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THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. 
February 2, 2016.  Commissioners present were Kling, Harms and Walton. Commissioner Richards 
and Commissioner  Geis were absent.  
 
Chairman Kim Kling called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Auditor Jensen asked to have the addition of a budget supplement for the 24/7 Sobriety Program 
included under Sheriff Lamphere’s time and the placement order of business under the Butte County 
Planning to be switched around. Therefore, Motion by Walton Second by Harms to approve the 
amended meeting agenda as presented by Auditor Jensen. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Harms to approve the minutes from the Regular Scheduled 
Commissioner’s meeting which was held on January 19, 2016 and the Special Commissioner’s 
meeting which was held on January 26, 2016.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Harms to authorize payment of the payables per the computer printouts 
as presented by Auditor Elaine Jensen. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Veteran Service Officer Bob Wagner paid special recognition to Mr. Austin Post for serving time in 
the Korean War with the Navy Branch. Mr. Post was presented with a scarf and medals. Mr. Post 
was unable to attend the ceremony on January 19, 2016.  
 
Mr. Melvin Shuck was presented with a plaque and flag to show Butte County’s appreciation for him 
being a DAV Van Driver. Mr. Shuck has driven a total of 22,278 miles, he has volunteered 1,349 
hours and has transported 895 Veterans. The Board of Butte County Commissioners want to express 
gratitude to Mr. Shuck for his many hours of dedication in the transportation of Butte County 
Veterans.    
  
On January 19, 2016 before the start of the Regular Scheduled Commissioner’s meeting Veteran 
Service Officer Bob Wagner paid special recognition to the following Korean War Veterans. They 
were presented with scarves and medals as well.  They are as follows: Jerry Conner – Navy Branch; 
Jackie Cooper – Navy Branch; Robert Heinbaugh – Army Branch; David Wallace – Navy Branch; 
Wilbert Werre – Army Branch; Philip Reinsch – Marine Branch; Earl Capp – Army Branch and 
Charles Bragg – Navy Branch.  
 
The Board of Butte County Commissioners would like to acknowledge all of these gentlemen for their 
service to the United States of America. God Bless each one of you. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to approve the following travel requests:  Emergency 
Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen to attend a Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and Explosive Training Class in Williston, ND on  
February 16 – 17, 2016; Auditor’s Administrative Assistant, Kathy Bonnema to attend a Workshop on 
County Assistance/Welfare in Rapid City, SD on February 25, 2016 and Highway Superintendent 
Don Adams to attend the Highway Short Course in Oacoma, SD on March 22 – 24, 2016. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
There were no abatements to present.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to accept the VSO Report for January 2016 as presented by 
Bob Wagner. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 



Department Heads came before the Commissioners to discuss the happenings within their offices. 
Those present were Register of Deeds - Paula Walker and Director of Equalization – Lisa Nelson. 
 
Administrative Assistant Jamie Fettig distributed the Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program 
Report for January 2016 and the Butte/Lawrence/Meade County 4-H News Letter for February 2016.  
 
Ms. Fettig introduced Michelle May to the Commissioners. Michelle is the new Butte-Lawrence 
County 4-H Youth Program Advisor. Welcome Michelle.   
 
Administrative Assistant Krinda Fox from the Community Health Nurse Office came before the 
Commissioners and presented them with an Activity Report for October – December 2015. 
Denise Rosenberger, RN and Anna Dykstra, RN presented the Commissioners with an excellent 
update of the WIC and Nutrition Program and an overall update on the Public Health Office Activities.  
 
Butte County Planning Director Lisa Nelson presented the Commissioners with a Variance and a 
Final Plat.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to grant a variance for Jim and Deanna Mickelson for an existing 
barn that is 5 feet from a new property lot line and an irrigation ditch. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to approve a Final Plat for Jim and Deanna Mickelson – Tract 3 
of the Stonelake Road Subdivision located in Government Lots 3 and 4, the SE1/4NW1/4  
SW1/4NE1/4 and portions of the W1/2SE1/4,NE1/4SW1/4, of Section 3, T8N, R5E, B.H.M.,  
Butte County, SD. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Butte County Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to address the 
items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Weed & Pest Overseer/Sprayer Bill Erk gave a Hoary Crest Presentation. Mr. Erk will be giving this 
presentation at the Weed & Pest Conference in Aberdeen, SD on February 16 – 19, 2016. Mr. Erk is 
applying for a Hoary Crest Grant for Butte County. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams reported that the entire Highway Crew would be attending a 
Flagger’s School on February 3, 2016 at the SDDOT shop in Belle Fourche. This is a requirement as 
the highway crew must maintain certification. 
 
Adams gave an update on the Harding Cutoff Road as well as distributed the Highway Monthly 
Report for January 2016. 
 
Motion by Walton Second by Harms to authorize Chairman Kling to sign AN AGREEMENT TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE STRIPING AND CONTINUING MAINTENANCE OF COUNTY ROADS WITHIN 
BUTTE COUNTY. This agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of South 
Dakota acting by and through its Department of Transportation and Butte County. The project for the 
striping consists of 18.90 miles. The total cost of the project is $18,059.85. The County’s portion is 
$14,090.83. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Road Issues and Concerns were discussed with Highway Superintendent Don Adams which 
consisted of a discussion pertaining to the consistency of the blade operators as citizens have been 
vocal about the ridges of gravel that are being left on the side of roads. This is not a good practice 
and the matter must be addressed with the operators. 
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 11:55 a.m. with the public invited.  
 



The Commissioners reconvened at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to 
his department.  
 
Sheriff Lamphere has concerns regarding the mental health issues that are on the rise in Butte 
County. At the present time there hasn’t been any beds available at Rapid City Regional West 
therefore patients are being transported on to the hospital in  Yankton, SD either by the Sheriff or a 
Deputy. 
 
Sheriff Lamphere and Commissioner Walton attended a Joint Powers/Compact Board Meeting on 
Friday, January 29, 2016. Due to the increase in Detainee Days for Juveniles in 2015, Butte County 
will be expected to pay an additional $3,808.00. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to supplement the 24/7 Sobriety Program Fund in the amount of 
$18,107.00. The grant is used for staff funding for the 24/7 Sobriety Program. The amount of the 
award is based on $12.40 per hour for 4 hours per day. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Interim State’s Attorney Cassie Wendt came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to her department.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by Harms to go into an Executive Session at 2:00 p.m. regarding 
legal/contractual/personnel matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to come out of Executive Session at 2:34 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to authorize Chairman Kling to sign an Admission of Service for 
Quiet Title Action for Nelson et al v. Huhtala and South Dakota Department of Revenue et al.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to supplement the 2015 Homeland Security budget for the 
amount of $29,916.30. The grant will be used for EOC Radios and Equipment. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to supplement the Emergency Management budget for the 
amount of $21,620.00 for health insurance coverage. The amount was not included in the 2016 
budget.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
The Job Description for the Emergency Manager was discussed but no action was taken.  
 
Committee Reports were given.  
 
The next Regular Scheduled Commissioner’s meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 16, 2016 
beginning at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Walton to adjourn the meeting at 3:00 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.   
 
 
 
 



SALARY 

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $5053.35, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5739.21, BUILDINGS $1890.00, COMMISSIONERS 
$4162.12, DISPATCH $13,300.63, ELECTION $630.00, JUDICIAL $311.73, EM/911 $1559.49, EXTENSION $1260.00, 
HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $16,624.95, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1260.00, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE 
$2875.62, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $13,440.55, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $8,924.69, TREASURER’S OFFICE $7148.03, 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $700.86  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $6253.59 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $4821.39 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 

BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $32,499.35 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

MICHAEL SCHMIDT $10.84, STACY WOLF $13.36, PATRICIA BOREN $10.84, 
LACY LIGGETT $70.16, WADE VISSIA $51.68, ASHLEE JAEGER $35.20, SUZANNE HERSH $10.84, LONY KRUMM 
$11.68, LINDA ABELSETH $23.44, ANGELA BURCKHARD $11.68, DENA FRAZEY $51.68, DAVID HECK $12.52, 
DEWEY HIBNER $50.00, JOSH MADISON $11.68, SARAH NEUHAUSER $51.68, CYNTHIA RAYSOR $50.84, AUBREY 
RONE $10.84, AMY SCHOFF $32.68, DONALD SCHUCHHARDT $10.84, JAMES SNYDER $50.84, MARIE SUBIATE 
$10.84, PATRICK TRAYLOR $10.84, CHARLES WINDHAM $54.20, SHOPKO PHARMACY-STURGIS $441.08, RANDY 
BRADLEY $11.68, RANDI RICHARDS $11.68, FLOYD WENNBERG $55.88, RAEAN KING $71.00, JANICE WILLIAMS 
$12.52, CARMEN STORM $10.84, CHARLES TAYLOR $52.52, JAMIE MEZ $11.68, PAULA PIERCE $11.68, JEANNE 
BACKHAUS $10.84, MOLLIE MILLER $15.88, KURT SIMON $15.88, SHANNON ELIASON $54.20, CLIFFORD STALEY 
$10.84, KAREN SWANDA $15.00, WESTERN S.D. JUVENILE SERVICES $3,808.21, WILDE & HUNT $7,311.02, 
LACROIX LAW OFFICE $227.63, LESLIE HAVEMEIER $152.00, MEADE COUNTY AUDITOR $8.00, DSS DRUG 
SCREENING SERVICES $150.00, LUCY M LEWNO $148.99, AUDRA MALCOMB $461.83, BARNAUD LAW FIRM 
$1,323.00, SHAWN FISCHER $150.00, MARK KATTERHAGEN $15.00, KATHYRN M MACK $212.80, HILPERT & HALE 
PROF LLC $1,734.73, STACI L REINDL $9,416.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $175.00, CAROLYN M HARKINS, RPR 
$299.40, SD PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY $94.00, JACK BROOKER $58.70, LISA CERMAK $100.00, BLACK HILLS 
FAMILY PRACTICE $60.00, BELLE FOURCHE CHAMBER OF COMME $60.00, PIONEER BANK & TRUST $61.00 
  
PUBLICATIONS 

RAPID CITY JOURNAL $312.68, KNUTSON IRRIGATION SERVICE INC $135.00 
 
RENTALS  

MATHERN, ALVIN L $12,000.00, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS $139.46, A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $427.06, 
CATERPILLAR FINANCIAL SERVICES $126,850.80, BLACK HILLS SECURITY AND SYSTEM $240.00, CENTURY 
BUSINESS PRODUCTS $745.74, DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $1,283.34 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 

J & P ROOFING SYSTEMS INC $3,213.00, BUTLER MACHINERY $292.57, SCOTT PETERSON MOTORS $19.90, 
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE $3,264.00, G & R CONTROLS $2,375.77, EZ FABRICATION AND WELDING INC 
$9.60 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  

STADIUM SPORTS GRILL $177.75, DAKOTA LUMBER $22.98, SD DEPT OF TRANS $3,203.60, SAND CREEK 
PRINTING $1,020.59, LAW ENFORCEMENT SYSTEMS $99.00, REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY $80.00, 
FAST BREAK SCREEN PRINTING $15.00, SKI'S PIZZERIA $170.20, WEST PAYMENT CENTER $137.45, 
WINNER'S CIRCLE $70.00, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $246.43, CREATIVE PRODUCT SOURCE $370.92, NEWMAN 
TRAFFIC SIGNS $692.45 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 

PIZZA HUT $53.96, SD ASSN CO HWY SUPTS $355.00 
  
UTILITIES  

AT&T MOBILITY $40.60, VAST BROADBENT $716.28, AT&T $41.76, EXECUTIVE MGMT FINANCE OFFICE $24.00, 
CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $273.46, BLACK HILLS POWER $3,204.68, MCGAS PROPANE $408.00, AT&T MOBILITY 
$689.60, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, REFUSE SOLUTIONS INC $154.90, VERIZON NETWORKFLEET 
INC $130.00, BUTTE-MEADE SANITARY $57.00 
  
OTHER  

SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $322.00, FRONTIER FINANCIAL $15.00, ROCKIN B LLC $280.0  

 



    
   
 
_______________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Kim Kling, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
   
 
  
   
 


