
03/01/16 
 
THE BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. 
March 1, 2016.  Commissioners present were Kling, Harms, Richards and Geis.  
Commissioner Walton was absent. 
 
Chairman Kim Kling called the meeting to order and led the group in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Motion by Richards Second by Geis to approve the amended meeting agenda. Auditor Jensen is 
asking for the minutes from the February 16, 2016 meeting to be approved during the afternoon 
session. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Gies Second by Richards to approve the bills for payment per the computer printouts as 
presented by Auditor Jensen.  Vote Unanimous.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to amend the previous motion and hold check # 93781 payable 
to Bob or Judy Helmer for Road Repairs until clarification from Highway Superintendent Don Adams. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Geis to authorize Auditor Jensen to attend the Spring Workshop in 
Pierre, SD on March 16 – 17, 2016. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
There were no abatements. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Harms to accept the 2015 Annual Report as presented by Auditor Jensen. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Treasurer Lensegrav came before the Commissioners to discuss the possibility of adopting an 
Agreement for Payment of Property Taxes for Special Circumstances Only.  The Commissioners 
asked Treasurer Lensegrav to seek legal counsel regarding her request and bring her findings to the 
next meeting.   
 
Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program Advisor and Administrative Assistant Jamie Fettig 
presented the Commissioners with the Butte-Lawrence County 4-H Youth Program Report for 
February 2016 and also the 4-H News Letter for Butte/Lawrence/Meade Counties for March 2016. 
 
Register of Deeds Paula Walker discussed with the Commissioners the costs and time associated 
with the scanning of the historical records and the storage needed for the records in the new 
Administrative Building. More research will need to be done before any action can be taken.  
 
Butte County Planning Director Lisa Nelson came before the Commissioners with a final plat for their 
approval.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to approve a final plat for Robert J and Mary Kathryn Lewis.  
The plat is as follows:  Plat of Tract A being portions of Government Lot 3, Government Lot 4, the 
E1/2SW1/4 and the SE1/4 of Section 19, and being portions of Government Lot 1, Government Lot 2, 
the E1/2NW1/4, E1/2SW1/4 and the E1/2 of Section 30, all located in Township 11 North, Range 6 
East, of the Black Hills Meridian, Butte County, South Dakota. The final approval is based under 
Article III #2 in the Subdivision Ordinance. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
 
 
 



 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners to discuss the items on the 
agenda pertaining to his department.  
  
At 11:00 a.m. Highway Superintendent Don Adams publicly opened and read orally the bids that 
were submitted for Supplies and Materials.    
      

SUPPLIER MATERIALS 
M. G. Oil Company Gas & Fuel Quote 

Wheeler Lumber, LLC Treated Pine Piling,  
Treated Fir Stringers 

West Tire & Alignment Tires & Tubes 

Forterra   Prestressed Concrete Bulb Tee Bridge Deck 
Units, Prestressed Concrete Bridge Deck Units 
and Abutment Plank, Reinforced Concrete Pipe, 
Precast Concrete Box Culverts, Double Cell 
Precast Concrete Box Culverts,  

TrueNorth Steel Company 
 

Corrugated Metal Culverts, Galvanized Metal 
Corrugated Pipe, Guardrail, Steel Decking, Steel 
Piling, Galvanized Sheet Piling, Steel Flared End 
Sections, Pre-engineered Modular Steel Bridges, 
Bridge Lumber and Grader Blades 

Anchor Drilling Fluids USA, Inc. 35% Calcium Chloride 

Z&S Dust Control Systems Magnesium Chloride  

Black Hills Transport LLC Blades, Loader Backhoes and Gravel Trucks 
With Operators 

Kissack Trucking LLC 
 

Trucks, Belly Dump Trailers, Dump Truck, 
Loader, Backhoe and Excavator With Operators 

 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams will review the bids and will bring back later in the day with his 
recommendations. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to hire Brosz Engineering, Inc. and authorize Chairman Kling to 
sign the Bridge Reinspection Program Resolution For Use With SDDOT Retainer Contracts.  
Butte County will be responsible for the required 20% matching funds. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Harms to post load limits at 6 ton per axle on the following roads 
effectively immediately:  

1. Arpan Road – 4 miles 
2. Fruitdale Road – 2 miles 
3. Gray Road – 1.1 miles 
4. Halle Rae Road – ½ mile 
5. Helmer Road from Snoma South to Ziebach – 1 ½ miles – Posted 6 ton per axle year round   
6. Orman Road – 1 mile 
7. Sourdough Road – 1 mile 
8. Valley Township – 6 miles 
9. Ziebach Road 

A listing of the posted load limits on the designated roads will be submitted to the Division of Highway 
Patrol to assist in enforcement of Butte County’s Spring or other posted load limits. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams distributed the February Activity Report. 



 
The Commissioners discussed with Adams the condition of the Olson Cut-Off Road.  
 
The Commissioners reminded Adams to follow the 5-Year Road Plan that had been submitted to the 
SDDOT.  
  
The Commissioners and Highway Superintendent Don Adams proceeded to discuss road issues and 
concerns.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams and Weed & Pest Overseer Bill Erk informed the 
Commissioners that Butte County had been awarded $22,500.00 for the Hoary Crest Grant. 
 
Motion by Harms Second by Geis to accept the Hoary Crest Grant and supplement the Weed & Pest 
budget for the amount of $22,500.00.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Weed & Pest Overseer Bill Erk told the Commissioners about the informational luncheon meeting 
and dinner meeting that will be held on April 7, 2016. The luncheon meeting will be held in Nisland, 
SD at the American Legion Hall with the luncheon meeting beginning at 11:00 a.m. and the dinner 
meeting beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Branding Iron in Belle Fourche, SD.  The main topic of both 
meetings will focus on information regarding Hoary Crest along with other weed issues and concerns. 
 
Another noxious weed that needs attention in Butte County is Common Mullein. 
 
Motion by Richards Second by Geis to accept the FY2017 Competitive Weed & Pest Grant and  
supplement the Weed & Pest budget for the amount of $6,100.00.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Richards to accept the BLM Weed Control Agreement and supplement 
the Weed & Pest budget by the amount of $15,000.00. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Superintendent Don Adams informed the Commissioners that Butte County was awarded 
two Bridge Improvement Preliminary Engineering Grants for 2016. The bridges are Structure Number 
10-262-330 which is located 1N & 4.7W of Newell on Schmele Road over Indian Creek and Structure 
Number 10-445-332 which is located 13.5E & 0.8N of Newell on Old Hwy 212 over Mud Elm Creek. 
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to approve Check Number 93781 payable to Bob or Judy 
Helmer for Road Repairs for the amount of $2,691.50. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 1:30 p.m. with the public invited.  
 
The Commissioners reconvened at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Chief Deputy Sheriff Gary Brunner came before the Commissioners to discuss the agenda items 
pertaining to the Sheriff’s department.  
 
Motion by Harms Second by Richards for Sheriff Lamphere to proceed with an alternative plan for 
increased mental health matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Butte County Interim State’s Attorney Cassie Wendt came before the Commissioners to discuss the 
items on the agenda pertaining to her department.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to authorize Interim State’s Attorney Cassie Wendt to proceed 
with applying for a Notary Public Seal for Administrative Legal Assistant Amy Welles. The cost is 
$80.00.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 



Motion by Richards Second by Geis to go into an Executive Session with Interim State’s Attorney 
Cassie Wendt regarding legal/contractual/personnel matters. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Richards to come out of Executive Session at 2:45 p.m. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. No action was taken.  
 
Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the items on the agenda pertaining to his department.  
 
Motion by Richards Second by Geis to accept the Volunteer Fire Department Rosters from 
CastleRock, Nisland – Arpan and Vale as read by Emergency Manager/E911 Coordinator/Floodplain 
Coordinator Tyler Trohkimoinen. The acceptance of the Rosters are for WorkComp purposes.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.     
 

2016 Butte County Volunteer Fire Departments 
Castle Rock 

1. Jack Orwick 

2. Cody Burke 

3. Alvin Mathern 

4. Blayne Olson 

5. Brett Burke 

6. Brian Fox 

7. Chad Erk 

8. Chase Burke 

9. Clay Olson 

10. Clint Burke 

11. Dan Olson 

12. Dan Thompson 

13. GB Fischbach 

14. Gary Wendt 

15. JD Wendt 

16. James Orwick 

17. Jerry McNulty 

18. Jim Orwick 

19. Joe Burke 

20. John Erk 

21. Kenny Carlsen 

22. Kenny McFarland 

23. Kevin Deschamps 

24. Lynnae Fox 

25. Pat Burke 

26. Paul Erk 

27. Randy Fox 

28. Raydelle Sperle 

29. Rory Wendt 

 



 
 
Nisland – Arpan 

1. Randy Vallery 

2. Bill Heidrich 

3. Stan Lewis 

4. Ken Seieroe 

5. Doug Clark 

6. Bryce Foos 

7. Joe Dell 

8. Tyrel Lewis 

9. Bob Lewis 

10. Fred Wells 

11. Rhonda Vallery 

12. Sandy Heidrich 

13. Heidi Lewis 

14. Eric Lewis 

15. Tom Lewis 

16. Lowell Kerser 

17. Maynard Yule 

18. Matt Komes 

19. Leah Hankins 

20. Ronald Fickbohm 

Vale  
1. Mike Grubl 

2. Chad Blair 

3. Fred Wells 

4. Joel Brunner 

5. Duane Bennett 

6. Britton Blair 

7. Ed Blair 

8. Bruce Bruch 

9. Mark Bruch 

10. Mike Casteel 

11. Ryan Casteel 

12. Brett Eaton 

13. Crystal Eaton 

14. Dale Grant 

15. Zach Grant 

16. Jim Hansen 

17. Mark Hespe 

18. Scott Hymans 

19. Cole Ketelsen 



20. Lane Lamphere 

21. Brad Olson 

22. Ryan Stark 

23. Charles Tennis 

24. Tyler Trohkimoinen 

25. James Wanless 

26. Greg Wetz, Jr. 

27. Lyle Wetz 

Highway Superintendent Don Adams came before the Commissioners with the recommendation to 
accept all supply and material bids.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Harms to accept all supply and material bids for 2016 that were opened at 
11:00 a.m. The motion is based on the recommendation of Highway Superintendent Don Adams.  
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. (All Bids are on File at the Butte County Auditor’s Office). 
 
Motion by Richards Second by Harms to approve one new hire and wage increases for the following 
employees: 
      New Hire – Amy Welles – Full Time (02-02-2016) - Administrative Legal Assistant - $12.38 
      James Smit – Wage Increase - $13.50 to $14.50 – Part Time Court Security 
      Pamela Freestad – Wage Increase - $14.72 – Call In Dispatch 
      Darryl Raber – Wage Increase - $16.29 – Full Time Highway 
           
Committee Reports were given.  
 
Motion by Geis Second by Harms to adjourn the meeting at 3:30 p.m. Vote Unanimous.  
Motion Carried.  
 
SALARY 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $5570.72, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $5733.62, BUILDINGS $1890.00, COMMISSIONERS $4312.12, 
DISPATCH $14,034.01, ELECTION $630.00, JUDICIAL $404.40, EM/911 $1559.49, EXTENSION $1260.00, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED 
CONTROL $16,696.43, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1260.00, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE $2875.62, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $13,214.67, 
STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $9826.46, TREASURER’S OFFICE $7207.00, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $700.86  
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $6463.18 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $5004.22 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $33,458.85 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
NICKI STEARNS $50.84, BRIAN MEYER $10.84, JESSE STRICKLAND $50.00, APRIL AULT $10.84, LUCRETIA BOWEN $71.00, 
SUSANNA CHRISTIE $55.04, SHIRLEY DODSON $31.00, LARAE HANSON $52.52, TAMMY HAWKINS $11.68, CHARLOTTE 
HINDMAN $31.00, TYLER HOHENBERGER $92.00, RAYMOND KEENE $15.04, ROBERT KEY $19.24, CHELSY KIRSTINE $51.68, 
CONNIE MEYER $11.68, CORAL MILLS $10.84, SHARON MINS $52.52, PAULA MOHR $66.80, KRISTEN ODEA $10.84, TAYLER 
OLSON $11.68, REBECCA RANKIN $12.52, THOMAS RILEY $50.84, KELSEY RUZICKA $11.68, DANIEL SUBIATE $10.84, DEBORAH 
TSCHETTER $10.84, DEBRA UNDERBERG $14.20, ARTHUR WALKER $18.40, KRISTINE WARREN $72.68, MICHAEL WILBUR 
$51.68, BRENT VAVRA $22.60, STURGIS REGIONAL HOSPITAL $531.94, CHRISTINA HOFFMAN $54.20, MARY FAY $13.36, JAY 
WENDT $47.80, KAY GRANT $32.68, TERRY WENZEL $13.36, MAPPING AND PLANNING SPECIALIST $4,567.50, YANKTON CO 
SHERIFF OFFICE $25.00, WILDE & HUNT $1,250.00, JON DILL $481.95, RAPID CITY REGIONAL HOSPITAL $885.64, AUDRA 
MALCOMB CONSULTING $566.83, RADIOLOGY ASSOCIATES PROF LLC $181.09, BARNAUD LAW FIRM $275.40, STURGIS 
AMBULANCE $215.36, REGIONAL PHARMACY $64.08, TERI J ELLINGSON $100.00, CINDY MORRIS $60.92, CITY OF RAPID CITY 
FINANCE OFFICE $245.00, LUKE YELLOW ROBE $1,500.00, STACI L REINDL $9,416.00, LEWIS & CLARK BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
$160.00, DOUBLE STAR COMPUTING $1,160.00, PENNINGTON COUNTY STATES ATTY $215.00, YANKTON COUNTY TREASURER 
$116.25, BENNETT MAIN & GUBBRUD $2,285.09, FBI–LEEDA $50.00, JACK BROOKER $142.70, LISA CERMAK $100.00 
  
PUBLICATIONS 
RAPID CITY JOURNAL $585.75 
  



RENTALS  
A & B BUSINESS EQUIPMENT $469.48, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS $237.85, 
DJ CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT $1,283.34 
 
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
WILEN MASONRY $3,241.13, BUTLER MACHINERY $1,261.11, FRONTIER GLASS OF BELLE $464.90, BOB OR JUDY HELMER 
$2,691.50, WOLFF'S PLUMBING & HEATING INC $107.00 
 
 
SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS  
CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT $2.00, MCLEODS $61.85, SD DEPT OF TRANS $2,405.40, SAND CREEK PRINTING $552.18, BLACK 
HILLS PIONEER $103.77, NEVE'S UNIFORMS INC $345.85, RESERVE ACCOUNT $3,000.00, REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY 
LABORATORY $80.00, LEXISNEXIS $212.00, LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE $27.08, PERSONNEL CONCEPTS $380.81, 
WEST PAYMENT CENTER $137.45, MORRIS LAW FIRM $5,000.00, SHOPKO PHARMACY $520.70, PETE'S CLOTHING WESTERN 
WEAR $90.00, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS $104.82 
 
CONFERENCE & TRAVEL 
PENNINGTON COUNTY JAIL $226.20, MICHELLE MAY $191.18, BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA INN $1,055.88 
 
UTILITIES  
VAST BROADBENT $716.28, CITY OF BELLE FOURCHE $276.24, BLACK HILLS POWER $3,120.45, MCGAS PROPANE $340.50, 
AT&T MOBILITY $606.70, TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LIMITED $239.70, VERIZON NETWORKFLEET INC $130.00, BUTTE-MEADE 
SANITARY $53.00, AT&T $40.99, EXECUTIVE MGMT FINANCE OFFICE $24.00, CENTURYLINK $5.78 
 
OTHER  
ARLEDGE RANCHES $2,086.12, SD ASSN OF COUNTY OFFICIALS $356.00, TROY HEWSON $87.50 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 

APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 
Kim W. Kling, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ATTEST:  Elaine Jensen, Auditor 
 


