization in number keying. 
The amount of the abatement is for $1,753.70. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Treasurer Lensegrav came before the Commissioners with two abatements. 
 
Motion by Kling Second by Richards to approve an abatement on parcel number 16.01.027.03.  The 
applicant qualified for the Assessment Freeze for the Elderly and Disabled, but missed the deadline. 
The amount of the abatement is $1,082.80. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to approve two abatements on parcel number 16.PV.03. The 
taxes were paid out of sequence in 2007 and 2008. The amount of the abatements for parcel number 
16.PV.03 is $427.43 for 2007 and $424.56 for 2008. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the happenings within their 
departments.  
 
Director of Equalization Lisa Nelson came before the Commissioners to discuss her intentions for the 
2015 tax assessments.  
 
Auditor Jensen presented the Commissioners with the 2013 Annual Report and the 2014 Annual 
Report.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Harms to accept the 2013 & 2014 Annual Reports as presented by 
Auditor Jensen. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County Planning Director Lisa Nelson came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on 
the agenda pertaining to the Planning Department.  
 



Motion by Harms Second by Kling to approve a Final Plat of Lot D1-A and Tract G1 – Formerly Lot 
D1 and Tract G, a Subdivision of Helmer Tract D, all located in the NW1/4 and SW1/4 of Section 25, 
T8N, R2E, B.H.M., Butte County, South Dakota. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Richards Second by Harms to approve a Final Plat for Additional Property Purchased for 
Extension of Pipeline from WBI Energy Transmission. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
 
Motion by Kling Second by Walton to approve a Final Plat of Lots 3A and 3B of Kindsfater Addition, 
located in a portion of the SE1/4SW1/4 and the SW1/4SE1/4 of Section 32, T9N, R3E, B.H.M., Butte 
County, South Dakota, formerly Lot 3 of Kindsfater Addition. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Jason Hanson from Brosz Engineering, Inc. came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
Voluntary Right of Way Easements and Utility Easements for the upcoming project on Snoma Road. 
There are eight parcels that are being affected by these easements or a total of 2.2 acres. All 
easements must be in place before bid letting can take place and as of date Mr. Hanson did not have 
all of the signed easements. A cost estimate is also needed from Black Hills Power in regards to 
moving utility poles. No action was taken.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to hire Brosz Engineering, Inc. as the Consulting Engineer for 
the Bridge Reinspection Program Resolution For Use With SDDOT Retainer Contracts.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.    
  

At 11:00 a.m. Highway Superintendent Don Adams publicly opened and read orally the bids 
that were submitted for Supplies and Materials.    
      

SUPPLIER MATERIALS 
M. G. Oil Company Gas & Fuel Quote 

Wheeler Lumber, LLC Treated Pine Posts, Treated Pine Piling,  
Treated Fir Stringers 

West Tire & Alignment Tires & Tubes 

Cretex Concrete Products West, Inc.   Prestressed Concrete Bulb Tee Bridge Deck 
Units, Prestressed Concrete Bridge Deck Units 
and Abutment Plank, Reinforced Concrete Pipe, 
Precast Concrete Box Culverts, Double Cell 
Precast Concrete Box Culverts,  

TrueNorth Steel Company 
(Formerly Huron Culvert & Tank Co.) 

Corrugated Metal Culverts,Galvanized Steel 
Corrugated Culvert Pipe, Guardrail, Steel 
Decking, Steel Piling, Galvanized Sheet Piling, 
Bridge Lumber and Grader Blades 

Z&S Dust Control Systems Magnesium Chloride  

Jensen Construction, Inc. Magnesium Chloride 

Meredith Services 
 

Equipment Rental  
(With/Without Operators) 

Homestead Maintenance Equipment Rental 
(With/Without Operators 

Bachman Construction, LLC Equipment Rental 
(With/Without Operators) 

 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams will review the bids and will bring back later in the day with his 
recommendations.  



Motion by Kling Second by Richards to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for Tom McCoy to bore or trench a water line for livestock use on the McCoy 
Road. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams proceeded to discuss road issues and 
concerns.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams informed the Commissioners that Butte County had been 
awarded $25,000.00 for the Hoary Cress Grant.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to accept the Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program 
Advisor Report as submitted by Betsy Burtzlaff for the month of February. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to discuss the agenda items pertaining to his 
department.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere distributed the Activity Report for February 2015. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere announced to the Commissioners that Dispatcher Vicki Greenwood has been hired 
to take the Head Dispatcher’s position. She will receive an additional amount of $250.00 per month 
over and above her current hourly rate. 
 
State’s Attorney Heather Plunkett came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to her department.   
 
Motion by Walton Second by Kling to go into an Executive Session at 1:55 p.m. regarding legal and 
personnel matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to come out of Executive Session at 3:06 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken. 
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Kling to sign a new agreement with Interstate PowerSystems, Inc. since 
there is an additional generator being added to the service agreement. The new annual service costs 
are as follows: 2015 is $1,750.00; 2016 is $1,800.00 and 2017 is $1,850.00. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
A discussion was held regarding the need for current Address Street Signs in Vale for Emergency 
Response. The estimated cost for new signs is $2,500.00.  No action was taken.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Director of Equalization/Planning Director Lisa Nelson came before the Commissioners to discuss   
the need for additional software and computer equipment while out in the field assessing.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Richards to authorize Director of Equalization/Planning Director  
Lisa Nelson to proceed with the purchase of Vanguard Appraising Software, Arc GIS and a Notebook 
to assist with appraising. The estimated cost is $9,000.00. The current 2015 Equalization budget 
includes wages for seasonal help. Seasonal help will not be hired therefore the budget amount for  
seasonal wages will be used to purchase the software and notebook. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners with the recommendation to 
accept all supply and material bids. Motion by Kling Second by Walton to accept all supply and 
material bids for 2015 that were opened at 11:00 a.m. This is based on the recommendation of 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
(All Bids are on File at the Butte County Auditor’s Office). 
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Kling Second by Richardson to adjourn the meeting at 3:55 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $5134.67, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $475.95, BUILDINGS $1803.75, COMMISSIONERS 
$3940.06, DISPATCH $13,583.57, ELECTION $600.00, JUDICIAL $384.96, EM/911 $1485.22, EXTENSION $.00, 
HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $14,492.70, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1200.00, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
$2738.25, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $11,917.17, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $8550.59, TREASURER’S OFFICE $6723.21, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $.00  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $727.15 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4528.61 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $31,413.40 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

REGIONAL HEALTH PHYSICIANS $319.00, WILDE & HUNT $1,250.00, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $173.48, 
RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $1,077.93, AUDRA MALCOMB CONSULTING $525.37, OSWALD LAW PC 
$2,833.34, DEAN SCHAEFER COURT REPORTING $30.00, BURLEIGH SHERIFF'S OFFICE $35.00, CITY OF RAPID 
CITY FINANCE OFFICE $140.00, STACI L REINDL $9,416.00, SHOPKO PHARMACY – STURGIS $94.99, PENNINGTON 
COUNTY STATES ATTORNEY $215.00, YANKTON COUNTY TREASURER $113.75, JEAN M CARLSON $310.15,  
JACK BROOKER $22.70 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

RAPID CITY JOURNAL $1,059.60 
 
RENTALS  

A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $475.22, DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $1,283.34 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $6,018.75, KONE INC $392.55, G & R CONTROLS $300.00, HAMPTON 
CONSTRUCTION $14,685.04, ARMSTRONG EXTINGUISHER SERVICE $390.00, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS 
INC $70.92, COBAN TECHNOLOGIES INC $3,581.00 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

MCLEODS $34.67, OFFICE EMPORIUM $327.50, DAKOTA LUMBER $185.79, SD DEPT OF TRANS $5,879.45, SAND 
CREEK PRINTING $687.95, PHARMCHEM INC $100.00, BLACK HILLS PIONEER $103.77, NORTHERN HILLS AREA 
CASA PROGRAM $3,000.00, YELLOW PAGE DIRECTORY $317.35, WEST PAYMENT CENTER $130.90, CBH 
COOPERATIVE $1,443.82, RAPID CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT $15.38, CHIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY 
$189.98, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $194.31 



 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

SDPA $55.00, PENNINGTON COUNTY JAIL $458.25, BLACK HILLS COUNCIL LOCAL GOVT $2,345.00, FBI–LEEDA 
$50.00 
 
 
UTILITIES  

BLACK HILLS POWER $170.45, WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS INC $1,500.00, AT&T MOBILITY $40.60, WOW 
BUSINESS $792.38, CENTURYLINK $548.66, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $204.84, FASTENAL COMPANY $85.84, 
MCGAS PROPANE $448.04, AT&T MOBILITY $666.38, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, NETWORKFLEET 
INC $719.00, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $61.00, AT&T $40.19, CENTURYLINK $5.38, EXECUTIVE MGMT FINANCE 
OFFICE $147.00 
 
OTHER 

MERCEDES BENZ OF DENVER $461.62, ELEVATIONS CREDIT UNION $5.00, 
 

 
 
   
 
__________________________ 

APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Cal Geis, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 


