
 04/05/16 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. 
April 5, 2016.  Commissioners present were Kling, Harms, Walton, Richards and Geis.  
 
Chairman Kim Kling called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to approve the meeting agenda as presented by Auditor Jensen. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Richards Second by Geis to approve the minutes from the Regular Scheduled 
Commissioner’s meeting which was held on March 1, 2016, the Special Commissioner’s meeting 
which was held on March 9, 2016 and the minutes from the Regular Scheduled Commissioner’s 
meeting which was held on March 15, 2016.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Geis to authorize payment of the payables per the computer printouts 
as presented by Auditor Elaine Jensen. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Richards to accept the VSO report for March 2016 as presented by 
VSO Bob Wagner. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Butte – Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program Advisor Michelle May came before the Commissioners 
to discuss 4-H activities and also distributed the newsletter/report for April 2016.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Geis to accept the 4-H Youth Program Newsletter/Report as presented 
by Michelle May. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Harms to approve the following travel requests:  Butte – Lawrence 
County 4-H Youth Program Advisor Michelle May and Administrative Assistant Jamie Fettig to attend 
a training conference in Rapid City, SD on April 18, 2016. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to approve an abatement on parcel number 15.HV.007M for the 
amount of $301.16.  A duplicate tax bill was created in error. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
A small gathering of concerned citizens appeared before the Commissioners to express their concern 
about the upcoming appointment of Butte County State’s Attorney. The appointment would be until 
December 31, 2016. The citizens articulated their appreciation of Interim State’s Attorney  
Cassie Wendt and asked the Commissioners to consider their opinions while making their decision in 
the appointment process.  
 
Director of Equalization Lisa Nelson invited Mr. Bob Ehler from Vanguard Appraisals, Inc. to give a 
presentation on the steps and procedures that would be followed if Butte County decided to do a 
Butte County Commercial Revaluation. The estimated cost to do the County Wide Commercial 
Revaluation would be $126,350.00. No action was taken.  
 
Director of Equalization Lisa Nelson came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda that pertains to her department.  
 
SDCL 10-3-14 requires that the Director of Equalization meets with the Board of County 
Commissioners for an Annual Conference regarding the performance of the Director’s duties.  
 



The Commissioners reviewed the 2015 Sales Ratio Audit Report and discussed the timeline in which 
her department will be using to assess all property in Butte County. The 2016 assessments were also 
discussed.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Karrol Herman came before the Commissioners to discuss the condition of the Whitewood Valley 
Road and also asked that the road be prepared and treated with Mag Water sooner than later.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to grant a variance on an application to construct an approach 
on Orman Road for Robert & Mary Lewis. The approach is for an entrance/exit to Lewis’ Veterinary 
Clinic. Chairman Kling called for a roll call vote:  Kling – no, Harms – yes, Walton – yes,  
Richards – yes and Geis - yes. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Richards Second by Geis to approve an application to construct an approach on Dillinger 
Road. The approach is for an entrance/exit to Lewis’ Veterinary Clinic. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to approve an Application For Occupancy On The Right Of Way 
Of County Highways for MDU to install a natural gas service line on Ziebach Street. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Richards Second by Walton to correct the supplement amount for the Weed & Pest budget  
FY2017 Competitive Weed & Pest Grant from $6,100.00 to $5,700.00.  Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Geis to authorize Chairman Kling to sign a Letter of Agreement for a 
Competitive Grant between the SD Weed & Pest Control Commission and Butte County.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to authorize Chairman Kling to sign a Letter of Agreement for a 
Contractual (Regular) Grant (Hoary Cress) between the SD Weed & Pest Control Commission and 
Butte County. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams distributed the March 2016 Activity Report. 
 
Road Issues and Concerns were discussed along with the need to do some spot graveling. The 
Road Committee will schedule a special meeting to discuss these issues.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Richards to declare the week of April 11th as Telecommunications week 
in Butte County. An open house has been scheduled for Thursday, April 14th from  
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with the public invited. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:03 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Gary Galyardt and Rick Kingsbury came before the Commissioners to discuss the Butte County 
Administrative Building. The scope of work on the building has been reduced to remodel the first floor 
first.  
 
 



Motion by Walton Second by Geis to authorize Chairman Kling to sign an Authorization and 
Agreement For Services between Galyardt Architects, Inc. and Butte County. The motion is 
contingent upon legal review by Interim State’s Attorney Cassie Wendt. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 
 
Motion by Walton Second by Geis to close the Butte County Offices on Wednesday, April 6th from 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. so the employees of Butte County can attend the funeral service of Melodie 
Lewis. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen came before the 
Commissioners to address the items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen would like to 
amend the 2012-1 Ordinance that is titled “An Ordinance of Butte County Providing for the Address 
Numbering of Building Locations within Butte County Outside of Organized Municipalities.”  He would 
like to change the verbiage from (all buildings and building sites) to (qualified and habitable sites).  
He will bring a draft to the Commissioners for their review. 
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen discussed with 
the Commissioners the process for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Application. Every five years a new 
PDM plan must be adopted with 2017 being the year that Butte County will need to adopt the new 
plan.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Richards to appoint Tyler Trohkimoinen for the sole purpose of signing 
documents and assuring the completion of all application documents for the Hazard Mitigation Grant 
project. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Richards Second by Geis to authorize Chairman Kling to sign the Project Compliance 
Assurances for the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. Butte County will fulfill all requirements of the 
program as contained in the program guidelines and that all information provided is true and correct. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Geis to authorize Chairman Kling to sign the 2nd Quarter of the SLA 
Quarterly Activity Report FY 2016. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Interim State’s Attorney Cassie Wendt came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to the State’s Attorney’s department. 
 
A brief discussion was held pertaining to the Mutual Aid Agreement that Interim State’s Attorney 
Cassie Wendt and Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler 
Trohkimoinen are working on. A draft will be forthcoming.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to enter into an Executive Session at 2:37 p.m. regarding legal 
and personnel matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Walton to come out of Executive Session at 3:35 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to authorize Chairman Kling to sign a Notice and Admission of 
Service between Butte County South Dakota Housing Development Authority (Plaintiff) and  
Steven & Erin Gray (Defendants) and also authorize Chairman Kling to sign a Notice and Admission 
of Service between Butte County South Dakota Housing Development Authority (Plaintiff) and 
Jeremy and Carla Marshall (Defendants). Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 



Motion by Walton Second by Harms to authorize Treasurer Lensegrav to hire temporary help until 
June 1, 2016. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Geis to defer the appointment of Butte County State’s Attorney until 
after the June 7, 2016 Primary Election. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Geis to transfer the CDBG funds in the amount of $46,787.20 to the 
Butte County Regional Railroad Authority under the same terms that the City of Belle Fourche used 
in their allocation. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Harms to adjourn the meeting at 3:55 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.    
    
SALARY 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $5363.06, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5739.53, BUILDINGS $2075.06, COMMISSIONERS $4162.12, 
DISPATCH $12,592.79, ELECTION $630.00, JUDICIAL $404.40, EM/911 $1559.49, EXTENSION $1260.01, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED 
CONTROL $16,754.55, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1278.50, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE $2875.62, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $13,358.84, 
STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $6624.24, TREASURER’S OFFICE $7148.05, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $700.86  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $6093.51 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4857.30 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $32,937.20 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
JESSICA LEE HARRISON $20.00, EDWARD TUNIS COLE $20.00, MARVIN WARRICK $20.00, CLAY ROSE $20.00, KAREN SWANDA 
$22.50, RENEE BACHMAN $100.00, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $2,357.50, YANKTON CO SHERIFF OFFICE                 
$25.00, POLLARD & LARSON $67.50, WILDE & HUNT $1,250.00, MARV EKEREN $12.00, SD ASS'N OF CO COMM $1,083.00, 
LEVERINGTON FUNERAL HOME $700.00, JON DILL $322.50, LUCY M LEWNO $245.48, AUDRA MALCOMB CONSULTING                      
$549.26, SHOPKO STORES OPERATING CO $230.94, BELLE FOURCHE DEVELOPMENT CORP $15,000.00, BARNAUD LAW FIRM 
$362.40, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL  $46.60, REGIONAL PHARMACY $15.81, SHAWN FISCHER $150.00, WESTERN STATES 
SHERIFF'S ASSOC $100.00, VERONICA FISH $100.00, CITY OF RAPID CITY FINANCE $385.00, JODY HAROLD SPECK $568.00, 
STACI L REINDL $9,416.00, LEWIS & CLARK BEHAVIORAL HEALTH $760.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $4,530.89, MIDSTATES 
ORGANIZED CRIME INFO $100.00, PENNINGTON CO STATES ATTORNEY  $215.00, NATIONAL SHERIFF'S ASSOCIATION $112.00, 
YANKTON COUNTY TREASURER  $107.05, CAROLYN M HARKINS $472.30, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $931.36, 
NORMA ANDERSEN $12.00, STURGIS REGIONAL HOSPITAL $64.83, DENISE CODY $22.50, JOHNS & KOSEL ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
$2,038.11, JACK BROOKER $34.05, LISA CERMAK $150.00, SDSU EXTENSION $5,945.00, BLACK HILLS FAMILY PRACTICE $82.00 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
BLACK HILLS PIONEER $94.96, RAPID CITY JOURNAL $1,180.67 
  
RENTALS  
A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $542.20, BLACK HILLS PURE INC $13.55, BLACK HILLS SECURITY AND SYSTEM $419.40, PITNEY 
BOWES GLOBAL $584.13, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS $260.31, DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $1,283.34 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
HOSETH AUTO INC $287.36, SCOTT PETERSON MOTORS $131.90, WELLS PLUMBING $1,637.24, WEST TIRE & ALIGNMENT 
$1,707.49, INLAND TRUCK PARTS $166.30, FIRE PRO $459.90, G & R CONTROLS $951.00 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  
SD SECRETARY OF STATE $30.00, SAN JOAQUIN SUPERIOR COURT $51.00, FIRST WESTERN INSURANCE BELLE $50.00, 
MCLEODS $213.45, BUTLER MACHINERY  $1,814.75, OFFICE EMPORIUM $338.75, DAKOTA LUMBER $4.49, SD DEPT OF TRANS                    
$3,321.39, SAND CREEK PRINTING $1,744.36, WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS INC $1,200.00, LYLE SIGNS INC $1,881.41, GENE'S 
LOCK SHOP $23.96, ALL AROUND AUTO $314.73, COBAN TECHNOLOGIES INC $4,295.00, VIEVU $125.00, LEXISNEXIS $225.00, 
THOMSON REUTERS-WEST PUBLISHING $144.32, RICE HONDA SUZUKI $34,090.35, PITNEY BOWES INC $394.71, 
HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $188.79 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 
MICHELLE MAY $480.80, CEDAR SHORE RESORT $655.60 
 
 
 
 



UTILITIES  
MONTANA-DAKOTA UTIL CO $1,730.24, VAST BROADBENT $953.76, CENTURYLINK  $549.38, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $303.27, 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY $3,000.14, MCGAS PROPANE $378.00, AT&T MOBILITY $605.66, VAST BROADBENT $60.37, 
REFUSE SOLUTIONS $154.90, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, VERIZON NETWORKFLEET INC $130.00, BUTTE-MEADE 
SANITARY $49.00, AT&T $40.99, EXECUTIVE MGMT FINANCE OFFICE $24.00, CENTURYLINK $5.53 
 
OTHER  
LOUISA NELSON $48.00, SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $278.00, MUD BUTTE FIRE DEPT $306.28, FRONTIER FINANCIAL 
$10.13, STANLEY HUTCHISON $72.00, JAMES GROSS $26.35, TIMOTHY EVANS $88.00 

 
 
    
  
_______________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Kim Kling, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
   
 
  
   
 


